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The Royal Speech

of Her Majesty the Queen

Given to the Audience of well wishers composing of

Individuals, Philanthropic Foundations, Associations, Pupils,

Universities and Organizations.

On the Auspicious Occasion of Her Majesty’s 60th Royal

Birthday Anniversary, August 12, 1992

(The Royal Audience Graciously Granted on Tuesday August 11, 1992 at 4.30

p.m. at Sala Dusidalai).
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I am thankful to the Government,
the Prime Minister and all those
representing the Armed Forces, the
Commander-in-Chief of the Army,
the Nawy, the Air Force and every-

one who are so kind to come to
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Royal Speech

express their best wishes to me on the

occasion of my 60th Birthday Anniver-
sary.

I'am also thankful to the people all
over the country who have cooperated
in organizing hundreds of activities to
celebrate my 60th Birthday anniver-
sary. It is extremely gratifying that all
these activities would be beneficial to
the public. I myself could not possibly
have done so much and so extensively
for the people throughout the country
on this occasion. Accomplishment of
various tasks depends on the unity of
the people. Such spirit of cooperation
has helped our country to remain
independant during the period of colo-

nialism.

I am proud of that cooperative
spirit whenever I respond to the query
of foreigners as to why Thailand has
been able to keep its sovereignity

throughout the years up to the present.

The projects and activities jointly
undertaken by the people are all meant

to fill in whatever is found wanting in
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the country. To cite as an example,
reforestration has been carried out
because of the realization that our
forest has been nearly devastated. It is
thus very necessary that reforestration
should urgently begin for the rehabili-
tation of the sources of flowing water,
healthy air and other natural resources.
There have been such activities as
planting flower and decorative trees to
beautify the country, building several
public parks for the health and recrea-
tion of the people, collective ordaining
of various groups for the perpetuation
of Buddhism, constructing several
structures for public use, organizing
many activities to the benefit of the
people and public welfare as well as
conducting several types of shows and

celebrations for public entertainment.

In addition to all these activities for
the country, a number of people have
donated to the “Support Foundation”
for the benefit of farmers of which I
serve as Chairman. I am truly proud
to be entrusted with the task of serving

the country and given the opportunity
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Royal Speech

to help so many people throughout the
42 year period starting from the time
when His Majesty the King graciously
crowned me Queen when [ was 17
years old up to now when I am
reaching the age of sixty. [ know very
well that my accomplishments owe
mostly to your support. Moreover, |
realise that this is my duty to the
country in view of the fact that a great
number of our people are still impov-
erished. Poverty enslaves human be-
ings to the suffering of hunger and
various types of illnesses. Without our
helping hands they would by no means
be released from such enslavement.
The more they have to endure hunger
and illness, the more they are driven to
sell their farm land. Afterwards, they
are prone to be heavily indebted,
losing hence all the chance of being

free to stand up tall by themselves.

Therefore [ am very thankful to
those who have continuously support
the “Support Foundation” because in
doing so they have joined in the

common effort to assist the poverty-
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stricken. At the moment the “Support
Foundation” counts more than 20,000
members. All these families have
gained extra income, vigorous health
and a chance to prove their worth in
making a living. As for the of Support
Foundation Training Centre, The
members have got only compulsory
education. But, in spite of their poor
educational background they can still
preserve Thai national heritage, per-
petuate time-honored beauty of
Ayudhyan arts and thereby become
leading artists of the world. When I
had an opportunity to take products of
the “Support” arts and crafts to exhibit
in New York and Washington, D.C.,
not a single soul believed that these
products were the handiworks of those
who had merely primary education.
Their works are presently shown in the
“Mother land Arts” exhibition at the
Ananta- samakom Throne Hall. Had
you seen them you would have been
glowing with pride like myself with the
realization that the Thais are really

great artists.
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Royal Speech

Beyond that I have known all
along the fact that the stability of the
institution of Thai Monarchy bases
on the love of the people and their
readiness to come to its protection.
I have always instructed my children
that if not for the firm faith of the
Thai people, the institution of
Monarchy would not last unto this
day. Thus all the members of our
family will have to take it as their
duty to work hard for the welfare of

the people.

Once | accompanied His Majesty
the King on a mission to visit the
soldiers at Khao Khoh. At the time
wounded soldiers from the battlefield
were carried back to a field hospital at
the operation base. A helicopter
brought the wounded down near the
roval residence. His Majesty the King
and [ went to pay a visit to the wounded
soldiers. I saw real bleeding. Even
though I had tried to keep a steady face
but the reflection in my eyes must have
unwittingly shown fear upon seeing

blood. The wounded soldier might
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have sensed my feeling. It seemed that
he always had his heart and mind set
ready for the defense of the institution
of the Monarchy because he immedi-
ately try to console me by saying “May
it please your Majesty, I am not much
hurt. Please do not worry.” I was so
touched realizing that the wounded
had become the party who was wor-
ried about me, about my very feeling,
though I was well and healthy. He
himself did not show any sign of worry

for his own self.

And like I have just related to you
who assemble here stressing that the
institution of Monarchy has been per-
petuated until the present time be-
cause all of you have assisted in it's
protection,  would like therefore to tell
you about an event in Yala province.
At the time when there was a bomb
explosion in Yala province His Majesty
the King and I were on the royal
pavillion which was built high above
the ground so that we can clearly
withness what was going on. After two

bomb explosions the people who were
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Royal Speech

seeking His Majesty the King's audi-
ence quickly dispersed in fright, But
after a short run I noticed that they
suddenly stopped and turned back
When His
Majesty the King and I descended to

quickly to the pavillion.

see them, all of them apologized and
explained that they were very fright-
ened at first but having regained con-
trol of themselves they Promtly ran
back to be with us. They further stated
that if anybody wished to assassinate
us they would be willing to be killed

along with us.

These events have always remained
in my memory. They have encour-
aged me to concentrate more on
serving the people in improving their
livelihood, making them wealthier,
thereby stabilizing the country. The
reaction of the people proved beyond
doubt that in the most critical time of
their lives the Thai people still show
their concerns for His Majesty the King
and myself. The bond between the
people and ourselves has always been

truly profound. As one of those who
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have been sustained by the people,
whatever could entail happiness and
welfare to them would also make me
happy. Thus I owe sincere thanks to
those who support me in bringing

happiness to the Thai people.

Recently before rainfall the North-
east faced a serious drought. I there-
fore went out ot visit several northeast-
ern provinces and discovered that now
the people realise more and more the
cause of the drought. Thus a large
mumber of those who used to stay in
the water source area concurred to
move their families to earn their living
elsewhere in order to make way for
reforestration efforts for the purpose
of constructing somekind of water
reservoir. Having seen such sacrifices,
[ have decided to support their good
intention by sending the personnels
from the “Support Foundation” to help
them in their villages so that they
would be able to plant white mulberry
(Morus alba) trees for the farming of
silk worms as well as to learn how to

weave silk and carve woods in order to
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Royal Speech

earn additional income. And once
they have finished with their works
they would come to Chitralada Villa
where they are well acquainted with
and know that the Foundation is always
ready to help them to sell their prod-

ucts.

As far as forest conservation is
concerned | have once heard His
Majesty the King saying that the area
of deteriorated forest should be subdi-
vided into villages for habitation, by
making it clear to the people that we
could allot to each family approxi-
mately 7 rai (1,600 square metres per
rai). They are, however, duty bound to
replant the forest and continue to take
good care thereof so that the forest
could serve as an important source of
water. Even though each family would
be allotted with only 7 rai for cultiva-
tion, His Majesty the King has ex-
pressed his wish that the government
would render full support, e.g. the

Irrigation Department would supply

- water, the Fisheries Department would

help in the digging of fish ponds,
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agricultural personnel should go in to
give advice as to the appropriate veg-
etation planting for each season, re-
sulting thereby in the optimization of
the limited space for occupational
purposes. Marketing service are also
to be provided. For example, I volun-
teer in the matter concerning Thai folk
arts and crafts, such as by teaching
them as to how to weave “mudmee”
silk, “hang gra-rauk” (squirrel’s tail) silk,
to make artificial flowers, to carve
woods into animal figures which are
familiar to them. The finished prod-
ucts are to be sent to Chitralada Villa
whereupon the Support Foundation
will then help with the marketing so
that they will have regular income for
their early work. With a stream-lined
organizational set-up, human beings
and forests would well coexist without
being mutually destructive, resulting
thereby in the reinvigoration of the
deteriorated land in the interest of

significant benefits to us all.

[ wish to advise you as to why we

should conserve forests not just for
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wild life. The most compelling reason
is to have sources of water. And all of
us should be grateful to the land. We
call this land our motherland because
this very land has been the birthplace
and has nurtured the Thais for over
700 years. We should thus be obliged
to keep the land fertile. If we one-
sidedly take advantage of the land, e.g.
by overextensive logging to the extent
of deforestration, by using insecticides
to kill weeds resulting in spoiling the
soil, or by polluting rivers and canals
with garbages without due considera-
tion, and if we continue mercilessly
and ungratefully doing damages to the
land, our motherland will become irre-
trievably one day and die away from
us. Whatever is left behind would be
parched earth, totally infertile—full with
dust. It would be the land without soul,
without any meaning to any life on

earth.

At present we still have time and
opportunities to rehabilitate our moth-
erland. Forests are good tonics for the

land. Thailand is located in the far end
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of the monsoon area. Whenever the
wind fans up the vapour from the sea
mixing with the dampness of the for-
est, the vapour would be distilled into
rain drops for our supply of water.
Tree roots also help absorb water at
the underground level, transforming it
into underground water. You may not
know that the soil in the forest, cov-
ered with old leaves and twigs half a
metre thick, is capable of carrying
more water than that of ordinary soil
at the ratio of 5 to 7 times. If the
rainfall is not beyond 280 millimetres
per hour the soil in the forest would
absorb all the water. But in the case
of rainfall over ordinary soil even just
for 60 to 80 millimetre thick the water
would quickly overspill, causing inun-
dation time and again as we all know

well.

OpActually the real cause of ir-
regular or unseasonal rainfall is the
work of human beings. Thus if we
want to retrieve natural conditions
with rivers and streams and drinking

water which is most essential for hu-
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Royal Speech

man life and the country, we must
understand the situation and work
hand in hand to conserve the forest so
that we would have a common future
and hope. Though [ may have already
done many things for the people but If
I cannot make the people realize the
value of forest conservation which
helps produce and keep water in the
soil for us it would mean that I have not
fully fulfilled my duty. Thus if you all
would help in the reforestration in
honour of myself. [ would feel most

gratified.

In addition to what I have said
concerning various things that the
people have done for the country on
the occasion of my Birthday Anniver-
sary, there are still many people who
what to honour me in particular, e.g.
honourary degrees from educational
institutions, publications, exhibitions
and various types of works organized
by several agencies to publicize my
services to the country. The Army has
organized a run through the country

carrying the royal baton engraved with
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my name, from one province to the
next covering the entire country. This
idea has helped form spritual bonds
among all Thais. I have seen the
welcome ceremony for the royal baton
where officials of various agencies and
people in the provinces participated
with happy smiles. The Navy has set
up a hospital in honour of myself at
Amphur Sattahip, Cholburi Province.
The Air Force has built the Phra
Mahathat Chedi “Nopaoholbhumisiri”
on top of Doi Inthanon, in which [ kept
the holy relics of Buddha, side by side
with the Phra Mahathat Chedi “Nopa-
methaneedol”, which was constructed
in honour of His Majesty the King on
the occasion of his 60th Birthday

Anniversary in 1987.

I have received cooperation and
assistance from all Ministries and De-
partments in carrying out my work for
the Support Foundation, e.g. The
Ministry of the Interior, the Ministry of
Agriculture, the Army, the Police De-
[ am

partment and general public.

thankful to all those who have been
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intent on ameliorating the livelihood of
the people. Iwish to extend my thanks
to everyone who has done every thing
in my honour. [ am thankful to the
kind wishes of everybody, including
those who assemble here to express
their best wishes today.

The myriad best wishes I receive
make me feel very happy and overflown
with spiritual strength to continue
working for the country. [ wish to
share these best wishes and spiritual
strength with all of you. May all of you
here and the Thai people all over the
country be blessed with encourage-
ments to unflinchingly endeavour for
the accomplishments of the country,
so that our nation will progress for-
ever. May you all have “Metta”, loving
kindness, sacrifices and spirit of unity
of unity so that our nation may ad-
vance spiritually, no less materially.
May you all meet with success in your
duties, happiness in the family, be free
from illnesses, enjoy long life and have

all the wishes fulfilled. Thank you.
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