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A Buddhist temple has been more than a religious place. It has also
been a school, a community center, a spiritual shelter and a gallery collecting
the superb artworks from artists such as walls of its Ubosot and hall, doors
and windows, stone inscriptions, and Buddha statues.

The ancient temples on Rattanakosin Island aren’t only the historica
sites, but they are also art galleries.

Let’s explore a temple as it is an art gallery.
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Japanese Pearl on Doors and Windows
of Ratchapradit Satitmahasimaram Temple
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Nagasaki Art on Royal Temple

aaefainAuulsTguaY
nif1m 19018 lunszinisaa
SauszanFaniai 4 uvell azwu
AadzdsyAuauynszunadu
] N el a
AN ENALINANNTA Useina
o .
ddu Tnaduuuresuiwdu
v vy
Aun sulsl wazaanlsd Auang
dannamduasnateinuuas
HAu
A

Windows in the hall of the temple
representing King Rama IV have been
decorated with Japanese pearls by
craftsmen from Nagasaki, Japan. The upper
part of windows is painted with pictures
of birds, trees,and flowers, while the
lower part has been specially ordered
to have pictures of the city and people

(For the buddha hall, you

visit the temple in the religious

holiday, or at 09.00 am and (

on the normal days.)
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Blank Stone Tablet in Phra Chetuphon Vimolmangklararm
Rajwara Mahaviharn Temple
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Stone Tablet That Is Blank
But Meaningful
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The temple aged more than 230
years has housed many kinds of arts
and more than 1,440 stone inscriptions
with information, knowledge, and history
carved on them. You will nd a stone
tablet that intentionally left blank in Phra
Buddhasaiyat Hall as the transition to
the new era. The message, which had

not been put on the tablet, is the idea

of King Rama Il about the casting of ® 2, Sanam Chai Road, Phra Borom
Reclining Buddha shown on the opposite Maha Ratcha Wang

wall O Every day at 09.00 am - 05.00 pm



Ns:ado0ndou 5 &
Jaswsuwsanaukiduisiu

Five-Color Ceramics at Ratchabopit
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Colorful Decoration Imported from

Satit Maha Simaram Temple China
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The bell-shaped major pagoda
surrounded by a gallery of the ordination
hall and a hall was built as King Rama V
has wished and decorated with imported
ceramics from China. Chinese artisans
added colourful Thai patterns into their
ceramics. The art in the temple was
influenced by the interaction with Chinese
people in the early Rattanakosin Era.
The temple was selected to represent
two kings, King Rama V and King Rama
VI, because of its exceptional beauty.

@ 2, Fueng Nakhon Road,
Wat Ratchabophit
® Every day at 08.00 am - 06.00 pm
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Chinese Art in Mahannapharam Worawiharn Temple
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In Mahannapharam Worawiharn Temple, you will get to see the combination
of Thai and Chinese arts shown in the beautiful Buddha hall which has no gable apex.
Starting from the gable, you will see the dragon design made from Thai ceramics.
There is a carved Chinese animals on the door, and the statute of Quan Yin,
the Goddess of Mercy, is located outside the hall. It shows the influence of

Chinese culture in the past.

@ Tanow Road, Sao Ching Cha
@ Every day at 06.00 am - 05.00 pm
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156 Twin Buddha Statues at Sutat Thepwararam Temple
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Identical Buddhas in Meditation in
the Cloister
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This temple was built in the reign of King Rama |, but completed in the reign
of King Rama . The Buddha hall is located at the center of the temple surrounded
by cloisters where 156 Buddha statues with identical appearance have housed.
As time passes, some of the statues needs to be maintained. After covered with
lacquer, the next step is to cover them with gold leaves.

@ 146 Bumrung Mueng Road, Wat Ratchabopit @ Every day at 8.30 am - 05.00 pm
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52 Buddhist
Nun Statues at
Theptidaram Temple
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Elegant Buddhist Nun Statues
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There are 52 Buddhist nun statues placed on the marble with different
gestures, kneeling, sitting on the floor with her legs to the side, sitting and crushing
betel nuts or standing. At the center, the only one statue with legs crossed is
placed, and she is ‘Mahapajapati Gotami’, or the first Buddhist nun. The temple
decorated elegantly as King Rama Il had a royal command to build this temple
for Princess Wilas, his beloved daughter.

@ 42, Maha Chai Road, Samranrat @ Every day at 08.00 am - 05.00 pm
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Painting of Hanuman Keeping Pavilion in His Mouth at the Temple of

the Emerald Buddha
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Hanuman Opens His Mouth on
the Wall of Room No.53

@ Nah Phra Lan Road, Phra Borom Maha
Ratcha Wang
@ Every day at 08.30 am - 03.30 pm
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The painting of Ramayana on cloisters around the Buddha hall consisting of
178 rooms in total. It would take time to visit every room, so we suggest you to
go to the room No.53 to see the painting of huge Hanuman keeping the pavilion
in his mouth to protect everyone from the enemies. It was painted by Sanga Mayura,
a painter and founder of the first paint brush factory in Thailand. He followed
the trend of art at that time which is to imitate nature.
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Pholungka Buddha Hall at Mahathat Yuwarat Rangsarit Ratchawora-

mahawiharn Temple
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Small Buddha Hall with a Lot of
Details
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@ 3, Maha Rat Road, Phra Borom Maha Ratcha Wang
@ Every day at 08.00 am - 05.00 pm

A white small Buddha hall with
Lai Rot Nam work at the door, a technique
consisting of the application of black or
red lacquer with gold inlay to surfaces
The stories told through Lai Rot Nam
works were influenced by nature,
literature, and a life story of Buddha
Look at the door closely, you will see
the refined Thai pattern that has been
passed down from and valued by

ancestors
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Phra Prang at Ratchaburana Ratchawora-
wiharn Temple
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The temple was built in the latter part of Ayutthaya Era, got ruined from
the bomb during World War Il and only big Phra Prang in front of the ordination
hall survived. The temple had to be closed down until in 1948, people gathered
to revive it. Phra Prang was renovated in the reign of King Rama IlI. It was built
with brick and cement and decorated with ceramics. The base is five-level carved
lotus with sculptures of demons. The top is in the form of hollowsky spear with
a crown above it. It is the significant historical site.
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Phra Prang That Survived
World War Il Bomb

® 119, Chakkaraphet Road,
Wang Burapha Phirom
@ Every day at 06.00 am - 06.00 pm
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Long Pulpit at
Chanasongkhram
Ratchaworamaha-
wiharn Temple

vwlaangaus:ria
NS:AN0INVIUWSEUSUAW

Refined Carved Wood, a Souvenir
from the Royal Funeral
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It is a long tradition that the royal family will give ‘Krueng Sang Ket’ or
a souvenir, usually a furniture, to a monk who give a sermon in the royal funeral.
In the royal funeral of King Rama V, the top-class long pulpit was given to Wat
Chanasongkram as a gift. The carved wood was decorated with gold and colorful

mirror tiles.

@ Chakrabongse Road, Chana Songkhram
@ Every day at 08.00 am - 04.00 pm
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Pagoda Door at Bowonniwet Vihara Temple
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@ 248, Phra Sumen Road,
Wat Bowonniwet
®© Every day at 08.00 am - 05.00 pm
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Open the Door to See Siaw Kang
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Siaw Kang, an angel with a long
beard, is the holy gatekeeper in Chinese
belief. When visiting Bowonniwet temple,
you’ll see wwo Siaw Kangs gatekeeping
at the entrance. One is holding a dagger
and a spear while standing on a crocodile.
Another one is holding a sword and
a shield on the back of the dragon.
The art has rescted the inuence of Chinese
culture coming from trade cooperation
between Siam and China during the early

Rattanakosin era.



