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This climber grows in one of Kanchanaburi’s mixed deciduous
forests. First discovered in 1971, it was named Afgekia mahidolae
Burtt & Chermsirivathana after Her Royal Highness Princess Sri
Nakharindra, the Princess Mother, as a tribute to her predilection
for wild flora in Thailand. “Kanphai” bears strikingly beautiful
flowers. Because vernacular name, Kanphai, means “protection
from dangers”, it is a favourite ornamental plant to be grown either
in front of the house or on fences.
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'INTRODUCTION

“The Wild Flowers of Thailand”

commemorates the auspicious 90th
birthday anniversary of Her Royal
Highness Princess Srinakarindra,
the Princess Mother, which fell on
October 20, 1990. Her Royal High-
ness’ predilection for wild flowers
of Europe has been well publicized
but very few people are aware of her
equal if not greater penchant for our
own indlgenons wild flowers.

During her innumerable visits
to promote health and welfare of the
Thai people living in the remotest
corners of the kingdom, she has
shown great interest in conserving
nature and the environment of which
wild flowers form an integral part.

This publication attempts to give
several dimensions to this
Royal Highness’ a
from an account of her early

interest in ﬂowersn, nc e
culminates in a large-scale reﬁ“ﬁesta— ool
tion pmjeéihﬂlellgl, anﬂlustrated §

- plants, a detailed descrlption of all
the 12 Princess Mother’s parks that
commemorated her 80t birthday o
anniversary, to the cultural aspect
of flowers in the Thai lifestyle.

" oy
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" H.R.H. THE PRINCESS MO

The unigue beauty and aesthetic

forms of wild flowers have always s = ——
attracted the Princess Mother’s in- R
terest since her days abroad. In her ‘

2

early married years at Sa Prathum
Palace in Bangkok the Princess Mother
enjoyed gardening to beautify the
grounds of'the Royal Residence.

During her summer vacations
in Switzerland, whenever she ven-
tured into the surrounding fields
and mountain slopes, alpine flowers,
such as edelweiss, gentians, gnapha-
lium, azaleas and polygonum attracted
her attention. These dainty flowers
were collected and pressed, either
in albums as reference for further
study, or in frames, greeting cards,
book-marks, and paperweights as
souvenirs or rewards for her retinue
and acquaintances.




CHAPTER 1

ER AND WILD FLOWERS







Sometimes, on these vacations,
wild mountain flowers were picked
and arranged in small containers,
such as sugar and jam dishes, washing
bowls and such like. Occasionally,
she quietly placed her flower arrange-
ments on the hotel tables of certain
acquaintances without their know-
ledge. This amusing practice drew
the attention of a French author,
Pierre Daninos, who often spent
summer vacations at the same hotel,
though without knowing whom she
was. He remarked upon this roman-
tic trait in his book “Vacances a Tous
Prix” : “ll y a une demoiselle trés
gentille qui cueille des fleurs dans
la montagne et compose de petits
bouquets qu’elle pose en secret sur
la table des amoureux. Elle est de
ces personnes qui connaissent chaque
chose par son nom : plantes, arbres,
glaciers. Le soir, sur la terrasse, elle
récite les étoiles—Antares, Cassiopée,
la Lyre—et renseigne les gens comme
moi qui, aprés la Grande Ourse,
nagent.” (Galyani Vadhana,
1987) %

* “Thereis avery charming younglady
who picks flowers in the mountains and
makes up little bouquets which she puts
secretly on the tables of people in love. She
is one of those people who knows everything
by its name : plants, trees, and glaciers. At
night on the terrace she recites the names of
the stars—Antares, Cassiopeia, Lyra—and
teaches people like me, who, after the Great
Bear, are completely lost.” (1958)




70

During the Princess Mother’s
visits to promote the health and
welfare of the people in remote areas
of Thailand, she often stays in moun-
tain resorts such as Phu Kradeung
National Park in Loei Province
where she can continue to enjoy the
beauty of wild flowers. :

Her knowledge of botany is
immense, enabling her to compare
and identify native genera and species
similar to those of the alpine region ;
for example, oaks, pines, birches,
rhododendrons, azaleas, gentains,
primroses, polygonums, violets
and lilies.

Her favourites are those her-
baceous wild plants with blue flowers,
such as bladderworts (utricularias),
gentians and violets. Her attention
is also attracted to dainty, small-
flowered plants like orchids, such
as spathoglotis, habenarias, pachy-
stoma; and the white-flowered
eriocaulons.
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The front cover of the book
“Busy Fingers”, written by H.R.H.
Princess Galyani Vadhana (1987),
shows H.R.H. the Princess Mother
holding a cardamine at Chalet—a—
Gobet, near Lausanne, while out
collecting wild flowers. She seems
to be admiring the flower’s natural
beauty whilst contemplating how
best to preserve this fragile beauty
forever ; this appears to be the source
of inspiration for all her artistic
creations : flower paintings on
ceramics and porcelain, and tapestry.

12



The Doi Tung Development
Project, covering 493,515 rai,
came into being under Royal Patro-
nage through the Mae Fa Luang
Foundation and the auspices of the
Ministry of Agriculture and Coope-
ratives in 1988, since the Princess
Mother had established her Royal
Residence on a mountain ridge of
Doi Tung, in Mae Chan district of
Chiang Rai. The idea for the project
was conceived by the Princess Mother
several years ago during one of the
flying trips to the area. The sight of
barren mountains deteriorated through
“slash and burn” farming com-
monly used by hilltribes, and the
ecological damage brought on by
commercial deforestation, brought
home the fact that something had
to be done to restore the natural
balance of the mountains. Trees
needed to be planted—not just a
few hundred, but millions. Further-
more, there was also the problem
of eliminating opium cultivation,
which the hilltribes had adopted since
ancient times as their major source
of income, and how to improve their
living standards without destroying
their ethnic culture. This needed to
be done in a way that would gain
their cooperation and support.

13
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The Project was implemented
in 1989, and conceived as a pro-
gramme of integrated develop-
ment research and study into the
recovery of natural forest and catch-
ment areas, taking in improve-
ments in the living standards of
both hilltribes and lowland people.

Such development would not
be only to establish social stability,
but logistical security for the North.
The initiation of systematic develop-
ment would also be a model for other




areas to follow in future.

Under this project the Princess
Mother has concentrated on
botanical activities, such as the pro-
pagation of cut-flowers of economic
value like chrysanthemums, carna-
tions, gladioli, and roses as well as
omamentals, such as dianthus, salvias
and petunias. She has also encouraged
orchard development of fruit trees
like persimmons, apples and pears,
for example, because of the econo-
mic value of such fruit.
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The evergreen forest is divided into four main categories, namely -
the lower montane or hill evergreen forest ; the lowland evergreen ;
brackish-water swamp or mangrove fﬂ{est ; and fresh-water swamp.
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Prunus cerasoides
Naang phayaa sdea khrong (¥ iy udolnii)

o

v Sa

Aoapc!cs erbmdend% Y éql‘fhem :
Lyonia,”‘Rhododendron, ;znd Vac-
cinium. Manymembers of this i’mn}\' »
of plants have showy “flowers,
namely : Rhododendron “arboreum
subsp. delavayi, .a:lree¢ 5.5 ms
high with bright  red bunches of
flowers, blooming in February -
May, Rhododendron moulimeinense,
a.lree 2+ 6 m. high with white
flowers, blooming i February

Aprile The  ¢rab._apple, Docynia
indica, a tree with white flowers
blooms inMarch and is not uncom-
mon at 1,000 1,500 m.; and the
wild cherry Prunus cerasoides,. a
pink-flowered tree with red fruit
also freguent at the same altitude.

Docynia indica 2 -
Mak khee nuu (3inaiy)
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Hymenopogon parasiticus ate et : k Agapetes variegata
Pho aasai (It A . . . &Y B Prathat yai (13- 17l

Agapetes moorei
Prathat lek (s2@dn)




Premna interrupta var. smitinandii
Piat aasai (11lunaifiy)

Aeschynanthus bracteatus
Waan Kkai tong

Aeschynanthus hosseusif
Waan Kai noi (1nlivion)

Aeschynanthus hildebrandii
Waan kai daeng (1muliuag

Epiphytes are abundant on
trees in this type of forest, composed
of shrubs, ferns, orchids and mosses.
The epiphytic shrubs with distinctive
flowers are the ericads such as
Agapetes hosseusii, A. moorei, A.
parishii, and A. variegata. All have
bright red flowers, which bloom in
February—April. Other epiphytic
shrubs are Hymenopogon parasiti-
cus, with white flowers and one
large white sepal ; Premna interrupta
var. smitinandii, with small whitish
flowers. Other epiphytes with
showy flowers are members of the
genus Aeschynanthus, e.g. : A.
garrettii and A. hildebrandii, with
bright red flowers blooming in Oc-
tober—November ; A. hosseusii
with orange-red flowers, from
October—November ; A. bracteatus,
with large red flowers, from Febru-
ary—March.

25




Dendrobium crystallinum . ] L e 4 Dendrobium senile

Ueang saai saam see (1oo1d1ud1ua) Ueang chanee (1301321

Dendrobium infundibulum Dendrobium devonfanum
Ueang ngoen luang (100atiuyiall) Ueang miang (1001iu1)
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Pholidota.imbricata
Ueang kaap dok (1001niugon)
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Vand@sliouvillef & o Vanda coerulea
Ueang liao Vilai (1oommauila) Ueang faa mui (19e3fniy)

EI’ia V[ttata ~ !ﬁ;
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g > }
Uea p“()”g phan (e WK J 39 IJ)

The epiphytic orchids are more
varied in species, and mostly bloom
at the approach of the rainy season,
i.e. March—April. The following
have quite pleasant flowers Ascocen-
trum semiteretifolium, a rather rare
endemic orchid at altitude 2,000—
2,100 m. ; Coelogy ne nitida, at Vanda coerulescens Arachnis limax
2,000-2,500 m. ; Cymbidium Faa mui noi (flnjution) Ueang kaap hoi (16 03MUMeD)
traceyanum, rather common at
1,200—-1,500 m. ; Dendrobium
crystallinum, Dendrobium parishii,
and Dendrobium devonianum,
frequent at 1,000—-1,200 m. ;
Dendrobium infundibulum, frequent
at 1,300-1,800 m. ; Dendro-
bium senile, at 1,300—1,500 m. ;
Eria vittata, at 2,000—2,200 m. ;
Pholidota imbricata, at 1,000—
1,100 m. ; Vanda liouvillei, at
1,000—1,100 m. ; Vanda coerulea,
at 1,000-1,500 m. ; Vanda
coerulescens, and Vanda denisoniana
at 1,000 m. An endemic and rare
orchid Arachnis limax is frequent
at 1,500—2,000 m. ; a rare orchid
Pleione praecox, also occurs at the
same elevation.

Pleione praecox 3
Ueang phlaai ngaam (1009Waiu113)




Alpinia bracteatggig: / : Impatiens violaeflora
Kaa kuk H\ITH)»)}, o Thian doi (l)i:m,nm,

Impatien jurpia
Thian chaap (tigui)




Cyrtandromea gnﬁ:diﬂora
Chong kaeo (Foiim)

Bauhinia variegata
Sieo dok khaao (iduinana

The forest floor is well covered
with herbaceous plants, some with
beautiful flowers, such as : Alpinia
bracteata, and A. zerumbet, both
being rhizomatous herbs over 1
m. tall with white and orange-red
flowers, blooming in December—
April. During September—November
many balsams are in bloom, namely:
Impatiens jurpia, with yellow flowers,
1. mengtzeana, with white and brown
flowers, L violaeflora, a succulent
plant with reddish-purple flowers.
Begonia palmata, a succulent plant
with pink-tinted flowers is also
common ; scattered close to the
ground is a variegate-leaved, Gom-
phostemma strobilinum var. acaulis,
with orange-red flowers. Shrubs
with beautiful flowers are also scat-
tered among the lower substrate all
over the area, i.e. Mahonia siamen-
sis, 2—3 m. tall with bright sprays
of yellow flowers, blooming in January-
February ; Cyrtandromoea grandi-
flora, 1-2 m. tall with white flowers,
blooming in January—March. Hy-
pericum uralum, a shrub 1-1.5
m. tall, is common in open spaces,
with bright yellow flowers, blooming
in February—March. On open slopes
Bauhinia variegata, a tree 5—10 m.
tall with white flowers is rather

29



Desmodfum floribundum Jasnifnum auriculatum %
Naat on (Mumoou) Phut-thachaat (11150

Z

‘ﬁi;tﬁgofera sootbpensis v/ o Chonemorpha fragrans
Khrdant'p; (ﬂjUﬂﬁ) & 'I/, NG 2% M Ra khang ngoen (5:911131)

common, blooming in March—
April ; Abelmoschus crinitus, a
shrub 1—-1.5 m. tall with yellow
flowers is scattered together with
other shrubs such as Desmodium
floribundum, Desmodium oblongum,
Indigofera sootepensis, and Astibe
speciosum, all in bloom from August
to December.
Climbers with attractive flowers
are frequent such as Apios carnea,
. with slender, wiry stems and pink
Wiosh) flowers, scattered in the open spaces
among tall grasses and bushes ;




Jasminum auriculatum, straggling
over shrubs and trees, the flowers
are pink-tinted, and sweet-scented.
A few woody climbers with showy
flowers also sporadically occur,
namely : Mucuna macrocarpa, with
bunches of creamy and purple flowers,
and Mucuna thailandica, an ende-
mic species with jade-green flowers
in long pendulous inflorescences ;
Chonemorpha fragrans, a latex-
bearing woody climber, with roughly
tubercled stem ; the flowers, are
white with yellow centre, and fragrant.

Astilbe speciosum
Atsadong (9da1

Mucuna thailandica
Phuang morakot (111113

‘ Pesmodium oblongum

Naat kham (viuani)

Aphichat (0n1¢)

Mucuna macrocarpa
Phuang nin yuA




Pinus kesfya
Son sam bai (duaiily
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Lantana trifolia
Phakaa krong paa (1n1150911)

Pinus merkusii
Son song bat (dudaiy Osbeckia stellata var. marginulata
Thao nang hung (1ainiigs)




Melastoma sanguineum

Mung khre chang (3j1n3¥11)

-

B

Rhodo'é:

Kulaap dﬁ‘eﬁg

Peristrophe lanceolaria
Chaa hom (h1d0u)

'

\
Rhododendron lyi
Dok saam see (aonaiid)

Sandstone formations, easily
recognised by flat-topped mountains
bearing more open types of various
vegetation such as pine forest,
savanna, and evergreen forest along
the streams and valleys. In the pine
forest there are two tropical pines,
Pinus Kesiya, and P. merkusii with
members of the oak family belonging
to the genera Castanopsis, Lithocarpus,
and Quercus, together with other.
small trees and low shrubs. Some
of the low shrubs have attractive
flowers, namely : Lantana trifolia,
1 m. tall with purple flowers, blooming
in August—September ; Osbeckia
crinita, a low shrub ; Melastoma
sanguineum and M. normale, 1—
1.5 m. tall with pinkish-purple
flowers, blooming from March to
May ; Peristrophe lanceolaria, 1
m. tall with bright purple flowers,
blooming from April to June ; Rhodo-
dendron lyi, 1—3 m. tall with white
flowers and R. simsif, 1—2 m. tall
with pink flowers, both blooming
from February to April ; Lyonia foliosa,
1-2 m. tall with hanging white
flowers, blooming in March—May ;

33




Vaccinium bracteatum var. eberhardtif
1 m. tall with white flowers, and
V. sprengelii, 1-3 m. tall with
hanging white and pink-tipped
flowers, both blooming from March
to May.

The showy-flowered epiphytic
plants in the pine forest are orchids
such as : the white-flowered Den-
drobium christyanum, D. formosum
and D. virgineum ; the yellow-flowered
Dendrobium trigonopus : the
orange-red-flowered, D. unicum,
an endemic species; a white-
flowered Coelogyne viscosa;
the brown and purple-spotted-
flowered Epigeneium magnum, is
more freguent. Among open ground
and savanna, grasses and sedges
are abundant ; during the months
of September to November many
herbs with dainty flowers bloom,
such as : the yellow-flowered

Dendrobium virgineum

Ueang ngoen wilaat

34
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Cyanotis axillaris
Phak plaap naa (finUsiuu)

Eriocaulon odoratum
Taapuu (a11)

Caulokaempferia calcicola
Proh hin (nnziin)

Caulokaempferia alba
Proh phuu miang (11)s1:91i01)

Anisopappus chinensis, about 1 m.
tall ; the faded-purple Caulokaem-
pferia alba ; yellow—flowered C.
calcicola ; the white-pink-flowered
C. thailandica, with underground
rhizome. From March to May a
number of annual herbs are in
bloom, namely : the blue-flowered
Cyanotis axillaris, a decumbent
plant ; white - flowered Eriocaulon
odoratum ; bluish - purple - flowered
Lobelia alsinoides ; Murdannia gigantea
sending up bluish flowers on a 1
m. long stem ; purple-flowered Viola
betonicaefolia, with tufted radical
leaves ; blue-flowered Gentiana hes-
seliana, and its var. lakshnakarae,
growing among sphagnum mosses ;
purple - flowered Osbeckia stellata var.
crinita, about 30 cm. tall and the
pink - flowered Polygonum affine
with radical leaves.




Lobelia alsinoides Gentiana hesseliana
Sadao din (dzimeiu) Dok reet thon (nonnialnu)

Osbeckia stellata var. crinata

En aa khon (15ud1wu)
Viola betonicaefolia
Bai phaai (luwiv)

:

Gentiana hesseliana var. lakshnakarae Mu.rkfannia_gigantea
Dok reet ko (Honusanu) Nam khaang klaang thiang (\ifharmaiaiioa)




In wet areas marsh-loving
temperate plants are frequent, e.g.
yellow-flowered Ranunculus japonicus
trailing over the ground ; yellow-
flowered Torenia hirsutissima and
yellow-flowered Xyris pauciflora ;
pink-flowered balsams, e.g. Impatiens
chinensis, 1. pseudochinensis and 1.
masonii, together with a ground

Torenia hirsutissima
Mon thian thong (vouiiusnes)

Xyris pauciflora
Kung (n1)

Arundina graminifolia
Yaa chim fan kwaai (ndiinuilunny)

orchid, Arundina graminifolia, of
about 1 m. in height ; and the pink-
flowered Cirsium lineare. Insectivorous
plants are also common in this area
such as the pitcher plant, Nepenthes
thorelii ; members of the bladder-
worts (Utricularia) ; and the sundews
(Drosera peltata and Drosera
burmannii)

Impatiens masonii
Thian thung (M)




Cirsium lineare
Naat naam (vuienivin)

Ranunculus japonicus

Kleep thian (nduigu) Nepenthes thorelii
Nag tao lom: (1111611

Impatiens pseudo-chinensis

o hm . 2 Thian Kaam kung (1o

Yaad nam khaang (vig1aniifing)

Drosera peltata
Yaa fai takaat (vijililnznma)




lg?rdonia axillaris
lang luang (1)

Vandopsis lissochiloides

Ueang rafaa (1a015:1h

| afus indigoferus
eang phraodong (1001131101)

Dacrydium elatum T SRR ; Impatiens claviger
Son haang krarok ((iianizson) B Thian duei pong (1Vivumou]aty




Cymbidium insigne
Samphao ngaam (dunmanuy)

In the evergreen forest along
the streams and in the valleys, tall
trees are forming rather dense stands
with Dacrydium elatum, a coniferous
species ; Castanopsis acuminatissima,
a false chestnut, Quercus auricoma,
an oak ; the white-flowered Gordonia
axillaris and Schima wallichii, belonging
to the tea family ; the red maple,
Acer calcaratum. Other plants worth
mentioning are : Cycas pectinata, a
living fossil up to 5 m. tall ; an
: ; epiphytic shrub, Agapetes lobbii with

\ Cy'ﬁgp‘ectiﬁata P & pink flowers ; and a yellow-flowered

prong kbao g . balsam, Impatiens claviger, found

(Mae) - ' scattered among the undergrowth.

Cycanmaaiiista Some ground orchids with showy
Bsong itiao (T flowers are represented by Cymbi-
(Female) dium insigne, with tufted stems,
sending up a 1.5 m. long inflorescence
bearing large purple-lipped, white
flowers frequent among grasses,
and a monopodial orchid, Vandopsis
lissochiloides, with up to 2 m. tall
inflorescence bearing large, yellowish-
brown flowers, growing in rock cre-
vices along the edge of the evergreen

41
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Phaius tancarvilliae ’

Ueang phraao (1001viin)

forest ; Phaius indigoferus, with
purple flower and white, purple-
streaked lips and Ph. tancarvilliae,
with purplish-brown flowers and . - £ P’ t >
J villosum /
pinkish-purple lips ; the salmon- oM M
red-flowered Habenaria rhodocheila, : :
a herbaceous orchid with a fleshy
rootstock frequent on rocks by
streams ; Pleione maculata, a white-
flowered orchid with orange lips,
flowering without leaves and frequent
on barren rocks by streams and on
mossy rocks in evergreen forests ;
on exposed, lichen-covered rocks,
Luisia recurva, an endemic species
is rather common. On wet rocky
walls Chirita micromusa, with yellow
flowers and maroon spots in the
throat is also frequent. The lady’s
slipper orchids found scattered in
this forest are : Paphiopedilum suk-
hakulii, an endemic species and P.
villosum, which blooms between
December and February.

Pleione maculata
Ueang plaai churap
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Luisia recurva : i Habenaria rhodocheila
Ueang khao pag (1003NLNY) % Pat daeng (ilvun1)

Chirita micromusa
Kham yaat (rinigin)




f \;
Luculia ggatissima
Phimchaify risdn)

Rhododendrgn dudyigiagur -
i Kulaap Khaals, (g 1AL

Impatiens kerriae
Yuea liang phaa (niioraoii)

Impatiens cardiophylla
Thian sawaang (1iyuding)
Pedicularis siamensis
Chomphuu chiang dao (yvininigian)




4
Impatiens L’lﬁ ‘

Thian hin (Mowiu)

Limestone formations are ex-
tensive and widespread in all regions
and are detected by their jagged
profiles and steep slopes. They are
often barren with abrupt ridges,
caverns, and underground streams,
bearing sparse vegetation consisting
of medium-sized trees and crooked
stems, they are the temperate oaks :
Quercus lanata, Q. semecarpifolia,
and Q. floribunda together with
Sterculia siamensis and the tempe-
rate palm, Trachycarpus martianus.
Others are drought-resistant plants
such as Luculia gratissima, a pink-
flowered shrub about 2 m. tall,
blooming in December—)anuary ;
Rhododendron Iludwigianum, a
white-flowered shrub up to 2 m.
tall, blooming in February—March ;

Impatiens psittacina
Thian nok khaeo (1

Impatiens nalampoonii
Thian phaa thai (mvumiln

and an undershrub, Inula nervosa
var. purpurascens, with white
flowers, blooming in November—
December. There occur many suc-
culent balsams or touch-me-nots,

" e.g. the purple-flowered Impatiens

cardiophylla, blooming in July—
August ; I. Kerriae with white and
pinKish-purple flowers blooming in
January—February ; the yellow—
flowered L larsenii, blooming in
September—October ; the purple-
flowered I. nalampoonii, blooming
in July-August ; and 1. psittacina,
with purple flowers blooming in
January—February. These latter
four species are endemic to Thailand.
A half parasite, Pedicularis siamensis,
feeding on root of other plants, bears
pink flowers in December—)anuary.

Inula nervosa var. purpurascens

Dao pradap (anls

Vil
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Paphiopedilum barbatum
Rong thao naaree muang (303M1M1311)

Paphiopedilum}bel_latulum
Ueang ueng (100101)

Paphioeium callosum
Ueang khaang kop (1903m3n1)

Orchids with beautiful flowers,
confined to limestone formation
are the lady’s slippers : Paphiopedi-
lum barbatum, blooming in Decem-
ber—March and from May to July :
P. bellatulum, with white purple-spotted
flowers, blooming from March to
August ; P. callosum, blooming in
July ; P. charlesworthii blooming in
October—November, with purple
and brown flowers ; P. concolor,
with yellowish purple-specked
flowers, blooming from April to
August ; P. godefroyae, with white,
purple-dotted flowers, blooming
from March to August ; P. exul with
greenish, purple-dotted flowers
and yellow lips blooming in January ;
and the white-flowered P. niveum,
blooming from November—December
and June—)uly. A narrow-leaved
orchid, Aerides krabiensis, with
pinkish-purple flowers is endemic
to Thailand on limestone cliffs by
the sea, blooming in March-April.
A terete-leaved monopodial orchid
Papilionanthe teres, with white and
pinkish-purple flowers blooms in
March—April.

Paphiopedilum charlesworthii
Rongthao naang ngaam (393U)




Paphiopedilum godefroyae ‘ £ B : ~ = i Paphiopedilum niveum
{ Ueang faa hoi (1§88shvou s : . "Bl Rongthao naaree khaao (s0uvinn3an)
n Pro o > A RS

Paphiopedilum concolor
Rongthao naaree lueang praacheen (saaihusniaoa)niu)

Papilionanthe teres Aerides krabiensis
Ueang mok (1001lun) Si krabee (#3nsz1)
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Derris dalbergioides

Khaang ten (fi1udu

)

Millettia kangensis

-
-
&
=
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Sato (dzno)

)/\

Krachoh (na.iv):




The leguminous family pro-
vides many beautiful flowering
trees: Butea monosperma, a
medium-sized tree 10—-15 m.
tall with bright red flowers bloom-
ing from April to June; Derris
dalbergioides a medium-sized tree
of 10—15 m. in height, confined
to the peninsular region from
Surat Thani southwards, blooming
from May to June; the bluish-
flowered Millettia kangensis a
medium-sized tree of 10—15 m.
in height, frequent along stream

speciosa a large, tall tree 20—
30 m. tall, confining to the penin-
sular region, blooming in De-
cember—J)anuary and Parkia su-
matrana, a large, tall tree, 20—
30 m. tall, confined to the south-
eastern region, blooming in
November—December; the orange-
red—flowered Saraca decandra, a
medium-sized tree, 10—-15 m.
tall, frequent by streams and
humid slopes, blooming in March—
May; Saraca indica a medium-sized
tree, frequent by streams with

bankg in the northern region,
blooming in March—May; Parkia

yellow to orange flowers, bloom-
ing in December—)anuary.

Saraca indica
Sok naam (L)

Saraca decandra

Sok khao (lanin)

Pakia sumatrana
Luuk ding (anvi1)
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Mesué»‘f\errea Gardenia campanulata
Bunnaak (uuuin) " 4 Phut naam (wani)

Dua 2 grandiflora Rade
Lamp paa (n’n-y«fh‘) @salong kham (m#za
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"< Ucuala sp.
Krapho (113:Vi0)

Gardenia tubifera

Phut paa (wath)

Besides the aforementioned
trees there are Mesua ferrea a
large tree 20—25 m. tall bearing
white flowers from February to
June; Duabanga grandiflora, a
large tree, 20—30 m. tall, fre-
quent by streams and humid
valleys, bearing large, white
flowers at the end of twigs, in
March—April; Radermachera ignea,
a deciduous medium-sized tree,
10—15 m. tall, frequent by streams
and humid slopes in the northern
region bearing tufts of orange-red
flowers on branches without
leaves during March—May ; Gar-
denia campanulata a small-sized
tree, 5—8 m. tall, frequent on
slopes in the peninsular region,
bearing white, sweet-smelling
flowers in April—May; and Gar-
denia tubifera, a small-sized tree,
5—8 m. tall, confined to the
peninsular region, bearing white
to yellow sweet-scented flowers
in April—May. A few palms are
also frequent, e.g. Licuala sp.,
and Kerriodoxa elegans, an
endemic species confined to the
peninsular region.

53



Vanilla albida
L Ngot khaao (109m)

Strophanthus wallichif
Mangkon daeng (¥

Some climbers are frequent
in this type of forest, namely: a
succulent orchid, Vanilla albida,
creeping on trees and shrubs
bearing white flowers in Septem-
ber—QOctober; Spatholobus pallidus,
an extensive, woody climber,
10—15 m. long, bearing sprays
of pink flowers in February—
March; Beaumontia brevituba, a
latex-bearing woody climber,
10—-12 m. long, bearing bunches
of large white flowers at the
twig-ends in September—October;
Strophanthus wallichii, a latex-
bearing woody climber, 10—-15
m. long, with brownish-purple
flowers borne at twig-ends in
February—March.

The ground is covered with
rather dense vegetation, some of

54

which bear quite attractive
flowers : Achasma macrocheilos,
and A. megacheilos rhizomatous
herbs up to 2 m. tall, the former
bearing bright red flowers, the
latter having yellow and red
flowers in March—April. The pur-
plish-red-flowered undershrub,
Ceratanthus rotundifolius an endemic
species blooming in ‘October—
November; Labisia punctata, an
undershrub with yellow flowers,
blooming in August—October;
Orchidantha siamensis, an ende-
mic herb confined to the penin-
sular region, bearing dark purple
flowers with white lips in March—
April; Uraria rufescens an under-
shrub bearing sprays of pinkish-
purple flowers in October—No-
vember.

Spatholobus pallidus :
Thao khaaomu thuean (to1411on)

&

Beaumontia brevituba
igan lyikaa (Mityrums)
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Labisia punctata Uraria rufescens \ : \Cér4fanthus rofiidifoltus -
Waan naang tat (3114136i0) Khonthee din (i) : Kaphtao dong (REimsial)"

Achasma megacheilos
Put khaang khok (1lniinn)

Orchidantha siamensis
Waan khlaa (11und)

Achasma macrocheilos
Put yai (iJalin)




Calanthe rubens - ; : Dendrobium gibsonii
Ueang nam tao (l’:)m!hw'h) : ; Ueang kham taa (1001ria1)

.

S ar, oculatum
m frtedrick.gianum ya\'. ocu

Dendrobtu
Ueang nok

Khamin (190UnVIY)

Dendrobfum primulinum H Dendrobium friedricksianum
Ueang saai prasaat (1001mulszam) Ueang lueang chanthabuun (19eamaedunys)




Rhynchostylis retusa . Vanda vipani
Ueang phuang malai (1603w 11d0) Ueang suea Khrong (1ooudalnsi)

Epiphytic orchids are abun-
dant but a few species bear
exquisite flowers: Calanthe rubens
with constricted succulent stems
bearing pinkish flowers ‘in De-
cember—)anuary; Dendrobium
gibsonii, bearing yellow flowers
with large maroon spots on leafless
stems in May—June; the yellow-
flowered D. friedricksianum, and
the variety oculatum blooming
from February to April; the purple-
flowered D. lituiflorum blooming in
July—August; D.primulinum bearing
purple and creamy flowers in
March—April ; Rhynchostylis retusa
a monopodial orchid with pinkish-
purple flowers blooming in May—
June ; and Vanda vipani, a mono-
podial orchid, bearing yellowish-
brown flowers in December—
February.

robfum lituiflorum
aai muang (1003 v1i13)
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Acanthus flicifolius
Ngueak plaamo namngoen
(miomlaniuesiaiv)



MANGROVE FOREST

The mangrove forest is found

along the estuaries of the rivers;

wt the main species in this forest
“,%;bq‘—type are members of the genera
. Bruguiera, Ceriops, Kandelia, and
“Rhizophora in the family Rhizo-
‘?’ﬁhoraceae, all have no significant
I. aflowers except Bruguiera sexan-
M, gula. a B8 ¥5-'20 m. tall with
i’ ng;ng‘ uedls‘ﬂ;‘ﬂowe Bl

e e
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- Bruguiera sexangula
Prasak daeng =
. ; ’ (Uszdinuan) y
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tall with spiny leaf-margins; Aegi-
ceras corniculatum, a white-flowered
shrup 1.50 m. tall; and the yellow-
flowered twining plant, Tristellateia
australasiae, often cultivated as
an ornamental. All of these plants
flower almost all-year-round.
Other trees associated in the
back mangrove bearing showy
flowers are : the white-flowered
Cerbera manghas and Cerbera odol-
lam, latex-bearing trees, 10—15 m.
tall, the flowers of the former with
yellow centre the latter orange-red
centre blooming in November—
January ; Dolichandrone spathacea,
a tree, 10—15 m. tall, bearing white-
tubular flowers in May—July ; the
red-flowered Lumnitzera coccinea,
a tree 15-20 m. tall blooming
in April-May; a white-flowered
Sonneratia griffithii, a tree up to
20 m. flowering in October—
November; and the yellow-flowered
Hibiscus tiliaceus, a tree 10—15
m. tall, with maroon blotches in
the throat of the flower, flowering
in July—September.

Tristellateia australasiae
Phuang thong khruea (wimaanio)

Aegiceras corniculatum
Lep naang (1aunn)

Cerbefa manghas
Teenpet saai (Awiflansu)




Lumnitzera littorea
Faat daeng (thauaa)

Cerbera odollam
Teenpet thalae (fdwiianzia)

Hibiscus tiliaceus
Po thalae (Jonzia)

Dolichandrone spathacea
Khae thalae (unnzia)
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FRESH—WATER SWA

Limnocharis flava
Taalapat ruesee (sailnsgis)

Monochoria hastata var. elata
Phlong (Iwav)

In fresh-water swamps
some aquatic species occur in
stagnant water, namely; Limno-
charis flava with yellow flowers
is abundant and blooms all year-

" round; Monochoria hastata and var.

elata, with bluish- purple flowers,
blooming between July - August ;
Nymphaea nouchali, with submer-
ged stem embedded in mud, and
leaves floating on the water surface,
bears single pale blue flowers well
above the water in January-February;
and Nymphoides indicum, floating
onthe water surface bearing white
flowers in August—October. In
the running stream a peculiar
plant, Crinum thaianum, endemic
to Thailand, with stem embedded
in the bottom of the stream and
leaves trailing along the water-flow
for 1-2 m., bears an erect bunch
of sweet-scented, white flowers
well above the water surface in
August—September. In the marsh

area the wyellow-flowered, Sesbania
javanica, _hanging flowers -
in September—October. :




Nymphoides indicum
Taptao yai (fuiaihigy)

Monochoria hastata F 3 Sesbania javanica
- Phak top thai (dnmulny) o Sano (o)







Cassia bakeriana
Chaiyaphruek {Thahing)

Randia uliginosa
Talumphuk (azquvi

DECIDUOUS FOREST

The deciduous forests occur
widely in the drier parts of the
country, composed of trees which
mostly shed their leaves during
the hot dry season and flower
from March to May, such as
teak (Tectona grandis), a tree of
economic importance; the yellow-
flowered, Xylia xylocarpa, and
Pterocarpus macrocarpus; Ter-
minalia alata, Gmelina arborea;
the pinkish-purple—flowered, La-
gerstoemia macrocarpa, and L.
speciosa; the yellow-flowered
Peltophorum dasyrachis; the white-
flowered Randia uliginosa; the
pink-flowered Cassia bakeriana,
blooming without leaves and the

Cmelina

So (#0)
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oranged-red-flowered Cassia
Jjavanica subsp. nodosa; the bright
crimson-flowered Erythrina
suberosa, and Bombax ceiba, also
blooming without leaves ; and the
purple-flowered Callicarpa arborea.

In drier habitats the structure
of the forest becomes more open,
and diptercapaceous species are
preponderant, the trees shed their
leaves completely during the hot dry
season and flower from November
to April. The most common species
are : Dipterocarpus intricatus, D.
obtusifolius, and D. tuberculatus ;
Shorea obtusa, and S. siamensis ;
together with Cassia fistula, and Dil-
lenia obovata. The evergreen trees
are few such as the yellow-flowered
Dillenia ovata, and Quercus Kerrii.

~,  Erythrina suberosa
>.  Thong bok (naaun)

Ca&arborea

Bombax cefba
Ngiu (H)
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Shorea siamensis
Aang

Dillenia obovata
Saan yai (4

Dillenia ovata Cassia fistula

Saan bai lek (a Ratchapruek

)




Ochna integerrima
Taan lueang (muidod)

Holarrhena curtisii
Phut nam

Dillenia hookeri
Saan din (Muan)

Blinkworthia lycioides C dendrum iicticaefolium
Sum krataai (funszeu) Phumphee daeng (aumiion)




Cycas siamensis
Prong liam (UsamduR <>
< =

Dry dipterocarp forest
(dasa)

Notable among the ground
shrubs that form open under-
growth are the yellow-flowered
Ochna integerrima, and Dillenia
hookerii, a low shrub with large
rootstock; the dirty white-flowered
Blinkworthia lycioides ; the white-
flowered Holarrhena curtisii. Cycas
siamensis is scattered all over the
area, flushing leaves in April and
fruiting in September. Few ground
orchids are coming up and in bloom

during September, e.g. Brachycorythis
helferi, and Habenaria corymbosa.

Habenaria corymbosa Brachycorythis hel,
Ucang dok chum (ti0monni) Waan naang bua (0
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Afgekia mahidolae Tetracera loureirf
Kan phai (iivsiy) Rot su khon (sddnut)

Bauhinia winitii
Oraphim. (03111))




Climbers are scattered in
mixed deciduous forests, such as
the pinkish-purple-flowered Afge-
kia mahidolae, an endemic
graceful twiner, named in honour
of H.R.H. the Princess Mother,
blooming in August—September ;
the fragrant, white-flowered
woody climber Tetracera loureiri
blooming in October—December;
Bauhinia strychnifolia, an exten-
sive woody climber with sprays
of red flowers blooming in April;
the white-flowered Bauhinia wini-
tii, an extensive woody climber

Millettia kityana
Khruea khaao yen (injadiniiu)

endemic to Thailand, named in
honour of the late Phya Winit
Wanandorn, the forest botanist;
Milletia Kityana, a yellow-flowered
woody climber also endemic to
Thailand, was named after the
late H.R.H. Prince Kitiyakara,
during whose position as Minister
of Finance, a botanical survey
of the country was financially
supported, under the directorship
of the late Dr. A.F.G.Kerr; and

the thorny straggling shrub,
Caesalpinia sappan, with yellow
flowers blooming in July—August.

Bauhinia strychnifolia
Khayan (wiu)"

Caesalpinia sappan
Faang (th1)




Dendrobium dr‘_aconis
Ueang ngoen (10011iu)

Aerides multiflora
Ueang aiyaret (1010013

Dendrobium alho-.«,:angul'neum
Ueang taa ngua (100@11))

Dendrobium heterocarpum

Aerides houlletiana ol
Ueang see taan (1o

Ueang kulaap khoraat (too1myiniilni i)




iidroblum lindleyi
Ueang phueng (o3t =*
70 e W :

Epiphytic orchids are rather
abundant but only a few have
showy flowers e.g.: the red-
flowered Aerides crassifolia; the
white and purple-flowered, Aerides
falcatum, and the fragrant-flowered
A. houlletiana, the pink-flowered
A. multiflorum bloom from
April—July; the white-flowered
with red lips, Dendrobium deni-
sonianum, the straw-coloured
with maroon blotches on the
lips, D. albo-sanguineum, the
yellowish-flowered D. heterocarpum,
the bright yellow-flowered D.
lindleyi ; and the lilac-flowered
Vanda lilacina. All of these orchids
are blooming during February—
March. Another epiphytic worth
mentioning here is the waxy
white-flowered Hoya pachyclada
which blooms in March— April.

Vanda lilacina

Ueang khem khaao (l8e391v1))

ut\

- i

Aerides crassifolia ;
Ueang Kulaap daeng (1003nmaniund)

Hoya pachyqlada,;;; .
Taang yai_ @liai)




Helixanthera gracilis
Kaafaak lot rieo [(mehifhiaoniio))

Balanophora abbreviata
Hora thao sunak (lsuidi)
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Helixanthera coccinea

Kaafaak yaan tong (mehngiuni)

Among the forest type al-
ready described there occur quite
a number of parasitic plants on
trees or roots, some of which
have beautiful flowers.

The epiphytic parasites are
as follows : Helixanthera coccinea
with red flowers on oak trees
in hill evergreen forest at an
elevation of 1,000-1,100 m.,
blooming in March—April ; H, gra-
cilis, with orange-red flowers on
shrubs in the lowland evergreen
forest at an elevation of 50 m.,

blooming in April—May; H.para-
sitica, with red and white flowers
on Anthocephalus chinensis in the
hill evergreen forest at 1,000—
1,100 m., blooming in March—
May; Macrosolen avenis, with
bright red flowers on oak trees
in the hill evergreen forest at
1,000—1,200 m., blooming in
March—May; M.platyphyllus with
bright yellow flowers on the para
rubber tree in the lowlands at
about 20 m., blooming in March—
April.



Helixanthera parasitica Aeginetia.indica
Raafaak ko (mifhnia) Dokdin daeng (aaneiip 1)

Macrosolen platyphyllus
Prathat lueang (1szviamaon)




Balanophora harlandii
No phasutha (1iviowas)

Sapria himalayana o RRASATE RN Christisohia siamensis’ 3
Kraffion ruesee (ns: v ‘ : Waan dok ‘Saam see (3Tu@ondnd)




Root parasites are scattered
in evergreen forests, namely:
Aeginetia indica with dark purple
flowers found both in the low-
lands and higher elevations,
blooming in April-May; Balano-
phora abbreviata, with white
male flowers and dark red female
flowers occurring at 900—1,000
m., blooming in September—
October; B. fungosa with whitish
male flowers, brownish-red female
flowers, occurring at 50—1,000
m., blooming in September—
October; B. harlandii, with white
male flowers, dark-red female
flowers occurring at 1,000-—
1,100 m., blooming in Septem-
ber—October; B. latisepala, with
white male flowers, orange-brown
female flowers, occurring at 50
m., blooming in October—No-
vember ; Christisonia siamensis
with dark purple and yellow
flowers feeding on grasses in
deciduous and evergreen forests
at 100-900 m., blooming in
" September—October; and Sapria

* oy & F£J A - : himalaya with orangered flowers,
g’ \} .\‘-.,. ‘ v g1 feeding on a vine in hill ever-
ﬁt;ﬁ":";:"]';’(’"’I'l’]:ﬁi;{*«em;\t A - g ~ .~ green forest at 1,000-2,000
\ W2 : : o " A . g . m., blooming in December—J)anuary.
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H.R.H. Princess Srinakarindra,
the Mother,
the remarkable
1980. - All Thai
at this
they had long recognized H.R.H.'s
personal and
devotion to the well-being of
Thai people across the Kkingdom.
In gratitude and loyalty to H.R.H.,
the Ministry of Education proposed
a project to build public
as a tribute to the Princess
Mother. Since Thailand still
public parks where children and
grown-ups relax and play
during their leisure hours, to pay

reached
80 in

rejoiced

Princess

age of
subjects
for

auspicious occasion

sacrifices tireless

parks

lacks

can

&t

b %

g

¥

SRR

Princess Mother
in the form of
would not only
the Thai people’s
also directly bring
Thai people.
hand,

the
occasion

tribute to
this
public

on
parks
demonstrate
loyalty but
happiness to
On the
would

the

one the parks
serve the
lungs, thus fulfilling the govern-
ment’s environmental policy, on
the other, they would also testify to
the Mother’s concern
for happiness.
agencies,
loyal
of the general public who would

as country’s

Princess
her
Government

subjects’
private
members

enterprises, and

like to contribute to society, were

CHAPTER 3

the construc-
public parks at
educational regions.
Princess Mother has
those public
parks to be called by her name,
“Somdech
Phra Srinakarindra Park.......... i
followed by the name of the
province where the park is sited;
the 12 parks include, Somdech
Phra Srinakarindra Park Si Sa
ket, Roi Et, Phra Nakhon Si
Ayutthaya, Chachoengsao, Phichit,
Sakon Nakhon, Chiang Rai,
Ranchanaburi, Phangnga, Chum-
phon, Pattani and Nonthaburi.

invited to
tion of 12
the 12

support
each
of
H.R.H. the
graciously allowed

each starting with
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Sakon Nakhon

)
Phichit °
Roi Et

[ ]
Si Sa Ket

Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya
[ ]

®
hanaburi Chachoengsao

Somdech Phra Srinakarindra Parks I

[ ]
Pattani




Thanks to the Princess
Mother’s popularity and the Thai
people’s loyalty, construction of
each Somdech Phra Srinakarindra
Park has drawn out the best from
all sectors. Everyone has contri-
buted his/her utmost in terms
of physical and mental energy,
ideas and funds to the project
until its objectives are achieved.

These parks have instilled
a new awareness in Thai people
of the value of public parks. The
idea has inspired construction
of many more public parks in
the Princess Mother’s honour
across the country. The parks
will serve as prototypes for others
in the future since they are living
proofs of a novel way to com-
memorate and celebrate signifi-
cant birthday anniversaries of
the most beloved members of
the Royal Family.
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Somdech Phra Srinaka-
rindra Park Si Sa Ket is located
in an area of 237 rai (95 acres)
on the grounds of Si Sa Ket
Agricultural College at Nong
Khrok sub-district, about 1 Kilo-
metre away from the town centre.
The park has Kkept its natural
wildness and is fed by rich water
resources. A lot of Lamduan (Melo-
dorum fruticosum) trees grow in
the park. Their winter blossoms
fragrance give the park its unique
character and the flowers become
the park’s symbol. The park is
also known for having best pre-
served its natural state. It serves
as a public place for recreation
and a workshop for Si Sa Ket
Agricultural College students’
practicum.

Somdech Phra Srinaka-
rindra Park Si Sa Ket was gra-
ciously opened by H.R.H. the
Princess Mother on December
19, 1981.
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Somdech Phra Srinaka-
rindra Park Roi Et surrounds
Phalanchai lake in front of the
town hall, northeastern province
of Roi Et, covering an area of
about 227 rai (91 acres). This
urban park features a spacious
ground where the provincial
authorities hold official functions
and the locals take their exercise.
The park is adorned with flower-
ing and ornamental plants of all
kinds. lts well-kept grass lawn
is shaded by trees, large and
small. A refreshing fountain, that

can be adjusted to great heights,
provides a focus at the centre of
the park. Visitors to the park
may also take time off to read
books in a pavilion set aside for
the purpose.

The park has been made
possible by cooperation from
both the private and public sec-
tors. In creating the park, an
area in the town centre, which
would have been developed
commercially, has been preserved
for the general public’s recrea-
tional use.




Somdech Phra Srinakarindra Park
Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya

Somdech Phra Srinaka-
rindra Park Phra Nakhon Si
Ayutthaya covers an area of
about 100 rai (40 acres) within
former capital city’s historical
park. Historical buildings and
monuments in the park area
have been restored, while trees,
roads, bridges and more buildings
have been added to the site to
recreate contemporary setting
and atmosphere. Another 230
rai (92 acres) of the adjoining
area is ear-marked for develop-
ment into a herbal garden and
historical park.
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This park features three
notable historical monuments, all
of which can be reached by
rowing boats. Situated on an
artificial islet, the park is served
by historical streets as well as
an ancient system of canals and
drainage ditches where fish are
released. A section of the his-
torical park is set aside for plants
and trees that have been men-
tioned in classical Thai literature.
Their sizes will be kept to a
certain height to allow a clear
view of the historical monuments
from afar.

Somdech Phra
Srinakarindra Park
Chachoengsao

Somdech Phra Srinaka-
rindra Park Chachoengsao is
created around the headquarters
of the provincial authorities. An
area of 90 rai (36 acres), taking
in the existing Kasem Park, the
provincial stadium, has been
developed. The park has kept the
local flavour with a restored
Thai-style pavilion for recreation
and a traditional Thai house for
a reading room. Among its flower-
ing and ornamental plants,
bougainvilleas are most noticeable
in their natural surroundings.
A cool spot can be found in
the middle of the park where a
large pond is shaded by trees
grown on its banks. The park
also contains a playground, a
spacious yard and a large lawn
in front of the town hall where
people can relax or exercise.




Somdech Phra
Srinakarindra Park
Ranchanaburi

Covering about 600 rai
(240 acres) of Ban Thung Naga-
raj, Nong Ya sub-district, at
Muang district in the western
province of Kanchanaburi, Som-
dech Phra Srinakarindra Park
Ranchanaburi is located on flat
land at the foot of a hill. There
is a natural rock garden where
each rock resembles some animal,
from elephant to tiger, lion, fish
and dinosaur. Some rocks are
overgrown with verdant plants,
while others resound like a bell
when tapped. There are also at-
tractive caves and naturally
grown medicinal plants. Wild
animals, such as hares, phea-
sants and deer, occasionally
appear around the rock garden.

A flowering tree, Barnettia
pagetii, was first discovered in
Kanchanaburi Province and offi-
cially named “Kanchanika”. lts
flower has since been adopted
as the park’s symbol.




Somdech Phra Srinaka-
rindra Park Chumphon is sited
in area of Tham Khao Ngoen,
the “Silvery Hill Cave” at Tha
Ma Phla sub-district, Lang Suan
district in the southern province
of Chumphon. The hilly terrain
has been preserved in its natural
state, dominated by Khao Ngoen
hill on the right bank of the
Lang Suan river. Six beautiful
caves are found in the area.
Inside those caves, visitors may
admire and pay homage to
Budcha images, and the en raved
initials of King Chulalongkorn
who once visited the area. There
is also a Buddha footprint shrine
on the hill, the path to which is
dotted with pavilions where visi-
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tors may take a rest while
admiring the scenery. There are
rambutan orchards whose colour-
ful fruits further enhance the
park’s natural beauty.

This coastal park covers
an area of 155 rai (62 acres)
of mangrove forest at Rusamilae
sub-district, Muang district of
the southern province of Pattani,
is the seventh Somdech Phra
Srinakarindra Park Pattani. A
recreational and viewpoint area
is provided for tourists who
come to admire the beautiful
scenery of Pattani estuary. A
statue of H.R.H. Krommaluang
Chumphon Khate-Udomsak, much
revered by seamen, is located
to the west of the park.

The park’s mangrove forest
serves as a recreational area as
well as a field study area for
students of marine biology and
mangrove forest.



Somdech Phra Srinaka-
rindra Park Phichit is sited at
Bueng Si Fai lake, of Muang
district, only one Kkilometre away
from the town centre. Of its
170 rai
50 rai is solid land, bordering
the remaining 120 rai of lake-
land. Visitors may catch breath-
taking sunrise and sunset on
the lake from a large pavilion
which can be reached by a bridge,
linking it with the mainland. The
lake teems with fish of various

(68 acres) area, only .

kinds, swimming in and out of
clumps of blooming lotus in all
shades of colours. Migrating wild
ducks spend the summer here
on the lake in their thousands.
A 35—metre jet of waier is set
up in the middle of the lake
while the lake bank has been
landscaped and planted into
shady trees. The entrance to the
park features a large sculpture
of Chalawan, the legendary great
crocodile, the symbol of Phichit
Province

Somdech Phra Srinaka-
rindra Park Nonthaburi is located
at Nong Prue, Ban Mai sub-dis-
trict, Pak Kret district, Nonthaburi
Province. 1t is 5 kilometres away
from Pak Kret intersection on the
route to Pathumthani Province.
Since the area of 69 rai of its
109 rai (43.6 acres) is water,
a water park has been created,
consisting of a water-jet, a raft-
house, a Thai-style pavilion, a
flower clock, flowering plants
and trees, a miniature rock
garden and a multi-purpose
ground.
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Somdech Phra Srinakarindra Park

Sakon Nakhon

Somdech Phra Srinaka-
rindra Park Sakon Nakhon covers
120 rai (48 acres), about half
of which is solid land, around
Sa Phang Thong, or the “Golden
Pond”’. The park is located 1
kilometre away from the town
centre, near Nong Han lake. The
park area consists of series of
miniature gardens of flowering
and ornamental plants, surround-

ing the lake. A pathway along
the embankment of Nong Han
dam is bordered by large trees
under which visitors may sit or
walk while enjoying the scenery
or taking an exercise. On the
lakeside, a pavilion is provided
for reading. The provincial au-
thorities have declared Inthanin
(Lagerstroemia speciosa), the tree re-
presents this park.




Somdech Phra

Srinakarindra Park
Phangnga

Somdech Phra Srinaka-
rindra Park Phangnga covers an
area of 100 rai (40 acres) at
the Tham Rushi Sawan (Rushi
Sawan Cave), in the vicinity of
Phangnga municipal hall. Created
over an existing public park, the
park retains all natural features,
the beauty of which has been
enhanced for greater harmony.
These features include forest,
mangrove, limestone hills, mag-
nificent caves, streams and moats
surrounding areas where flower-
ing and ornamental plants grow,
and where visitors enjoy them-
selves. A multi-purpose pavilion
and a building have been refur-
nished and set aside as reading
and other facilities for the public.

This park is a major na-
ture park for Phangnga and other
nearby provinces in the South.

Somdech Phra
Srinakarindra Park
Chiang Rai

Somdech Phra Srinaka-
rindra Park Chiang Rai is an
enormous water park, covering
more than 625 rai (250 acres)
of Ban Du sub-district, in Muang
district, Chiang Rai. The lakeland
embraces both the Greater Lotus
Lake and the Lesser Lotus Lake
which are linked by a “Road of
Flowers”’. That is bordered on
either side with banks of multi-
coloured flowers, providing the
park with its most remarkable
attraction. This northern park
abounds in exotic temperate
climate flowers and features an
arboretum where visitors can
study plant species while enjoying
themselves. An elaborate pavilion
for royal visits also greets vistiors
to the park.
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In Thai life flowers impinge
in a variety of ways. A number of
flowers are used as food. They may
be fried, boiled, steamed, stewed,
battered, baked, grilled, pickled, or
they may simply be eaten raw. It is
remarkable how the Thais have found
so many ways of cooking flowers*.
There are also many flowers whose
scents and colours are used in cooking.
Certain flowers are dried and infused
as teas for refreshment. Apart from
the refined art of actual Thai cooking,
it is for the elaborate forms of pre-
sentation, for example, fruit and
vegetable carving or garnishing,
that Thai cuisine is renowned world-
wide, and has been ever since ancient
times. The theme of flowers is ever-
recurring in Thai fruit and vegetable
carving or garnishing.

*M.L. Tui Jumsai, “Flowers and People” ;
Thai Wattana, 1972.



It is amazing that the Thai phar-
maceutical handbook of the School
of Traditional Medicine Association
mentions 92 kinds of flowers which
are medicinal and mild tasting. These
are mainly used as stimulant, for
instance bunnak (Mesua ferrea),
phikun (Mimusops elengi), and mali
(Jasminum sambac). Some such as
thongkwao (Butea monosperma)
are used for the remedy of fevers,
chumhet-yai (Cassia alata) are used
as laxative. 1t is interesting that the
flowers that are used as medicine
or as ingredients for other medicine,
are usually edible.

In Thai art, it is the beautiful
natural structures of flowers that
provide the source of inspiration.
The characteristics and structure of
a lotus originate Thai decorative
patterns. Although the natural beauty
of flowers is art in its own right, it
is further elaborated in Thai art.

Chumbhet-yai (cassia alata)

Phikun (Mimusops elengi)
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Flower arrangement has been
practiced in Thailand since ancient
days. Evidence for this dates back
to the Sukhothai period. In Thao
Srichulalak or Nang Nophamat
various styles of flower arrangement
are referred to as popular pastime
among women, and were regarded
as one of the important signs of
noble Thai womanhood since, Thai
flower arrangement is a fine art
requiring a range of good qualities.
Thai garland making, for example,
requires a calm and delicate nature,
essential qualities of good housewives.
On the other hand, women who
possessed no flower arrangement
skills would be condemned for bring-
ing shame to their families in those
days, for traditionally such skills
originated in the Court and had been
passed on to women of wealth and
noble birth.

It was Nang Nophamat who
invented a floating lantern in the
shape of lotus made with colourful
flowers of various kinds, adorned
by candles, incense sticks and a
lantern. This floating lantern was
placed on the river at the Royal
Ceremony of Chong Prieng on the
night of the full moon of the twelfth
lunar month. The King was so
delighted by the floating lantern in
the shape of a lotus that he declared
a tradition of floating lanterns on
the night of the full moon of the
twelfth lunar' month, the festival
which has been passed on until the
present day, now known as the Loi
Krathong Festival. The floating
lantern is made of banana leaves
and decorated with flowers.
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The principle of Thai flower
arrangement is to create fine art.
Evidence can be seen in floral bouquet
arrangements, garland making,
floral lace, floral chain, ordination
flower arrangements, the Bai Si
arrangement and so on, all requiring
intricate artisty whereby flowers
are rearranged or modified such
that they reappear in new forms
that are different from their natural
states. For example, rose petals
are pleated one by one to make a
garland or to make artificial flowers
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such as Dok Kha; lotus petals are
pleated in various styles - flowers
of phut (Ervartamia coronaria) are
made to resemble a bracelet for the
Buddhist Lent Candle. Such is the
cultural heritage that the Thais
should preserve. Difficult as it may
be for the younger generation, this
aspect of Thai art brings pride to
the nation. The traditional Thai floral
art is still taught in girls schools,
as well as vocational and technological
colleges, to preserve the Thai cultural
heritage.






The Thais are touched by the
benevolence and purity of flowers,
which seem to reflect the politeness,
gentleness and calm of the Thai, as
well as their Buddhist faith. Flowers
are selected with care for various
occasions. Even the names of flowers
should also be suitable for those
occasions. Lotus flowers are used
to remember the Lord Buddha since
the lotus is the flower with which
He compared human beings in his
sermons. A flower-offering ceremony
marks the Buddhist Lent at the site
of the Holy Footprint in Saraburi
Province.




To express gratitude is a good
tradition. The Thais are constantly
taught to be grateful to those who
have been good to them, namely,
their parents, teachers, senior
family members and others. The
Wai Khru Ceremony, the ceremony
to pay respcet to teachers, and the
tradition of paying respect to elder
family members on Songkran Day
are still widely practised. A Thai
family represents a warm, close
social unit where children respect
senior family members who, at the
same time, express their love, kind-
ness, affection and good wishes for
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