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A Traditional Thai Sport

Al

Tae  UT9u qﬁiﬂqa

Phyramane  (fronnd, Thanit

Thanatsorn gels indo o conpergation with

i chaner  aeqgueinlanee, o

wigitor  From

New Zealand. ..pe.... ...

The visitor :

Thanit :

The visitor :

Thanit :

The visitor:

Thanit :
The visitor

[ say, those star-shmd kites
are fascinating aren’t they ?

Yes,

“Chala™ kites.

Actually, we call them
Il“il"}"l'ﬁ ‘r’ﬂl"}r

agile, as you can see.

What abont those with extremely

lung_ lails 7

Oh, they’re the “Pakpaa”, the
fernale counter part.

That's interesting!  Female,
did you say?
Yes, female.

As a child T used 10 [ly kites
myself, but I've never seen
anything like what you call
the “Chula” or the “Pakpao”
before . So, could you tell

me more ahout these kites,
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Thanit :

The visitor

Why, yes, certainly. 3wt first
let me point ﬂlit that the people
who are flying  these  Kites,
the “Chula™ amd the “Pakpao™,
the words you seem 1o have

pronounced quite correctly are

actually taking part in one of

the o=t popular traditional
sports in this country.  They're
engaged in . Fight wsing two
tvpes ol Kites,
“Chula ™ side
side opposing cach
This is a unique sport
kite = fighting

5{! W ve gﬂi

il aml ol

M Pakpaa ™
other.
called wliieh
mustn’t be confused with th

kite.flying of «hildren,

This traditional sport of yours
sounds unigue indeed. There's
oune thing 1 don’t quite under-
stamd, though.  How does the
word ‘female ™ come into the

gdn ¢

v 4
!:IIIJ“II.U‘EIH .
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Thanit :

The visitor: ...

Well, the game, as you put it,
is literally a “ battle of the
There are two CON-
testants e the *Chula™
ranruslmtin_g the male, is a burly,

sexes

six-foot kite, and the “Pakpao”,
the female, a smaller, more

graceful

have already noticed.

l:fpt*, s you  may
Now at
this point you should also know
that the “Chula™ is aﬁuipgad
with barbs with which to snag
the dainty “Pakpao”™ and haul
her to the ground in his

territory . ...

.. some what like the cave-
men of  old dragging their
women by the hair tv their

Cavi.
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Thanit .

The visitor :

Thanit :

The visitor:

Yes, something like  that

Flirtations * Pakpao™, on the
other hand, carries a loop with

which she attempts Lo
her man”, as it were, iuto her

el

territory.

That’s very exciting as well as

of course extraordinary.

And what adds to

that

Quite so.

the excitement 1= hets

are made on the outeome and
entire families rcan turn out 1o
witness the fray.

[ can imagine that. | suppose,
they would bring along mats
to sit on, spread out their

pinle  funches or supper ur

dinner.
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Thanit :

The visitor :

Thanit :
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Yes, they do exactly that, aund
everyone has a good time, 11
vou don’t bring anything along
lo eat or drink, vou will always
find hawkers selling cold drinks
and delicious stuff like piping
hot .‘ﬁ}lrillljlﬁ-
notice that canvas reclining deck
chairs are provided =0 that
visitors can léan back aud watch
the battle in the sky.

You will also

Tuiking about  derk chairs
makes me feel like sitting down
and e raning hack. Shall we

get ourselves two of those deck
chairs over there and make
comfortable  while
watching this exciting  kite —
Fighting, |

ourselves

That’s a great idea. Let's hl,ur'n..I
before T.hw re all taken.
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