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‘Small wonders. that unlock the_great secrets of Suvarnabhumi
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Temporary Exhibition “Beads & Beyond™

Museum of Siam, National Discovery Museum Institute
19 December 2008-28 June 2009
Tuesday-Sunday 10.00 a.m.-6.00 p.m.
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- Excellencies, Ladies, and Gentlemen,

On behalf of the National Discovery Museum Institute, | would like take this opportunity to present you
‘Beads and Beyond,” the temporary exhibition to celebrate the first year anniversary of Museum of
Siam. Our mission is to introduce new leaming experiences through various mediums which learners
could perceive via two ways communication. The story telling method depicts the Suvarnabhumi
ways of living, local wisdoms, and the relationship. of various indigenous groups in the golden land.
Hence, the information provided would eventually ignite several questions such as “who are we?”
and ‘“what are influential factors contributing our identity?” :

It is evident that we are able to learn our roots through beads according to their origins, and creations.
The subject itself is challenging, yet, attractive by their mysterious beauty. NDMI hides several
riddies in the “Beads and Beyond” exhibition, and would like to encourage audiences to solve the
riddles and be inspired to discover the story of the beads forward.

I would like to thank the Board of Committee of the Office of Knowledge Management and Development,
Advisory Board the National Discovery Museum Institute, our Sponsors, our advisors, and our

honorable audience. The exhibition would not be possible, without Suthi-Ratana Foundation , who
has imparted their invaluable beads and objects for the exhibition.

Admiral Thanit Kittiampon
Director of National discovery Museum Institute.
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Suthi-Rattana Foundation

A small foundation in Tha Wang, Nakhon Si Thammarat founded in March 2, 1998 by family members
of Suthi-Rattana Pongpanich to support and promote Buddhism, education and culture. The foundation
has done various community development projects including: founded a sanctuary for the new
community Walailak Patana (1998), a project to ease the conflict in the south called ‘Bhen-suk
(happy) in the south’'(2003-2006), a mobile program called ‘Suan Mokkh Dialogue’ in Bangkok
(2006) and a small study group with the intention to restore and reprint the manuscripf and research
how revered Buddhadasa Bhikkhu worked, became a Foundation and Archive of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu
In tha Bhanyo established in Bangkok in 2007.

e

Suthi Ratana Foundation continues to work in social development programs, including providing us
an opportunity to unveil history and archaeology through ancient beads. .
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| am the Great Sun God
who rules over the earth, the sky, and the sea.
When my eyes shine over the three worlds,
You will pull through dangers
and go through remote lands.The earth will be your friend,
the sky will give you mercy,
and the sea will be modest and polite to you.
Because of your faith and the strength of the Sun God~
who rules over the earth, the sky, and the sea
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The Origin of Beads
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Beads are found in different regions worldwide
and the first beads are thought to be about
45,000 years old. Africa is believed to be the
origin of early bead use.

The first beads were made from natural materials
found Locally, such as ostrich egg shells, baked
clay, seeds, shells, animal bones, and coral.
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The World of Beads
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glazed by blue glass.

Worldwide, ‘evidence concerning beads
has been found in many different regions,
each region showing that beads have been
the reflection and creation of the human
imagination for countless generations.

Human beings have used beads for various
reasons Iincluding-: Jewelry to accentuate
beauty, Express social status, Charms,
and Special offerings, as well as Goods.
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Chinese Eye Bead, one of the most technically
complex glass beads, has a‘glass body with

raised stratified “eyes” or spotted decoration
around the body.
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Faience Beads were first produced 4,500 yéars ago in €gypt
and were the prototype for glass beads. They are sand beads
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1,000-2,500 years ago, sea trade became very
evolved. Goods from Europe including beads were
traded in different territories wortdwide including

“Suvarnabhumi” -Southeast Asia.

in the same period, good quality semi-precious
stone beads were produced in india and these
were traded to the West in such area as Persia
and €Europe, and to the €ast, especially ingd
“Suvarnabhumi” area. '
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Status Level

The origin of Etched Beads dates back almost
4,000 years. It appeared for the first time among
the Mesopotamian -civilization and the Indus River
Valley. Later in history, about 2,000 years ago
Etched Beads became so admired that they were
produced in India.

The carnelian beads, white-striped design, came
from pressing the desired design onto the bead
by a shilled craftsman. €ach craftsman special
technique was a secret Inherited only by members
of the family, so the value of the €tched Bead
was higher than general beads and reserved only
for the ruling class.
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Mosaic Glass Bead and -Mosaic Face Bead in the Roman style. Mosaic |

' Glass Bead is a combination of many small cross sections of

multicolored glass canes fused together.
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“Suvarnabhumi” was the name of the prosperous land of Southeast Asia where
foreigners come for trade more than 4,000 years ago.

Ships from all directions headed to Suvarnabhumi.

Beads were one of the most popular foreign goods bought by the people of Suvarnabhumi.

Many kinds of beads were brought to Suavanabhumi along with their master
craftsmanship and religious beliefs. The skills and beliefs are in practice to the present day.
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Traces of Beads in Suvarnabhumi
Port Towns-Present Myanmar
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Beikthano and Sri Ksetra, located on the east bank of Irrawaddy River in central
Myanmar, were port towns of Suvarnabhumi during 3™ century B.C.€.-5" century C.E.

(sharing the rich Dvaravati culture). Gold beads, carnelian beads, and agate beads
were found in this area.
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Etched Beads

Believed to be produced in India or
instructed by Indian artisans.
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Traces of Beads in Suvarnabhumi
Port Towns-Present Central Thailand
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Ancient costal cities namely Ban Don Ta Phet, U-Thong, Nakhon Pathom, Khu Bua, and
Lop Buri were important port towns of Suvarnabhumi around 2,000 years ago. The
locations were convenient to moor ships and unload cargo. Evidences indicated trade

with India during 2™ century B.C.E.-7" century C.E. Carnelian beads, agate beads, and
monochrome glass beads were found in this area.
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Crown-Shaped Agate Bead
Found at an archaeological site in central Thailand about 1,500-2,500 years old.
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Traces of Beads in Suvarnabhumi
Port Towns-Present Cambodia and Vietnam
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Suvarnabhumi port towns on the Indochina Cape include Oc €o on southeastern coast of
Vietham and Angkor Borei on the bank of the Mekong River in Cambodia. Both are
important gateways for trade between China and Suvarnabhumi. Carnelian beads, agate
beads, glass beads, and gold beads were found in this area.

gnia unuavnzIy
wwnanwalravantanwuludeveanun? Ussimalgaunu

Sun Burst Bead
Was a unique character of a bead commonly found in Oc €o, Vietnam
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Traces of Beads in Suvarnabhumi
Port Towns-Malay Peninsula
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Suvarnabhumi port towns on the Malay Peninsula include several coastal towns in
present Thailand (Khao Sam Keao, Phukhao Thong, Tha Chana, Chaiya, Takua Pa, and
Khlong Thom), and a town in present Malaysia (Kuala Selinsing). Coastal towns on both
sides of the Malay Peninsula were perfect buffers against monsoon for mooring ships,
and were located near the mouth of rivers for freighting. Carnelian beads, agate beads,
and various forms and colors of glass beads were found in this area.
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“Takua Pa” Eye Bead

A dark colored glass bead, with dark blue raised stratified eyes, was
commonly found in Takua Pa district as it was called after. Its colors and
patterns derive from placing many round pieces of dark blue glasses on top
of one another against the white background, and place all on a dark
colored glass ball. The “Takua Pa” eye bead is believed to protect one
against danger and misfortune.
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Beads in the South of Thailand
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The peninsula of the South of Thailand has coasts on both sides. As the connecting
trade routes between the Indian and Pacific Ocean, these areas became locations of
many important Suvarnabhumi port towns about 1,000-2,500 years ago. Evidence of
many sorts of beads has been found in the South of Thailand, including that of bead
production. This makes us believe that beads were very popular among the local
markets, and Suvarnabhumi became one of the most important bead producing regions.
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Mosaic Glass Bead with “Thai Flag” Eyes
Khlong Thom, Krabi Province, Thailand
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Collared Amethyst Bead
Found at Khlong Thom, Krabi Province
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One of the most popular beads among Thai collectors
The red-white-blue stripes of this kind of glass beads
are similar to the pattern of the Thai flag

Chaiya, Surat Thani Province, Thailand
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Drawn-Glass “Indo-Pacific” Bead or
“Trade Wind” Bead Found at Khlong
Thom, Krabi Province
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Different Patterns and Designs of Mosaic Glass Beads Found at Chaiya,
Surat Thani Province, Thailand
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One of the many kinds of beads found in the South of Thailand was the Lion Bead which
came in two forms : one with wings and one without wings. The differences being so
subtle doesn’t hide the fact that each came from completely different sources.
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Indian Lion : A Symbol for Buddhism

The Indians in the past had lion pendants which were charms that represented strength
and courage. Later, about 2,000 years ago, the Lion became symbolic of the Buddha’s
status, so Buddhist places and religious objects always had figures of lions.
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Lion : A Symbol of Strength in Western Culture
In Western Asia, during the Assyrian €mpire, about 3,000 years ago, the lion with
large wings was symbolic of strength for both the earth and sky. The Catholics

believed that lions with wings were symbolic of Saint Mark, one of the four apostles,
who was a wise man.
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Rock Crystal Lion Bead

found at Bang Klaui Nok,
Ranong Province, Thailand
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A Rock Crystal Lion with Wings

found at Khao Sam Kaeo, Chumphon
Province, Thailand
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The port towns in the South of Thailand, being the trading hubs in the Suvarnabhumi
region, became the gathering places for traders of different religions and beliefs.
Sacred objects and good luck charms were brought with them in the form of beads that
were engraved with icons and symbols. These objects found in the South of Thailand
became solid evidence that the Suvarnnabhumi region was used as major connection
point between South East Asia and the rest of the world.
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Arabic Silver Coin A Persian merchant used this coin, scripted
“There is no god but Allah” on one side, as a cash form to

trade goods in Suvarnabhumi. Found at Chaiya, Surat Thani
Province, Thailand Bang Klaui Nok, Ranong Province, Thailand

2 glas villudiin wiadumwninlusiuny unnaatuen S9vins:usy
Stone Intaglio of a Man with Wing
Is he a Greek god?

3 AWMU TATINNIYY INI1ADIYT IINTANIIN
Coptic Cross Intaglio Ko Kho Khao, Phang-Nga Province, Thailand

4 gniaansonyszanwswsmid (WA MUNT INTAYUWS
€ngraved Bead Inscribed with Ancient Indian Script,
Khao Sam Kaeo, Chumphon Province, Thailand

5 gninn3saus AYAnsalyaIWNsAIRU UNNAILLEN FINIATUD
“Tri Ratana” Amuletic Bead Crafted into an Emblem of
Buddhism Bang Kluai Nok, Ranong Province, Thailand
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Forty five thousand years after the first bead,

the exploration has just started.
Secret codes of the Sun God are still unknown.
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Owing to a sense of pride, a deep love in our nation and love of research. When the
Tsunami hit Thailand, | together with a group of friends in the south of Thailand founded
Save Andaman Network-SAN to help relieve the local fishermen community those who
were affected by the Tsunami.

For decades, beads have been excavated and became a commodity; some of these beads
may transport historical significance or they might be important archaeological evidences.
More beads were found, as well as rock mosaic, gold, iron, bronze and coins from
B.C. 400 period near Suan Mokkh which | collected and studied.

| am much honored that a number of historians both Thais and International took
interest in this bead collection and many have used them for their research. For the
same reason the National Discovery Museum Institute has requested to loan this
collection to display at the museum in a temporary exhibition called ‘Beads and Beyond’.

Lastly, there are still a lot of things we could do to save our heritage. So let me
encourage more of us to help in this endeavor.

Bunchar Pongpanich

Tha Wang. Nakhon Si Thammarat
10 December 2008
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“Beads & Beyond”

Selected Rare Beads and Objects
Collection of Suthi Rattana Foundation
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National Discovery Museum Institute
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National Discovery Museum Institute 4 Sanam Chai Road, Phra Nakhon, Bangkok, 10200

Tel. +66 (0) 2225-2777 Fax. +66 (0) 2225-2775
email : info@ngrni.or.th website : www.ndmi.or.th
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