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Relief showing a mule carrying equipment for a hunt. Assynian, 645-640 BC.
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Human-headed winged bull
(lamassu)
ca. 883-859 B.C.

Assyrian

From the ninth to the seventh century B.C., the kings of Assyria ruled
over a vast empire centered in northern Irag. The great Assyrian king
Ashurnasirpal Il (r. 883-859 B.C.). undertook a vast building program
at Nimrud, ancient Kalhu. Until it became the capital city under
Ashurnasirpal, Nimrud had been no more than a provincial town.

The new capital occupied an area of about nine hundred acres,
around which Ashurnasirpal constructed a mudbrick wall that was
120 feet thick, 42 feet high. and five miles long. In the southwest
corner of this enclosure was the acropolis. where the temples,
palaces, and administrative offices of the empire were located. In 879
B.C. Ashurnasirpal held a festival for 69,574 people to celebrate the
construction of the new capital, and the event was documented by an
inscription that read: "the happy people of all the lands together with

Read More
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9 On view at The Met Fifth Avenue in Gallery 401

= QJdl o o aa dlata o '8 ¥ 1 1 = o a [ a
BeufinanugluuinuAalzdatizaunnisinsiazanldnainuane 1w wuaisndnmeegtinasy Ussinnssulaaanizgilung
agnnmyusmenanedlanel (N8N

https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/keywords/assyrian-art/



https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/keywords/assyrian-art/
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/keywords/assyrian-art/
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/keywords/assyrian-art/
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah/keywords/assyrian-art/

The image transforms to a three-dimensional animated rendering: "The Northwest
Palace in the 9th century B.C."
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Learn about the culture of Mesopotamia in the Fertile Crescent between the Tigris
and Euphrates rivers
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