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#Changes #Urban #CityCenter #Westernization #ModernLifeStyles #Diversity #InternationalDistrict
When the Kingdom of Siam faced threats from the Western world, we did not

BANGKOK in TRANSIT: take it lying d_own. Adaptation could help Siam survive, and the right changes
helped us thrive.

Siam’s transition into the Westernized world

This was the new city center of the capital - “Sam Yot / Wang Burapha /Phahurat.”
This was the birthplace of new changes vital to adaptation in the modern era.
This was the springboard of Siam’s transition into a Westernized society asit is today.

Now the area is facing another big transition. Can someone help turn things
around and make “Sam Yot / Wang Burapha / Phahurat” thrive?
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folslunsui What is in a Map?

fslstuunudit weao What are in this 1887 Map?

Auwaidiay dflau (o) City Walls & Forts (1) Charoen Krung Road (2)

auwAsUNg (w) ffnunlzuiuasedtenuy with rows of shophouses on both sides

FyswaAsue (@) 299NTUNTENIURUTWEITAY Burapha Palace (3)

FnsunawRBaLseng (e) Prince Bijit’s Palace (&)

Foazwauau (¢) 299nsunarnawAllsdnng Prince Devawongse’s Palace (5)

b
b
b
b
b
{i Sam Yot Palace (6) by the Iron Bridge

Joauean (o) 20INTUNTURITITBIUNN

When Charoen Krung Road or New Road was built in 1864 during the reign of King Rama 1V,
the physical transformations of Bangkok city have thus begun. Other roads were later built in
networks to connect surrounding neighborhoods. How does the “Sam Yot / Wang Burapha /
Phahurat” area have transformed? You can find the answers in the maps.

finglstunnuitl weeo i

What are in this 1907 Map?

ffuwaiflae Tilau (o) S9lilsdaas City Walls & Forts (1)

Newly Built Phahurat Road (2)

Ti Thong Road & Tri Phet Road (3)

Unakan Road & Burapha Road (&)
fouwennsy (@) Bautdiuauiu fintnioyswaasue Yaowarat Road (5) Leading to the China Town
29U AU LUOULLATNGY UasYSWA (o)

a

faununiwnanudiay (o)

Touuwmsn (v) dnlnu
fouudnay anldiuouunIngs («)
Jouugaunssa asludsouuysun (¢)

New sets of shophouses on Charoen Krung Road (6)
Open field for public uses (7)
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foslstuunudit wewe 4 What are in this 1932 Map?

ffinunndousaufiinmsenany  Sanam Namchued (1)
#ABaniudn sunan (@) (fresh water ground)
gomviilauunalae () surrounded by shophouses
fintiToyswnAsue on three sides

Mahachai Fort (2)
in front of Burapha Palace
not torn down yet.

— =

(Foifoueil lng vibefdnsisauauiuazionansssiaaans
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Map from Research Unit of Historical Maps and Documents on Urban Architecture
Faculty of Architecture, Chulalongkorn University
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What are in this 1969 Map?

What are in this 1969 Map?

Wang Burapha Shopping Center (1)
replaces Burapha Palace

Central Department Store (2)

at Wang Burapha

Kings, Queens, Grand Theatres (3)
screening Hollywood films
Chalerm Krung Theatre (4)
screening 16 mm. Thai films

Ming Mueang Market (5)

on Sanam Namchued field
Bamphen Boon Apartment (6)
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Foreign Architect and New Styles of Siamese Palaces
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Avundesiusaniafl ¢ anufindSoseasadasaiefunlsngnae
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uinauingnénguusneipumlifumaninneaenuiainantivionans

une “lasnAu uns8” (Joachim Grassi) (Humislugnenlseiiidnun
Tugaynidniiy widhnuasuiuanlfludouid tuds FoyswiAsud
Foszwaudau ua: Svamuaan Suifludefidsduuuaniinanssu
fudanldnindousinoiin wannszuasliifulSolgfaaanunn

#WesternArchitecture

Amidst the transition into Westernization, physical changes of Siamese
urban landscape, such as palaces, shophouses, and other public
buildings, seemed like the first and most feasible action to take.

In fact, during the mid-20th century in the reign of King Mongkut
(King Rama 1V), there was already some Western-influenced architec-
ture in Siam, but in the form of imitation through Chinese builders.

In the early years of the reign of King Chulalongkorn (King Rama V),
Western architects began to arrive, and were hired to help improve
Bangkok’s cityscape. Of course, among their first clients were the
progressive Siamese elites.

Joachim Grassi was one of the Western architects to arrive in Siam
at the time, and among his masterpieces in this neighborhood were

Burapha Palace, Prince Devawongse’s Palace, and Sam Yot Palace,
all of which appeared to be different from other traditional palaces.
Their presence made Bangkok Llook more Western instantly.

unelannAy uns® Joachim Grassi

anlfini#nanudnnd dyanfnndinie
T untvunseing “nsaagunsuauln”

ar a ¢

sannafi @ Vinnowsesnavgie VUTNINTUE

iguasnuianisnmng
nvsusunusiulaunus
NFENTWENFUIBNS (Nanlnu)
wazlgsunasannduniu
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King Rama V placed his trust
in his brother to take care of fiaq
military affairs and appointed
him a commander of the Min-
istry of War and Marine
(now Ministry of Defense).

In the reign of King Rama VII,

he was dubbed the Field Marshal.

NTUNAWNIURUFWAITAD

The Burapha Palace is an iconic landmark in this
neighborhood. It was considered one of the biggest
buildings in the city at the time, spanning across

6 acres. Of course, such a magnificent marvel was
created by the famous foreign architect Joachim Grassi.

dszgnaadndoyswaisud

The entrance gate of the

Burapha Palace.

daipnm lag 1. n5u

Image Courtesy of B. Grimm

Joachim Grassi was an Italian architect of
Austrian nationality who arrived in Bangkok
and established Grassi Brothers & Co.,

an architecture and construction company

lunszuAs TUABBNLLLLAZTULLN
fApad luadeaussniad e afeit
#AUE UM B a0 T AENTTULLY
ATIUAN

in the third quarter of the 20th
century, just when the Siamese
people became fascinated by
Western architecture.

Burapha Palace

foiflunaununsadAydmsueinul aaenflufnilug
Agalunszuasaiatuidld dAundenineiwds e ls
wdusy vnudueniduitouluiuiliovasunagneelsonu

d1Aty tuAaunelannAy unsd (Joachim Grassi)

Jeyswafsud dgduvvanniaenssudunuy wiaadeu
(Palladian) Zvfiadndufinanaiiy dmsugnAnaany
“Vafinmvih” atvnsziintaseniss 1drhnnnTeBadnees

The Burapha Palace was inspired by Palladian
architecture. Its architectural style was considered
very modern, befitting the avant-garde Siamese
royalty Prince Bhanu Rangsi.

uNufit wemo Map of 1887

Boiouel oy viaefidnasisaunuiiuazionansssSaaans
annenssudoy Ana0IRENTSUAIARST IRIBINTAIUNIINE 1AL
Map from Research Unit of Historical Maps and Documents on Urban Architecture
Faculty of Architecture, Chulalongkorn University
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auufisaasIpantlandayswa fAAsauuenlssduaalé

Here is the view of the Burapha Palace from the back. From

here, you can see the main building, the Japanese villa on

the left, and the small mansion for court ladies on the right.

The road that goes straight from the Burapha Palace leads

to the Chinese community, the wavy Yaowarat Road.

sivsadBaRlanualinignie Sedeat
untinginfoyswaAsudiy ufinannieiu
ativun saelrafla 8919 auwsziiess
auidiafoysnfluadnetie

avlnAd sennsmilivninegnansd
wavanTadoysnadiul sexe Afonis
IHineldvunung AintianssiitoanlunaRunu
TUARSAUNENULMSEIRNTZUAT
fauaztinednuzlu lidosnaadnfiniingin
NBVIEYEINITNBIIWLN auUsIzeLtuuan

The pair of bronze lion statues in front of
the Burapha Palace was widely praised for
their grandeur and beauty, befitting the
glory of the palace’s owner.

The pair travelled to many other places
after the Burapha Palace was demolished in
1952. Once, they guarded the front of the
National Museum Bangkok, and later they
were moved to grace the entrance of the
Royal Thai Army Headquarters.




J9dzWIUAU Prince Devawongse’s Palace
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Avflvaviaulnig WauAnmsusdiuagiaus dudnsens
w3nviulpAnuged Wianaiau 1fiug waeie
Wonder what life was Llike in the palace? You can
find out at the Sam Yot Palace. As the Siamese elite

grew accustomed to Western Llifestyles, they indulged

in new gadgets and even had an ice cream maker

at home for extra indulgence!

wazidtipoeisn NTUNTUANTITIIIUNIN

nsetseviuny o Jvanueanil
ouilonn lner Ande wunasan

Wudsineaguanitunsiiios uazneidag
Image Courtesy of Sakichai Phanawat
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Prince Damrong resided at the Sam Yot
Palace. It was Located outside the City Wall, ﬂalou;a‘hmﬂu unsd (Joachim Grasg) LBUAY Ut
by the three-spire city gate, and thus divgfdadudaanuuudsyswiisud fatimeaanluluy

. & v ' 3 Ay A e o & = A
the name Sam Yot ginuil saansadwlunaniladuiu Janvassdeiigluuy
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4 v e e FE S a .
BIANTNAKNLAIINU WUAIDEITUARDY Forfutnuanaanu

(meaning “three spires” in Thai).

A

FiFunAiuln “Jazwauany’

AN

Bodonn Tng we. as. Fsas Inamay
Image from Asst. Prof. Pirasri Povatong, Ph.D. Prince Devawongse’s Palace was another Western style
building by Joachim Grassi, the Western architect who
designed the Burapha Palace not far from this one.

Both were constructed during the same period,

J981Ua9R Sam Yot Palace

so they appeared quite similar.

smindvanueas Wufnuuulsednnasiiduiingaudn

: o v
Wunavueasunesneelss 1aanAu wnsd (Joachim Grassi) BRI Lﬂuwwmwamqui‘aw%ﬁa
wazpvALdUNIyglng9d nsumniu

wuiy npasamasisysnaAisud uasdaaswaudnu
; < e e
wintloy wafigtuuuntvanndaenssufiuansneiuly maAlsnag uslduiivinanszlse
ptingAuIB wuuaunselng saunadteTalmd
Husinuuunss

The Sam Yot Palace was one of the Western architecture
assumed to be created by Western architect Joachim Originally Prince Devawongse’s
Grassi, after he had constructed the Burapha Palace Palace had a traditional Thai-style
and Prince Devawongse’s Palace. However, its design wooden hall with a gabled roof.
Later, it was redesigned into

was completely different from the other twao’s.
a Western building.

UnUTTNUN...What’s in a Name?

unuffNuN...What’s in a Name?

'»

Why was this canalside road called Na Wang
(front of palace) Road?

YiluaUUSLARDINADALSIIAIINAZNIY
a1uAsiBandnauy “ntindv”

yinluAsiFan “aewIuan” 8z “6nsvadad”  The Iron Bridge = Damrong Sathit Bridge?

Wuaznnuinuaasdlgvaneaseiifuaewauld Originally, this bridge had a wooden floor

flasvaiufumdniBanduin “daswiumin”

il & 1% ] @ @ ' o
fauNanuazasvin lnaldininuanannuanyin

TIAZNIULAINTLINTNIUUIUINT WU
“snsvanad” ndwiusiunnsumnan

vn'v

m'qioiqmumwﬁﬂﬁm BEYNIATY mommuuu

with a steel structure, and therefore

it was referred to as the Iron Bridge.
Later, it was torn down and rebuilt using
imported cast iron. It was bestowed with
a special royal name Damrong Sathit

to honor Prince Damrong whose palace
was by the bridge.

NI ETWIUATURUNTINAIARDILAE
Aunaviiuauuasyngonsd feay
WuRnuuues usuurpIuAanITINeER
daiflunuulugnu snasunuesiaunng
faeida “wiinge” Aval “niinane”

The front of Prince Devawongse’s Palace faced

a canal and the back faced Charoen Krung Road.
Although it is a Western building, the layout
concept was quite traditionally Thai. At the time,
most Siamese people travelled by boat. So,

the “front” of the palace was actually a canal.
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unelsidism Laud Robert Lenz
gL asILlF AU UG

U9ida waud uausun” luwszuas Adaunis
fingauravieniai ¢ ATINERAT Usennasan
ol wenx Inansauazideallsnou waznsy
anensrUsanendnuniiagilazesunalsiin
waud ity
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anuifipusinun lsedngiaee “snaiaud
venen Aedardaduiiuanasniudau
faufissnnsfl @ asiafiad ndufiangeae
Hadadn Taasudndngd sag
uaevinngaugleog

German photographer Robert Lenz
established Robert Lenz & Co. in Bangkok
after receiving an invitation from King Rama V
on his visit to Java in 1896 in which

he made a stop in Singapore and had his

royal portraits taken at Robert Lenz’s studio.

Three months later, Robert Lenz’s photo
studio was established in Bangkok, even
before King Rama V arrived back in Siam.
The studio offered photo taking service,

as well as printing and frame making.

$v3alil...Did you Know?

fowiunelsiisa taud azfudnenndady

wsiwnavludgyanuaasaaestiisniuniin
Araae fdfusigtung 8. ngie (€. Groote)
Wudaudnaunesdnu winiu

a18Us89Y Narasingh Photo Studio

WinseulszniAavasuiueasiu uavasulanasvil o et wevo 1u Sulsiiisn
wut Faduiieasiu Fegndnstndisiasavdy Ssunaluaiassniai o laidnld

Y,

afufianisunu Lﬂaﬂummﬂu Wiavaneusavi”

o When Siam declared war with

Germany in World War 1in 1917, Robert Lenz’s
studio, which belonged to Germans,

was inevitably seized. The government

in the reign of King Rama VI took over, and changed
the name of the studio to Narasingh Photo Studio.

H1IURARET oo WOBAIAL weax FUNAT §8N18T ¢
@69 undvagilozny 15idse aud NRvAlUS

On the morning of Sunday 17th May 1896,
King Rama V visited Robert Lenz’s studio
in Singapore.

& v o P o & o a
Although Robert Lenz Al dng §9 88 vene Bnseind 530087l ¢
was a famous photographer, - nsvantruzutungiaiinllanawszgidaune

there was no photo of NIZAIAANYY) NNeluNITTUTULNITIETY

himself for us to see. This bhot T e
is photo was taken, developed, and printe:
We only see a photo of P P P
by King Rama V when Groote went to the Grand
€. Groote, a fellow
Palace to take photos of the King and other
photographer and

N royal family members.
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A royal portrait of King Rama V
when my studio in Bangkok first opened.
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Foreign Pharmacist and His B. Grimm Store
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Foreign Pharmacist and
His B. Grimm Store

uneanaan AvA (Adolf Link)

INFININUYL 11T TU HUNUNENFULAL
aunulugotanessniadl ¢ Tnednunvineud
Fupnseeasiiu “dunupailunng”

(Siam Dispensary) Aau
FaususulaALATNe “0. n3u wauln”

(B. Grimm & Co.) Faevuziy Weansdius
aejfinAsaIRam

e

uazluflgavinassyaiiatiuies

finsolilsan Wadreintnglvign Asevinymauy
1A3UNTY LBIREWIUGNTIaAE

Wudnuundss Alngjlalsengaudaluunsnen
TuvinafiAndniign Bandudndulszganusan

wdrftusoaieivd uneanad Feluvusiy
Wugddovuzas 0. n3u uda lduatdndinaunann
vinv 1. n3u auenn Fadadadu flufignla
gutungM AT usa LUNINAUAN
annansdszmendudias

Adolf Link was a German pharmacist who
arrived in Siam in 1903 during the reign of
King Rama V. He worked at a German-owned
pharmacy called Siam Dispensary, before
taking on an additional role at B. Grimm & Co,
a store under the same company. At the time,
both stores were located at Pak Khlong Talat
(near flower market in a present day).

In the last year of King Rama V’s reign, the
King commanded the construction of a large
commercial building on the corner of Charoen
Krung Road (New Road) near the Iron Bridge.
It is the most magnificent Western building in
Bangkok, located in a thriving neighborhood
known as Sam Yot.

In the new era after King Rama V, Adolf Link,
at the time a shareholder of B. Grimm, rented
that building. Thus, B. Grimm Sam Yot Store
was born, and it became a popular store
among the Siamese people with a taste for
imported goods.

fntnayviyuduenauean

aviBauldnuduansnolseavAluagiu

This large corner building in Sam Yot can be

compared to today’s Ratchaprasong district.

aﬁﬁm&@ AU
DOduL WD

ADANAVA N1
ATDLATA
Amidnelul) veee
Wavine 9. ndy
wethenndad
auean dnefidnu
151096 1aud ving
Fuluazuaniseniu
Adolf Link and his
family. This photo
was taken in 1912
when B.Grimm
store recently
opened inSam Yot.
It was taken at
Robert Lenz’s studio.

Baiienw lng 7. n3u
Image Courtesy of B. Grimm

WUl ween
LAAVAIUYIUY
“dnviingu”
AUUATYNTY
yuAunanenn
1BoazwiuansIaiael

A map from 1910
depicting the Llocation
of B. Grimm store.

fintviiving 9. nFu e Teyswasue

FuAaIlavany BvRzNIUNIYAUG

New B. Grimm store in front of the Burapha

Palace by the canal.

Boianan Tng 1. n3u

FintuintinToysna
fludin w du
Aoatjnseialée
auuumlye

ANUAUULENIINY

New B. Grimm store
in front of

the Burapha Palace
by the canal.

s as A

wasidsen Avd demiu
afeusnuineud
e €. ndu niih sy s
Young Herbert Link
when he first started
working at B. Grimm
store near the

Burapha Palace

Ueivel3y Fnviindu
Foreign Trader and His B. Grimm Store

dnvunfesaniad o ¥ 1. n3u lindunaidasaidiunng
Snasaluviialvy Belnainindu Avialdsouuumilye
niihdayswadsue AantsAnAniduatineunn
wazfwiviliooflldildauiiamuios 1mafiiidn A9
(Herbert Link) gnznuAulazavanpa a9A
fadinundaenuiinouisinil Tudeies e 1

Tagas¥inunevineelogelng) walaaenudi
Azduanuianiszesaseuasa idulasdwininsslan
uasfowlivin 4. n3u Azdheduzlupananneiuanuens-
Foyanald ull wexs udafionu ua O. n3u udaqiiu
falddndurdimmsnugnamnssilssluiinfidndn
189lng InafipsounsiAed quiisnu as. ansnas AeA
(Harald Link) vi3aludelnadn “nin iausaing”

utlszsnu

In the 1930s, during the reign of King Rama VII,

B. Grimm resumed its business in a new and bigger
Llocation at the corner of Mahachai Road in front of the
Burapha Palace. Its business did very well.

This place turned around the life of the young
Herbert Link, Adolf Link’s eldest son, who helped
run the new store at only 22 years old.

Who would have guessed that this Siamese-at-heart
German man would be the one to expand his family
business by leaps and bounds? B. Grimm store moved
out of this neighborhood in 1955. Today, B. Grimm
remains a leading power business in Thailand, now run

by the Link family’s third generation, led by Harald Link

as the chairman.




Foreign Pharmacist and His B. Grimm Store
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Known as Siam Dispensary, known for Western medicine
Established as a pharmaceutical business named

Siam Dispensary, B. Grimm was dedicated to medicine.
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Siam Dispensary was formerly located at Pak Khlong Talat.
Adolf Link who worked as a pharmacist here is a

gentleman on the left with a beautiful moustache.

1. n3u Anguusi
Tisnalnefingun
1eaald “wodlifzu”
B. Grimm introduced
everyday painkiller
aspirin to the Thai
people, and this
Western medicine
was well-received
by Thais.
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Siriraj Hospital sought more

7 microscopes for teaching

medical students. This
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Beyond medicine, B. Grimm also sold imported medi-

cal tools and medical supplies. Western medicine helped

improve the quality of life for Thai people.

microscope is a
monocular
microscope by

Carl Zeiss. It is

was the one providing

this microscope to
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company was the
sole distributor
of this brand in
Thailand.
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Microscope Displayed Courtesy of Siriraj Medical Museum

Tuwundavqanssal Asa laad 1eun (Carl Zeiss Jena)
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An advertisement for Carl Zeiss Jena in 1930.

This is the same model as Siriraj Hospital’s microscope here.

assumed that B. Grimm

the Hospital since the
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w3pveusaaseindauilidusetng

The bank of the canal at the back of the Burapha
store has a mechanical water wheel on display.
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Camera Displayed Courtesy of King Prajadhipok Museum

This Zeiss Ikon Ikonta 520/2 is assumed that
Prince Piyarangsit Rangsit, the owner of this
camera, might have been bought in 1929-1933
when he was a student in Switzerland.

At the time, B. Grimm also imported the model
to Thailand.
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Germany was a leader in technology

at the time, known for heavy machinery

and engines. B. Grimm was the distributor and
importer of many machines.

These machines transformed the life of the Siamese
people, leading to electricity, trains, paper, ice, and
many other conveniences. Bangkokians started to
grow accustomed to Western Llifestyle.

Not surprisingly, Sam Yot / Mahachai areas today are
still home to many machinery shops. The way was paved
by B. Grimm.
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Firearms were among the bestsellers at B. Grimm
store. B. Grimm had procured firearms for the
government since its early days, selling the Pistole
Parabellum for warfare and hunting, rifles, revolvers,
and shotguns.

B. Grimm was also the importing agent for firearm
shops on Unakan Road. Later, Thai, Chinese, and
Indian businessmen followed suit and began to open
firearm shops in this area. Unakan Road still remains
a firearm business hub today.
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A Chinese Thai business owner and a former police
officer with a brilliant career before him, Khun Lert
established Charturong & Co store on Charoen Krung
Road on Sam Yot block in 1923. It was a large store
covering three units, and it was considered very
modern at the time when the Siamese were more and

more into imported goods.
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Sport equipment and
games were the
highlights of
Charturong & Co
when Siam first
welcomed Western-
style outdoor
lifestyle.
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This Chinese Thai business owner
opened Ratana Mala store at the
corner of Phahurat Road in 1918.
It was a large store selling various
items, covering a total of 15 units.

The store was so famous that it was
bestowed with the royal garuda
emblem. The large wooden
garuda was mounted on the
building by the road and

became the store’s signature.
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An advertisement

for Aida storm
lantern sold at

Ratana Mala in

1939.
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Aida Storm Lantern from Germany.
It was a bestseller at Ratana

an innovative product
that gave out bright light.
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Lantern Displayed Courtesy of Yusuksuwan
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A Hakka shoemaker from Meizhou, Liu
moved to Siam in the 1890s and opened
a Western-style shoemaking business on
Charoen Krung Road on Sam Yot block.
He named the shop Seng Chong, after his
own name in Teochew dialect, as it was
widely spoken by the Chinese in Bangkok.

His shop also doubled as a training center
for other Hakka shoemakers who just
arrived in Siam, giving them enough skills
to strike out on their own. It was one

of the first luxury footwear and leather
goods shops in Siam at the time when
Bangkokians started to follow Western

dressing style.
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Owner of Sun Phanit store, Mr. Sun
Phanit founded the store on Charoen
Krung Road on Sam Yot block back in
1907. The store sold various imported
beverages. At the time, the people of
Siam started to develop a taste for

modern food and drinks.

garuda emblem.

train station.
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Free premium offered at
Sun Phanit store to cus-

tomers who purchased
Ovaltine products.

Soulndngdauany lng tuRRs i
Objects Displayed Courtesy of House
of Museums

He was given an honorific name Luang Pradit
Batuka as the royal shoemaker in the reign of King
Rama VI. His shop was also bestowed with the royal

Today, Seng Chong is still in business, more than
120 years after its first day. It is now operated
by the fourth generation of the Paditbatuka family,
Chayasit and Artrit. The shop, however, has relo-
cated to another area because its former Location
had been turned into the Sam Yot underground
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During the reign of King Rama IV, in 1855, Muslim
Indian people from Gujarat, located on India’s western
coast, arrived in Siam as British subjects. They set up
shops selling imported luxury items. They were Shia

Muslims in the Ismaili Taiyebi Dawoodi Bohra sect. They

called themselves “Dawoodi Bohra.”
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Phahurat, home to the Bohra. Back then, Phahurat was

home to the Bohra in Siam. They sold imported fabrics,

laces, jewelry, sequins, gold and silver
threads, and buttons. Most
of these shops are no
longer around today, while
some still remain in business,
such as Mohamad stationery shop, New

Taiyeb lace shop, and Dawoodi bag store.

raudi &b milafmanRERR DHMTTL
s6 Charoen krung Rd. Banghok.
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Mullah Hasan Ali Karimyi Mora

A Muslim preacher of the Dawoodi Bohra sect from
Bombay (Mumbai), he travelled to Siam in the 1910s.
He established a printing shop and stationery store
selling imported items around the corner of Charoen
Krung Road in the 1920s. He named the shop after his
only son, “Mohamad.” At the time, literacy was only for
the urban middle class.
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The shop has remained

Glass twin inkwell with

cap, quill pen, and ink location for nearly a
absorber imported from century now. Today, it is
€ngland and Germany. operated by the family’s

third generation,
Preeya Morasiri or

Fiya Mohamad Mora.
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Talyeb Khambaty
A Muslim trader of the Dawoodi Bohra sect from Kham-
bat (Cambay), he travelled to Siam and established a
store selling imported laces on Chak Phet Road not

far from Saphan Han market. It became a popular
store among the Siamese elite with a taste for imported

luxury goods.

Later Abdul Khambaty took over his older brother’s
business and renamed the shop to “New Taiyeb.”

The shop has now remained in business at its original
Llocation, and it is operated by the third generation

of the Khambaty family.
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A Muslim trader of the Dawoodi
Bohra sect from Surat, he
travelled to Siam and established
a store selling imported spices

New Taiyeb was a dealer
in exotic Swiss laces and
fancy buttons:- crystal

buttons from Austria,
and Indian cooking pots on

Tri Phet Road. It was one of Indian
stores in this neighborhood.

and glass buttons from
Germany and Czechoslo-

vakia.
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Since the late nineteenth century, some Sikhs from
Punjab in northern India travelled to Siam to set up
businesses. Their shops on Phahurat Road and

Sampheng lane (Chinatown) were mostly textile shops.

The biggest migration of the Sikhs was after World
War II when India attained freedom from England,
and the partition of India was the division of British
India into two independent states, India (Hindu)

and Pakistan (Muslim).
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The Sikhs in Pakistan fled their country. When arriving
Bangkok, many early Sikh immigrants would first
settle down at a Sikh temple in Phahurat, forming
Pratu Lek Yai (big iron gate) and Pratu Lek Lek (small
iron gate) communities in the area. After gaining their
footing, they would move to other areas, such as
Sukhumvit and other provinces like Ubon Ratchathani,

Korat, Chiang Mai, and Pattaya.
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Communities of Sikh immigrant families who settled

down in Thailand:-
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Soi Pratu Lek Yai (big iron gate alley) (1)
was an alley with rows of wooden houses on both
sides, 30 houses on each. Each home was packed

with many families. Today, the location is home to

The India Emporium.

Soi Pratu Lek Lek (small iron gate alley) (2)

was next to Pratu Lek Yai. It still exists today.

Trok Sa-ke (3) consisted of around 30 wooden
houses, packed with Sikh immigrants who

rented these houses.
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Indian Sikhs, textile traders of Phahurat. Most Sikhs
who were immigrants usually started out their
business selling all kinds of textiles, not those imported
from India. Textiles did not require a lot of investment
- they could just take some fabrics from Sampheng
without having to pay upfront, using trust-based

lending, then pay back after they have sold the fabrics.

Some had a shop while others only had a booth or
would go door to door to sell their textiles. Later,

they also offered installment payment and loans.
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Sikh Temple or Gurdwara was central to the Sikh
people in Siam since their establishment in Phahurat

- Chak Phet area. This temple was built in 1932 and
was known as Gurdwara Siri Guru Singh Sabha. It was

the first Sikh temple in Thailand.

The golden dome, the landmark of Phahurat today,
was built in 1979 following the Golden Temple of

Amritsar in Punjab, India.
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Sikhism was born from combining teachings in
Hinduism and Islam. It was a new religion demanding
equality for all, without the constraints of the Indian

caste system.

Sikh men, even today, follow a practice of allowing
one’s hair to grow naturally and will not cut their
hair since birth. Their long hair is wound into

a bun, and they wear a turban. They also

grow their beard long and wear a cast iron

bracelet on their wrist all the time.
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New Kinds of Entertainment and
Modern Theatres
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#ModernLifeStyles #Movies #Cinemas

As Siam transitioned into a Westernized soci-
ety, Western films began to have a strong in-
fluence on the Siamese people’s lifestyle, since
the first cinématography screening at Prince
Theatre in 1897. After that, Chalerm Krung
Theatre was built just before the War, followed
by Kings Queens Grand in Burapha in the age
of Americanization during the 1950s-60s. It
was through these movies that Bangkokians

Llearned about Westerners and their ways of Life.
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“Nai Rang’s Seductive Dance” - '.‘l\\ /
Nai Rang’s group was known for cabar‘etl— \
style performances. After the War,

the group regularly performed at the
theatre on the upper level of Bamphen
Boon Market. The location was formerly

home to Prince Devawongse’s Palace.

T59unsannad “Ananadungs” Chalerm Krung Theatre
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King Rama VII visited Java in 1929 and watched a movie
at a theatre in Bandung, Indonesia. Upon his return,

the King ordered a modern theatre to be built at the
corner of Charoen Krung Road to celebrate Bangkok’s
150th anniversary in 1932, alongside the construction
of the Memorial Bridge which connected the two parts
of Bangkok.
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Chalerm Krung Theatre was the only proper theatre in
Bangkok, and was said to be “one of the finest picture
palaces in the Far East.” It was the first theatre in Asia

with air-conditioning.
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Tickets to Chalerm Krung
Theatre This is a lower class
ticket for the back row, priced at
0.25 baht (around a penny) per
seat, when the theatre began its
operation in 1933.
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Movie-goers’ etiquette at Chalerm Krung Theatre

After purchasing your ticket, you are free to choose
your preferred seat. To set the mood, colorful lights
would appear on the screen, before the screening
of foreign news and movie trailers, then the actual

movie.

After the movie has ended, the Royal Anthem would
begin to play, following the British tradition. The Royal
Anthem was later moved to before the movie began.

Ladies and gentlemen, please feel free to smoke
a cigarette inside the theatre.

MTIMAVLYBEIIUT
Tarzan and the Ape
Man (1932)

35mm / B&W / Mono,
Metro-Goldwyn-
Mayer

Johnny Weissmuller,
Neil Hamilton, Mau-
reen 0’Sullivan

Bailanm lag venmeuss (avAnisumam)
Image Courtesy of Film Archive (Public Organization)
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Chalerm Krung Theatre came at a transitional period
when silent film started to fade and sound-on-film
movies took over.

The theatre was built particularly for sound-on-film
movies, and was the first of its kind in Thailand.

At the time, there were no Thai subtitles.

THE APE May

JOHNNY WEISSMULLER
NEIL HAMILTON

C-AUBREY SMITH
MAUREEN OSULLIVAN
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Taken at the theatre when Tarzan and the Ape Man was

showing.



New Kinds of Entertainment and Modern Theatres

Tsuniloringaie

9

<4
z
@
I
=
=

fins fuduyn Auganavzamiilng

Mitr Chaibancha and the golden era of Thai film a 4 .
BRI LWSHA Elvis Presley
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After World War II, the US became powerful.
American culture began to flow in through fashion,

Thailand’s film industry flourished after World
War II. Movies were shot on 16mm film in full
color without sound. It thus needed to be music, and Hollywood films. At the time, no
dubbed when screening. At the time, one was more influential among
there were countless Thai movies, baby boomers than
with many showing at the same m : =1 L actor and singer

time. Large hand-painted ’Elvis Presley.

cutouts in bright hues

were used to decorate the Bunzung
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entrance of the theatre, and

no-one had more movie qaRanadAuading

cutouts than Mitr Chaibancha. Usangadaseusnlumis
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usntv alananaidy Wang Burapha officially became a teen’s neighborhood

WBII Lmﬁﬁ'“‘ﬂé when three consecutive movies of Elvis Presley hit
wniliindu naneugy iy the screen. Loving You was shown at Grand Theatre
“Uns-1wys1” on November 29, 1957. Jailhouse Rock was shown at
ﬁﬂﬁuﬁiﬁ%ﬁﬂu@muau Kings Theatre in March 1958. King Creole was shown

at Grand Theatre on November 26, 1958.
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Images from Thai Film Archive (Public Organization)

AUtN1SANT9YSWY Wang Burapha Shopping Center
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Wang Burapha Shopping Center was no different from
what Siam Square is today, with various shops and three
major cinemas - Kings, Queens, and Grand. It is where

the hip and young would come to see and be seen.

Image from National Geographic, November é955 /'
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In the 1960s, television was not yet popular, and most
Thai teens learned about American culture through

Hollywood fitms.
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After the death of the ultimate superstar
Mitr Chaibancha in 1970, Chalerm Krung
Theatre became deserted. It was closed for

renovation in 1991 and emerged as a historical

site with a revamped Llook in 1993, together with

The Old Siam Plaza. Today, instead of showing
films, it is a venue for short khon Thai masked
performances. The ticket is bundled with a ticket
to the Grand Palace, with shuttle service to
facilitate tourists from all over the world.
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Burapha Palace became Kings Theatre in 1953.
In 1984, it was changed into Merry Kings Depart-
mentstore. When the shops along Ong Ang Canal were
forced to move to make way for a landscape improve-
ment project, vendors from Saphan Lek (Iron Bridge)
moved to this new mall, focusing on selling toys and
hobbies. Mega Plaza
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Central Wang Burapha was the first department store
by Central, and it was closed down in 2007 because
it was not doing well. It was then reopened as a venue
for selling textiles, sort of like an air-conditioned
Phahurat market. You can spot Thai designers

roaming around here. China World Phahurat
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This corner building used to be Pratu Samyot Store,
under B. Grimm. Later, it was renovated into

a 3-storey building named Gagananga as it belonged
to Prince Gagananga (or Prince Bijit). In 1933,

it was home to Japanese hospital Takeda, before being
replaced by Srichand Pharmacy which was known for
Srichand Powder. Today, it is a stylish small hotel
called Cacha Bed Heritage Hotel.
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Ming Mueang Market was a Western-style roofed market.
It was built around the same time as Chalerm Krung The-

atre on a public ground in the Phahurat area.
The plan to dismantle the market was made since the
1960s but the actual dismantling did not begin untit

1978. The shophouses surrounding the Market were torn
down in 1992 and a new shopping mall was built in 1993

to cater to old school shoppers. The Old Siam Plaza
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Special Thanks to
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Rabil Pornpatkul
Surin Banyatpiyaphod
Cacha Bed Heritage Hotel
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Jagjit Singh Thakral
Krittidej Thakral
Panisha Thakral
Panuphon Thakral
Phichai Gambhir

UssUNBNTATEISINgH
UnIUU 39731

Curated by
o Bauaenu

aanLUULAzAaaENInssAnIg

e o o o
U3 iouls 4nin (unnru)

aonTuRRSArinTISHUTULivE6

Lﬂ'Uﬁ @ ouuaUlEE LIWNTZUTULNNTIEIS LDANTEUAS AFINNWT 9omoo
National Discovery Museum Institute &4 Sanam Chai Road, Phra Nakhon, Bangkok 10200

tel: 66 (0) 22252777 fax: 66 (0) 2225 2775
www.museumsiam.org | facebook.com/museumsiamfan



