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Premiere “ Gitarajan” to Commemorate the 50 th Anniversary
Celebrations of His Majesty's Accession to the Throne
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The movie "Gitarajan" is the first and only historical movie produced by the National
Identity Board, Office of the Prime Minister, to commemorate the 50th Anniversary Celebrations of
His Majesty Accession to the Throne. The movie traces historical events as they relate to the
music of His Majesty the King and presents such Royal Compositions as “Saeng Tien" (Candlelight
Blues), “Yarm Yen" (Love at Sundown), “Sai Fon" (Falling Rain), "Klai Roong" (Near Dawn),
“Chata Cheewit" (H.M. Blues), “Artit Up Saeng"” (Blue Day) and “Ruk” (Love). Through this movie,
both Thais and foreigners are given the opportunity to appreciate His Majesty's music and gift as
a Master Artist.

“Gitarajan” has been recorded in sensurround on 35 mm. film and runs for 70 minutes.
The production is divided into 7 parts- The Overture, Music and the King of Kings, The Heart
and Love, The King of Jazz, Music From The Heart, Where The Masses Meet, International
Acclaim and Royal Compositions "Gitarajan”. The movie traces His Majesty’s musical background
and His talents as a musician, and His inspiration for each Royal Composition. The movie was
filmed on location in Thailand as well as in four foreign countries, namely, the United States of
America, Switzerland, Austria and France.

The National Identity Board assigned the Ad Hoc Committee for the Production of
a Movie to Celebrate His Majesty as a Musician the task of producing this movie. Financial
support was generously provided by Surathip Co., Ltd. and Suramaharaj (Public) Co., Ltd.
while Kantana Motion Pictures Co., Ltd. was responsible for production. Support was also
received from the Tourism Authority of Thailand, the National Cultural Commission and the
National Film Association. The Cinema Association of Thailand has arranged for the Premiere of
the movie to be held at the Cultural Centre of Thailand on 20 December, 1996. The movie will
be shown simultaneously in cinemas throughout Thailand from 23-27 December, 1996. All

proceeds from the movie will be presented to His Majesty the King for use in His Majesty’s
charities.

The Ad Hoc Committee for The Production of
a Movie to Celebrate His Majesty as a Musician
The National Identity Board

Office of the Prime Minister

December, 1996
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His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej graciously gave His consent to a
request by the National Identity Board, Office of the Prime Minister, to produce
a movie celebrating His Majesty's talents as a musician to commemorate the
50 th Anniversary Celebrations of His Majesty’s Accession to the Throne. In
accordance with His Majesty's wishes, the movie, which runs for 70 minutes, has
been produced in documentary form on 35 mm. film and recorded in ensurround
There is also a shorter version which runs for 5-7 minutes. The movie shows His
Majesty's interest in music and tells of His Majesty's talent as a gifted musician
the inspiration behind each Royal Composition and the quality of His Majesty"g
music. Through this movie, both Thais and foreigners are given the opportunity
to appreciate His Majesty’s music and gift as a Master Artist.

The National [dentity Board assigned the Ad Hoc Committee For the
Production of a Movie to Celebrate His Majesty as a Musician the task of
producing this movie and decided that the movie should be named "Gitarajan”.
Financial support was generously provided by Surathip Co., Ltd. and Suramaharaj
(Public) Co., Ltd. while Kantana Motion Pictures Co. Ltd. took responsibility for
production which was completed in November, 1996. The Premiere of the movie
is scheduled for 20 th December, 1996 at the Cultural Centre of Thailand to be
followed by screenings in cinemas all over Thailand from 23 th December, 1996,
All proceeds from the movie are to be presented to His Majesty the King for use
in His Majesty's charities.




Promotional Methods

This movie has been produced as an expression of appreciation for His
Majesty the King's music on the occasion of the 50 th Anniversary Celebrations
of His Majesty’s Accession to the Throne. The project has three objectives

I. To celebrate the 50th Anniversary Celebrations of His Majesty

Accession to the Throne.

[

To provide both Thais and foreigners an opportunity to admire the
music of His Majesty the King and the talents of His Majesty as a
Master Artist.

3. To promote music among the people of Thailand and inspire them to
devote themselves to the study of music.

Working Methods

1. The Premiere will take place in the Main Hall of the Cultural Centre
of Thailand. The evening will commence with a performance of Thai
and Western music and close with the screening of “Gitarajan".

2. With co-operation from cinemas in the capital and provincial areas,
the movie will be screened nationwide. All proceeds will be presented
to His Majesty for use in His Majesty's charities.

3. Co-operation was graciously extended by various organisations
including the Tourism Authority of Thailand, the National Cultural

Commission, the National Film Association, the Cinema Association

of Thailand, members of the private sector who provided financial
assistance and other organisations who provided support in the form

of musicians, singers and performers.
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Her Royal Highness Princess Somsawali

will Preside over the Premiere Screening of GITARAJAN

at The Main Hall
The Cultural Centre of Thailand
on Friday, 20 th December, 1996

19.00 Hrs.
Her Royal Highness Princess Somsawali arrives at the
Main Hall, the Cultural Centre of Thailand.
H.E. the Deputy-Prime Minister and his wife, the
Secretary-General to the Prime Minister, the Governor,
Tourism Authority of Thailand, the Secretary-
General, Office of the National Cultural Commission,
Director,National ldentity Promotion Office, Director,
Board of Directors, Surathip and Suramaharaj (Public)
Co. Ltd. and Board Members welcome Her Roval
Highness. ,
Wife of the Deputy-Prime Minister presents a garland o
to Her Royal Higness.
Her Royal Highness views the Exhibition in the
Lobby of the Main Hall.
When Royal Highness enters the Main Hall.
the Orchestra plays “Maha Chai”.
Mr. Seri Wangphaichit, Chairman of the Organising
Committee, presents Her Royal Highness with a
Programme.
H.E. The Deputy Prime Minister presents a Report.
Performance of the Orchestral Concert
Completion of Concert
15 minutes intermission
Her Royal Highness views The Film,
“GITARAJAN". (70 mins)
Completion of the Film
(Band plays the Roval Anthem)

Her Royal Highness leaves the Main Auditorium.

Dress : Formal
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Orchestral Performance of Thai Music

Song recital by National Artist, Mr. Chaeng Khlaisithong, in praise of

His Majesty the King, Royal Musician.

Orchestral performance of "Homrong Maharaj” by the Thai Youth Orchestra,
National Cultural Commission. Composed by Mr. Montri Tramot, National
Artist in Thai Music, to commemorate the 5th Birthday Cycle of His Majesty
the King, this composition has been widely acclaimed and is popularly
performed today.

Traditional “Dance of Blessings" performed by 10 couples from The Youth
Dance Troupe, National Cultural Commission. The dancers are dressed in the
costumes of young nobility in accordance with ancient tradition. The song
recital is performed by Mr. Athon Thanawat to celebrate His Majesty the

King's talents as a musician.

Orchestral Performance of Contemporary Music
The Chalerm Raj Orchestra will perform contemporary music and compositions

of His Majesty the King.
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Royal Musical Composition "OH I SAY”

Music : H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyade;j
Lyric : M.R. Seni Pramoj

This song was composed while His Majesty was residing at his coastal palace,
"Klai Kangwol". This composition became very popular among university students,

especially on the occasions when His Majesty joined them at their student
concerts.



LWRIWIZITIIRAWE  “LhagL A"

Muas  wazumaNRIwszidnagiIAnaanasiay-

ANSE  WILLN929ALEE WIZDIALNANSHWSLWAS
FUSDI  dHN @EER

\Duwiwauaniinszumasifanszidiagimsonszsainug ansiinssdsmszam
suianszoug531e [ Wwnwarludirizugd wesuAsLRINIZII BRI RNADRALLAY
ASEN “masuaaTen A Al uinawiiaawasiwasaiusag 1§ 119s
Aagaall didnaanisag”

Royal Musical Composition "CANDLELIGHT BLUES"

Music : H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyadej
Lyric : H.H. Prince Chakrabandh Pensiri

His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyade;j composed his first song, “Candlelight
blues”, before he had ascended the throne. His Majesty mentioned that
“Candlelight blues” was too sorrowful, however the ending of blues were usually

philosophical, encouraging people to fight through life and to be hopeful.

©
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Royal Musical Composition “LOVE IN SPRING’

Music : H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyade;j
Lyric : Thanpuying Somroj Swasdikul Na Ayudhya

This song was composed for the old England Student Association to be used as
their signature tune, after His Majesty had returned to Thailand. "Love in Spring”
has proved to be one of His Majesty's most popular composition.

e
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Royal Musical Composition "LOVE AT SUNDOWN"

Music : H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyadej
Lyric : H.H. Prince Chakrabandh Pensiri

This song was composed before His Majesty ascended the throne. “Love at
Sundown" was the first of His Majesty's compositions to be performed publicly.
It was premiered on air on the government's Public Relations Department radio
station. Shortly after that, “Love at Sundown” was performed live at an entertain-
ment function at Ambara Villa. As "Love at Sundown" has a fox-trot tempo it
suited the Thais in those times, who enjoyed modern western dancing.
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Music : H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyade;
Lyric : H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyadej

"ECHO" belongs to the series of songs with the English lyrics written by His
Majesty. The Thai lyrics were written by Prof. Dr. Prasert Na Nagara, who noted
that he literally translated the English wording, verse for veres, thus maintaining
the meaning of the song's title "ECHO" with the Thai version "Waew". "ECHO"
was first played in public at the “Sankeeta Mongkol Concert” on April 6,1966.
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Royal Musical Composition “RUK"

Music : H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyadej
Lyric : H.R.H. Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn

“Ruk” (which translates as “Love") was originally a poem composed by H.R.H.
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn when she was 12 years old. Her Majesty the
Queen, having seen and appreciated the verse, requested that His Majesty

compose a melody to the poetic words.
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Royal Musical Composition "KLAI KANGWOL" “WHEN"

Music : H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyade;
Lyric : Mr. Wichai Kokilakanit

This song was composed specifically to be used as the signature tune of His
Majesty's Aw. Saw. Friday Band and was always played as the band's final number.
When His Majesty's audience heard this song they would know that the party
was over, and they would start to line up for His Majesty’s departure. Then His
Majesty changed and improvised the song, after playing the revised and unfamiliar
version, His Majesty packed away his musical instrument, and told the audience
that that was it. The audience later caught on, and when His Majesty played only
one note in the chord of E Flat they would know that it was the final song of the

evening performance.
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Royal Musical Composition “"H.M. BLUES"

Music : H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyade;
Lyric : Prof. Dr. Prasert Na Nagara

His Majesty composed this blues in Switzerland following his accession to the
throne. The title of the song “H.M. Blues" seemingly implied that it stands for
"His Majesty's Blues”, but in fact, it stands for "The Hungry Men's Blues". How
this came about was that His Majesty, would get so carried away when playing
with his band at private dinner functions which he hosted for resident Thais in
Switzerland, that he often didn’t have his dinner until haltway through the night,

when everybody else had finished their meal.
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Royal Musical Composition “FALLING RAIN"

ﬂN"f‘EILﬂﬁq

Remarks

Music : H.M. King Bhumibol Adulyadej
Lyric : H.H. Prince Chakrabandh Pensiri

"Sai Fon", His Majesty's third composition, was composed in May 1946, prior to
his accession to the throne. This waltz had its first public performance at the
Ambara Villa dance hall, and since then has become one of His Majesty’s most
popular compositions.

FoyaannrioiaUszanauninRInTEEENLS 5 aialunislafiiuas (The Musical Composition of
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand) daf#wlng lsaSeudasanm (o Squien beas)
Information is taken from the book “The Musical Compositions of His Majesty King Bhumibol

Adulyadej of Thailand”. Published by Chitralada School. (1 June, 1996)
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Part 1 - Introduction

i ; i j <s ti ny
The story begins in the early morning inside His Majesty’s study. His Majesty works tirelessly at the many
different tasks that he performs for the happiness of his people. | '
There is one thing, however, that inspires His Majesty and that is...music.

29
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Part 2 - Music and the King of Kings

Even in his youth, His Majesty had a love for wind instruments. He spent two years studying classical music under
a renowned teacher. He then turned his attentions to serious practice of the music he loved most.. jazz.

While living in Switzerland, His Majesty formed his first band, “The Hungry Men's Band". People who had the
good fortune to join His Majesty in his practice sessions at Watana Villa recall their memories of those days five decades
ago.

And those who knew the circumstances which led to the first Royal Composition, “Saeng Tien" (Candlelight Blued,
and subsequent compositions, “Yarm Yen" (Love at Sundown), “Sai Fon” (Falling Rain) and “Klai Roong” (Near Dawn), tell
of the excellence of His Majesty's compositions which continue to delight listeners to this day.

Time moves on to the coronation of His Majesty in 1946. After his coronation, His Majesty returned to Switzerland
to continue his studies in Lausagne.
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Part 3 - The Heart and Love

One of the most important days in the life of His Majesty came while His Majesty was continuing his studies in
Switzerland. During that time His Majesty went on a road tour to Paris where he had the occasion to meet Mom
Ratchawong Sirikit Kitiyakorn, daughter of Mom Chao Nakkhatramongkol Kitiyakorn, Thai Ambassador to France.

[n an interview for the book. “Prathup Chai Khun Than" (Impressions), Mom Luang Bua Kitiyakorn recalls:

“After bis first 7 day visit to Paris, His Majesty continued to visit regularly until we moved to London.”

*...Sometimes be would play music. Both young brothers could play and sing. Their bearts were united by music...”

[t was during this period that His Majesty composed many beautiful tunes such as “Chata Cheewit" (H.M Blues)
"Duang Jai Kab Khwam Ruk" (Never Mind the Hungry Men's Blues), “Artit Up Saeng” (Blue Day), “Dewa Pa Ku Fun”
(Dream of Love Dream of you), and "Kaew Ta Kwan Jai" (Love). His Majesty continued to produce Royal Compositions

until his return to Thailand.

31
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Part 4 - The King of Jazz

After returning home to become the Guiding Light for the people of Thailand, His Majesty began to fulfill his
duties to his loyal subjects. At the same time, His Majesty continued to practice his music regularly and, day by day, his
talent seemed to increase double-fold. His Majesty became interested in performing with musicians of all levels, both Thai
and foreign, whose fame resounded around the world.

His Majesty's special interest in jazz is recorded in interviews with musicians from the "Lay Kram" band and the
“Aw. Saw. Friday band" who talk about all the fascinating things that occurred during the days that they spent in the
company of His Majesty.

World renowned musicians Lionel Hampton and Les Brown recall that special day 35 years ago when they were
given the wonderful opportunity to appear in audience before His Majesty and accompany him in a musical session at the
Amphorn Sathan Throne Hall in Dusit Palace.



79991 ¢ AURIINNIBIITUGTD Audsaalanvatray

M uaedns R szaIunINAINIEEinuiRaonsEasaT ¢o U axvauliifwsossizecdinluonsunisng 4 NNLNEY
fruflanamanedudnds uazuansioiaunnslugmeinusanaciild “naaee” wszsafinudmadunainraisdan

fdAmda m-sﬁ‘w‘sa‘i.ﬁ“mum%ﬂuﬁat;haﬂammwiﬁﬂiuwwﬁ’quﬁa gimlazasnaniing Aovziulsdainnisinseneanni
Ing od.w3z12ndn navusTALwaANAze Tnslawzadeds ilafansisudeiiagu naninsewszngunTusanda T
awA3ae 7 llussiasaanananeaaniting as. MawszTanwaslszi A ine dauazan i 7 g naanszsY-
AWHENNITRIAINTHE 53THATERT INEATAERS anScedaaiiama aniF5193aan wazansasnawinledn wassanwwammszy-
dnnsiduiatlaungfinis uaznisiaiansauainsssanmuidaindne ildaagniuszninelsuiunszannen3e
wwuuuadnefilairedsingannan

Tugafianunisaiifiasingamefosasanisenfuuazaoslaiiiu Tanwszsrgnnunasmszsiginwsigniaaul
dslaurgu fuRniniluuwmin wazaseaaaiafssnitouswamas Jowamazsainusunanacadng “Long” uaz “Aadnilu
dugedn” Laasnogm uﬂ&ﬁuéaiﬂfg"[ﬁ'meﬂumﬂ'ﬂEflm“lﬁﬁ]mm’aﬂf]ﬁ’ﬁwﬁmni'%ﬁr

Part 5 - Music From ‘Jﬁe Heart - Where The Masses Meet

Each note of music composed by His Majesty over the past 50 years reflects different times and phases of
His Majesty s life. Each song carries within it a certain depth of meaning and shows the development of a composer
“experimenting” with a variety of styles and melodies.

Through his music, His Majesty has opened his heart to his people, as is evident in the establishment of the
“Aw. Saw."” Radio Station within the grounds of Chitralada Villa. His Majesty's programmes responded to the requests of
the people, especially in times of public disasters when His Majesty invited popular bands to play over the air waves of the
Aw. Saw. Radio Station. His Majesty composed varsity songs for universities and other institutions such as the Roval
Compositions for Chulalongkorn University, Thammasart University and Kasetsart University. He also composed march
music such as the Thongchai Chalermphon (The Banner of Victory Celebration) March, the Raja Wanlop (Friendship)
March and the Rajanawikayotin (The Seamen’s) March. He dedicated music especially for the physically handicapped
and gave performances for pupils and students, thus helping to strengthen the bonds between His Majesty and the people
in a way never seen before.

When the dark clouds of war hung over the country, His Majesty composed music that would boost the morale
and inspire those in the front lines and establish harmony with those in the rear. Some of His Majesty’'s compositions such
as “Rau Soo" (We Shall Fight) and "Kwarm Fun Un Soong Sood" (The Greatest Dream) continue to serve as a source ol
inspiration for all Thais today.
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Part 6 - International Acclaim

Music is a forms of language. It is the international language and can be used to create universal understanding
regardless of age, race, language or nationality.

[n 1964, His Majesty made an official visit to Austria, land of the world's leading composers and lyricists. During
that visit, the people of Vienna, whose hearts ring with the chords of great musicians, welcomed His Majesty with a
concert specially organised for his visit. The concert took place in the Great Hall on 3 October, 1964 and included His
Majesty's compositions “Kinari Suite”, “Sai Fon" (Falling Rain), "Yarm Yen" (Love at Sundown), " Rajanawikayotin
(The Seamen's) March” and “Raja Wanlop (Friendship) March” were included in the programme. His Majesty's composi-
tions were broadcast to every corner of the country on the Government of Austria's Radio Broadcasting Station.

On newspaper in Vienna reported that His Majesty’s visit on that occasion was tantamount to signing an Agreement
of Friendship between the people of Austria and the people of Thailand.

The Vienna Conservatoire of Music and Dance, established in 1817 and recognised as one of the oldest and most
famous conservatories of music in the world, presented His Majesty with a certificate recognising His Majesty as Honorary
Member No. 23. At the age of 37 years, His Majesty became the youngest person to become an Honorary Member of the

Conservatoire and the only Asian every to receive such an honourable distinction.
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Part 7 - Royal Compositions “Gitarajan”

Through his music, His Majesty rejuvenates the soul of those around him. His Majesty continues to play his music
every day and has formed the band “Sabai Pattana”. The band comprises Royal Physicians, Aides-de-Camp and members
of the Royal Retinue. Many had no previous background in music and were taught by His Majesty himself. His Majesty
has a special technique which enables his students to pick up music easily and play well. One of the members of his brass
band is His Majesty's daughter, Her Royal Highness Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn.

Even though His Majesty has been continually burdened by his official duties throughout the 50 years of his
reign, time and again “music” has been the balm that has soothed his soul and revitalized him.

His Majesty has spoken of the benefits of music saying :

“...Music is beneficial to everybody. Even though they cannot play music, cannot compose music and cannot sing, they can
listen to music. It can penetrate the soul. This is where music is important. It is greater than any other art...”
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