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Museum Siam
National Discovery Museum,
the First Product of NDMI
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How different of Museum Siam
from another museum?

National Discovery Museum Institute is an
organization which acts as an off- classroom
learning centre for everybody in a new ap-
proach based on “discovery museum scheme”
that emphasizes the urge on thinking and ques-
tioning rather than giving answers. We believe
that good questioning is more valuable than
getting packaged answers. Questions will lead
us to a spark of curiosity and invite us to
never-ending searching for new answers.
Museum Siam is responsible for “dissemination
of knowledge” and “creation of knowledge”. We
are neither a school nor a university nor a tu-
torial institute. We do not emphasize on “teach-
ing” but on “accumulation of knowledge” by
individual. We emphasize on the discovery of
guestions and answers by oneself.

National Discovery Museum Institute has its main
goal on urging Llife learning to enhance wisdom
growth. It emphasizes on creation of knowl-
edge, transfer of knowledge and the linking of
knowledge to people, which is learning in order
to get a perception on complex and thorough
dimensions of relationship between human and
human; and human and his surrounding nature.

This is based on an integrative presentation
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which covers knowledge bases on geography,
history, anthropology, archaeology, ethnology,
environmental science, science, technology, and
art, by diverse and modern technigues.

The importance theme of NDMI are

“question and
answer”

about background of state people and area of
Thailand in the past, including South €ast Asia.
from Suvanabhumi era, 3000 BP, until Thai-
land in today that can make understanding and
proud in our nation, is including their Llocal.
But the importance thing are learning and un-
derstanding about neighbor country relationship
in form of “family” not “enemy of the stage”,
which can make and create knowledge to live

in globalization era.
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How dissemination and creation

of knowledge?

The old vision of Thai society think that
dissemination and creation of new knowledge
were make in academic institutes only. That
cause almost of whom graduated never seek for
a new knowledge, they think wrong, because of
Living in globalization era must have never-end
Learning for their lifetime for survivor. So, NDMI
stress on dissemination and creation process of
new knowledge pass by :

First, creation academic resources for
produce a new knowledge to social. By NDMI

connect and deal with academic institute for

represent and making the center of new
knowledge.

Second, NDMI edit academic knowledge for
easy to understand by use various way to put
it to people by broadcasting radio, television,
CD-rom and internet.

And third, museum network cause of NDMI
think museum is one of learning tool that have
many abilities if use it suitable. Museums have
many kinds, private and government museums,
so, NDMI cooperate with others, for making

museum networking.
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Museum Siam National Discovery Museum,

The First Product from NDMI

annuuaAaluinediu Sedndufiasfomniiui
nununwazanuiissadasinistiaanndad
fudlmunauazausaldarunuinguszasdating
ATU9AT Fatuntsideniuiifeagdn s
#ufinuialvglulananangamwuviung finng
AuunALtugstasuintdldlauazaon filaansn
ndnmane desdnasnaliiigldnuaiiiaanadasiu
Theme wanuazdAufindnsvanawedmsusassu
AANITUANNY BEIARBIR LazIMLNzRLIULAL
uanenAs Banamualdtinundedioagdn azvinnng
Aegdvasluiuilananunnzsaulnduns tnuld
gnarsnslsedamansluiuiiduiivinnasves
annUu

Tnvlutusuldvinnnsidenuazdnunaniuiilu
nnsneasnaionun 7 wisfe 81ATNTENTI
WadHel 81ANINTENTINANINY BIANTANAINA
D1IANTNTENTNNNTANUTLNA AIANTNTUNNTINEN
AulAy 81A13NTUNITANAETU LaTRIANTNTY
uufinuns udiilesanndesndavanyq fu end
Faasudszunn uaznnslianuiAniidneiiagiu
gnAsmantiy vinlilasanasdnsei s Susins
Foudursiinds (Rendildannisnsznssannded
Fuouugunulye uazouUUNUITNY

24

From many ideas in previous chapter, NDMI
must search for areas that located suitable of
this project, so it is a big area in center of
Bangkok that easy to transport and space for
set an activities. That summarizes, to set at
center of Rattanakosin Island by using historical
building set for NDMI office.

By select from 7 historical building, there are
Ministry of commerce, Ministry of Defense, Army
Reserve Command, Department of Internal Trade and
Royal Thai Survey Department. But, from Llimited
budget and working in those building that making
NDMI project select to set the first Discovery

Museum at former Ministry of Commerce.
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Let’s known about
old building Ministry
of Commerce

The Ministry of Commerce building was
built for the founding of the new ministry in
1920 by order of King Rama VI, issued on 20"
August, 1920. By the royal order, all offices
concerning commerce which were parts of various
government organizations were combined and
reorganized as a new ministry called “Ministry
of Commerce”. HRH Prince Krommaphra Chand-
aburinaruenath was assigned as the first Minister
of Commerce.

Location of the ministerial office was on a
triangular-shaped piece of land at the meeting
point of Sanamchai road and Maharat road.
The site was formerly a location of 4 palaces,
in the reign of King Rama V, namely, Prince
Krommaluang Adisorn Udomdej’s Palace, Prince
Bodinthara Phaisansophon’s Palace, Prince
Krommamuen Thiwakorn Wongprawat’s Palace
and Prince Kommakhun Pumindharapakdee.
Except Krommamuen Naruban’s palace, was

Phrarajawang police station.
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Tnadgunalususiulddndnsanntiingnn
danduude u1sle mwigly (Mario Tamagno)
vndugeanuuuanansfivinnsnssnaasuvisluid
winuAulaan49n3une Jalasla Tud (Vittorio
Novi) unagavannifiasfianuuniiugasnuuy
aanantUsEAuenAns AanansavualdBurianng
flaadnamaus WA, 2463 uduaSalull w.a. 2465

For this mission, the government hired an
[talian architect, Mr. Mario Tamagno, to design
the office building and Mr. Vittorio Novi, an art-

ist from Milan, to design building decora-

tive elements. Construction com-
menced in 1920 and completed

in-1922.
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FuuntFindaseaulasaanuuulifiszidaslugou
Aruntnradanasyndu dnEnsaIAnTuAL
arnanalszavuanafstiiutuuanndnanssuglsd
Luudnday Lsalugeavd (ltalian Renaissance)
feanuuulrdannuiduudinouandy (Simplified)
AunuuAutoulugadnanssugyARUANITTY
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The Ministry of Commerce office building
is 3-storeyed, €-shaped plan, built of plastered
brick masonry and painted in yellow, with a balcony
at the front of every storey. The architecture
and decorations are simplified Italian Renais-

sance style which was designed more

simply, being popular in early 20" century.

anuuzradlasigsvanansiiunuunay
52909 sruumdsdudandn “Wall Bearing” 9
Wuwafialusaar AU SzUU@I-ATU “Post and
Lintet” Tnuflnaunioiasumdnduiaquan 3o
fednflutagreassaiilniuintusnsdy Silae
vinld nsliraundmasumdnluaiiod fouldsy
ANUTAIAUY UAzYNlaWIzUNIqALNtY INgIs
AuiAeafuTzuulnTIa UL AZATLEY
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Structure of the building is a mixture be-
tween wall bearing, an ancient technigue and
post-and-lintel reinforced concrete structure,
which was very modern In that period. However,
reinforced concrete structure during that time
was applied only partially and short-spanned
because the knowledge of this technique was still
very new in Thailand. Therefore, this building’s

structure is important as an evidence of

a turning point in history of architec-

ture from ancient structural tech-

nigues to 21 e ern technigues.
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The walls on first floor are plastered,
pilasters are rectangular and rusticated
similar to be built by the stone and, over the
windows, and a Long awning is made supported

by volute brackets. Second floor windows are
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female head stucco. The capitals of pilasters,
as seen on third ﬂoor,,,ane,lamg_,lne_wgui__
on the back side of the building ﬂre without
decorations but the pOPtiCU‘Uﬂ’S’BC&“ﬁd-&BGF-i—S——h_
decorated with female head stucco‘, the same

design as seen in the front.
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Are there other
buildings that
design similar
Ministry of
Commerce?
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There are not building that design similar
Ministry of Commerce in every part and comple-
ment, but buildings which designed in reign of
King Rama VI, there are 5 importance notices,

there are :

Usen15Usn N1908NLUUININIRIANT Fin
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snalugafivanaurs udl anAnTngEngas
Wil 81ANTANANLENETR uAtBNMAtE Y 7 Azwu
N33 UraAT LA UL U uUsTUntn Tt
tnzUszgnaadinuinaniayueasauy eagliidu
Aiflenluariotiaqiu

First, planning was set building by allow
space, circle and semicircle field, and build road

around field, especially there are gate in corner

of street. Today is not famous.
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Second, Government building in that time
principle design balance plan and rectangle be
parallels the street. By design apse appendicle
for main entrance.

Usznasfiany ananslugaiiflugaduusn
fivinnsneaindiadanaitivifa “Aauniaiasy
WAN” LazaaniuulATIgseanassul “l@n-anu”
(Post and Lintel) Tnsdnununufiszuulaseadng

uuuNtsulnmiin (Wall Bearing) nnsidaauunilag

seuulanaadsuasdanmeluladdinani douase
nasaanuuugUnsInsanitnanssuatnedve
gAvanulsznis adfl vinlianunsnaanuuy
fugnnfiusnneanannmandilalaglildedignun
995U vinlinnsnanilvanAfsanunsanaliueadla
manzudslyandudesiutdimdnanansinsaly
vinlananstimnuamuudoussunndu usy
Third, it use new technique post-and-Llintel
reinforced concrete structure, which was very
modern in that period ; replace, wall bearing

an ancient technigue.

v

45



Usznnsiid enanssnsnnslugei dou
aanuuuliiiszidasaninaanuuanIuntnees
gqans daunilaieldidunisfudeulddives
#197 wazdndruniladuniseenuuuiinevauas
saannfanniauuufeutureslszinelng Tag
#1u1507:Un8ANSauLarAutuls anunsn
Auuandasuazdugnainlunialuiasvinsnunialu
Iluszaunils Matdnienansiieanuuuludnuus
wull a0 Andnunenislsawanunagwiasnsal,
fngnaulenann aninnnalng, fnann 159Euu
JUUNVATU (8579 W.A. 2453) uaz ANNTzNII
wadlwel 1usiu

Fourth, they were design long terrace
follows front of building, for use to link each

room. And designs adapt for Thai climate.

Usennsiiin nnseenuuuainatulseiy
AnuasanAnsInsnaslusaiTusaniadl 6 Al
dnvausfiSauing wazanusslsziudszandita
nantugiiesynnadl 5 utidnardonsdauvinnas
UszAunnumsattadnaedalznzJunnaging
finny uAfasvinlulsunufiantieuas daundaiu
InzLuInInITaanuuuaatnenssulugtotiy
Aa&9i3ufaaidnguuianisniseanuuues
“@ontnunssugiialny” (Modern Architecture)
Fauumnsilazlifountseanuuuaantnanssui
UszAunanuassntadInantsneg uaatindle

Fifth, stucco decorations in reign of King
Rama VI were plain and less than reign of King
Rama V, this was Lline of Modern Architecture.
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Apart from the Ministry of Commerce office
building, “Sala Yaek That” (Laboratory Pavilion)
constructed in 1923 (completed in 1925), the
reign of King Rama VI, is a contemporary building in
the compound. This building housed an important
department of the Ministry of Commerce respon-
sible for carrying out researches, investigations,
and scientific experiments in order to find means

to exploit the country’s natural resources for

production of exporting goods.

saunlull w.A. 2478 Arauensns lagnen
aonuzduidunsuinearnand laudl as.6n
anwaynsy deldidaundusienastugousiiniadl
Uszanananuansanisusia T wa. 2470 sse
sauntaiueSufiauusn uazsaunTUANLIANEAS
Aldsunasunaanuzdudunsensasingnenanstu
fign Fepnananaldidn mnanuansng Aaduraidin
ranTEnsasingnmansluaiodaqiutiues

Later in 1935, Sala -Yaek That was
promoted to Department of Science, with Dr. Tua
Laphanukrom, a chemist who worked in the office
since 1927, took the position of the department’s
first Director-General. The Department of
Science was eventually promoted to Ministry
of Science, thus, it is guotable that Sala Yaek
That was the origin of the Ministry of Science

as we know today.
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What was the Site of the National Discovery
Museum Institute in the Past?
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Back to 1,000 years ago, the land where
the Institute Discovery & Creative located, as
well as the whole area of Bangkok, was under
the sea. The border of the Gulf of Thailand was
as far as present Lop Buri province. When time
passed, from days to years, and to centuries,
silts from Chao Phraya, Mae Klong, and Tha Chin
rivers had accumulated higher and higher that
the sea got shallower, or, we may say, the land
began to grow. Several centuries passed, before
the land where the present Banghkok is located
emerged from the water. Then people came
to settle on the land which was Llater called

“Bangkok”.
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In former days, lands of Bangkok both on
Phra Nakhon and Thon-Buri sides were con-
nected. The Chao Phraya river route was on the
route of the present Bangkok Noi and Bangkok
Yai waterways, which called the original Chao
Phraya. Later, based on the reasons of junk
trading between Ayutthaya and foreign countries,
a canal was dug as a shortcut between 1534
and 1546, which resulted as a separation of
land into Thon-Buri and Phra Nakhon, with the

new canal running in between.
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The digging of the shortcut caused an
expansion of communities, in the reign of King
Chakraphat of Ayutthaya ; Bangkok was elevated
to a town named “Thon-Buri Si Mahasamut”,
meaning a town near the sea, which acted as
an important frontier town for Ayutthaya. It is
believable that the new town had attracted people
from various nationalities to settle there such
as ; Persians, Chinese, Mons, Laos, Khmers, and
people of the western nations.
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Centre of Thon Buri was at the corner
where the old Chao Phraya and new Chao Phraya
meet (the mouth of Klong Bangkok Yai). The town
was probably surrounded by a moat and simple
fortified log fence. Later, when Thon-Buri played
more important roles, modern fortresses of
€uropean style were built in the reign of King
Narai the Great on both sides of Chao Phraya
River. As for the construction, M. Chevalier de
Forbin, a French naval officer, was hired to plan
and take charge of the construction under
supervision of Mr. Constantin Falcon (Chao Phraya
Wichayen), Greek Ayutthaya a noble officer. The
site of a fortress of Bangkok, or Pom Wichayen,
on the Phra Nakhon side had become the Location of
Ministry of Commerce and the National Discovery

Museum Institute nowadays.
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After Ayutthaya fell to the Burmese in
1767, the King of Thon Buri had the capital moved
from Ayutthaya to Thon Buri Si Mahasamut. He
also had a palace built on Thon Buri side. As
for Phra Nakhon side, the King assigned Chao
Phraya Chakri (later became King Rama I) to
take charge of the digging of a city moat on
Phra Nakhon side (Khlon Khu Mueang Doem),
dismantling the Wichayen Fortress and building
of a city wall. Thus, the location of the Ministry
of Commerce has become an area inside the city

wall of Thon Buri.
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After King Rama I’s ascension to the throne
as the first monarch of Chakri Dynasty, he had
the capital moved from Thon Buri to Phra Nakhon
and expanded the area of Phra Nakhon to the
east by digging a new city moat. The new moat
was dug branching from the Chao Phraya River
at Bang Lamphu and meet the river again near
Wat Bophitphimuk. This canal is now known as
“Khlong On-Ang Bang Lamphu” or “Khlong Rob

Krung”.
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King Rama | had the Grand Palace and the
Temple of the Emerald Buddha constructed on the
bank of Chao Phraya River on Phra Nakhon side.
He had Wat Photharam restored and named the
temple after restoration “Wat Phra Chetuphon”.
At the rear of Wat Phra Chetuphon, the site of
the Ministry of Commerce is formed in triangular
shape as seen today. Nevertheless, no evidence
is found concerning the use of the land in those
days.
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In the reign of King Rama I, the area at
the rear of Wat Phra Chetuphon was allocated
to be palaces for 5 members of royal. Since
that time, the land had become palaces for many
princes in the reign of King Rama IV and King
Rama V consecutively.
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In reign of King Rama VI, he set up Ministry
of Commerce and uses this land, four palaces
except Krommamuen Naruban’s palace, was
Phrarajawang police station. After that Ministry
of Commerce still here until 2004 was moved to
Nonthaburi, then this land belong to NDMI until

now.
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Before Searching at Museum Siam, we
must excavation first
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In the area of Museum Siam or former
Ministry of Commerce that stand on historical
space which very important, especially from
the beginning of Rattanakosin era to present.
Thus, before the renovation to be Museum Siam
must have archaeology excavation, by students
and archeologists from faculty of archaeology
Silpakorn University, for historical research of
this area. Because we must know history and
architecture knowledge from this excavation,
by separate area to 7 area. For detail of this

excavation to publics later.
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In this excavation was found many species of
pearl oyster. It’s spread in corner of the north
or the north gate of former building Ministry
of Commerce. These pieces maybe rubbish from
making pearl oyster. Because, it has a trail from
scrub in many type and it is a raw material of
doing the object that decorate with pearl oyster,
example : door, furniture. It can assume that, this
area maybe a bin for unuseful pearl oyster.
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It have the information that, two princes
who stayed here were control the department of
pearl artisan, Prince Krommamuen Chetthathiben
the first owner of the 1% palace in the reign of
King Rama Il and Prince Krommamuen Thiwakorn
Wongprawat who stayed in the 2™ palace in the
reign of King Rama V. Especially, in the reign of
King Rama Ill, that was the golden age of artisan,
because that time it’s restore and built many
temples. A pearl oyster was an important to

decorate door and window in the temple.

NTEANER
Animal bone, horse skeleton
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This horse skeleton is nearly prefect and
lie on one’s side, it can assume that a house
was buried after its dead and maybe a horse of
Prince Krommaluang Adisorn Udomdej, the owner
the 1% palace in reign of King Rama V ; he was
a cavalry royal page in King Rama V. So, the
1% palaces in the past maybe a place to treat a
horse, and found the others that relate a horse
example : a horseshoe and horse-brush, etc.
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It’s almost from a foreign country ; it can
divine in 2 types :

1. Coat pottery that from Japan and China,
are blue-paint under coat and paint over coat.
The shapes that find are bowl with cover, teapot
and flower pot, etc.

2. Coat pottery that from Europe are paint
over coat, pink and green coat, sometime has the
view painting or flower painting. The shapes that
find are bowl with cover, plate bottle and narrow

bowl, etc. Some pieces stamp the trademark.
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The first Palace
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This palace located in the north and turn
to face Sanamchai Road, has the royalty stayed
here as follows.

- HRH Prince Krommamuen Chetthathiben or
Prince Komen (descent of “komen Na Ayuthaya”)
He was the 11" son of King Rama Ill and Chaojom
Fuang, born in A.D. 1815. In reign of King Rama

IV, he set up Prince Komen been Krommamuen
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Chetthathiben, he control the department of peart
artisan and died when he was 46 years old in
reign of King Rama IV .After his death ,the first
rear of Wat Phra Chetuphon’s Palace was blank
until King Rama V .

- HRH Prince Krommaluang Adisorn
Udomdej or Prince Suksawasdee (descent of
“Suksawas Na Ayuthaya”) he was the 23™ son
of King Rama IV and Chaojom Chan, born in
A.D. 1855. In reign of King Rama V he set up
Prince Suksawasdee been Krommaluang Adisorn
Udomdej, after that he removed from the Grand
Palace follow the court rite, thus the King gave
the first rear of Wat Phra Chetuphon’s Palace
to him and he stayed until in reign of King Rama
VI. After that, he removed to the new palace at
Pra Arthit Road, he bought by himself, and died
there.

For the first rear of Wat Phra Chetuphon’s
Palace was change been the official place by
order King Rama VI.

HRH Krommaluang Adisorn Udomdej controls
the department of ALSAATWINULNUITUNLAZNTT
11510 and died when he was 69 years old in
AEDRSIC 2
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This palace stayed behind the 1% palace
and turn to face Marahrat Road, has the royalty
stayed here as follows.

- HRH Krommamuen Amarenthara Thibodin
or Prince Kanenjon (descent of “Kanenjon Na
Ayuthaya”) he was the 12" son of King Rama Il
and Chaojom Noi Muang ,born in A.D. 1815 and
set up been Krommamuen Amarenthara Thibodin
in A.D. 1845. He controls the department of pearl

artisan and died when he was 64 years old in

reign of King Rama V. Though, he stayed in this
palace for a short time because King Rama I
ordered him move to another palace.

- HRH Prince Lam-yong (descent of “Lam-
yong Na Ayuthaya”) he was the 39" son of King
Rama Il and Chaojom Wan ,born in A.D. 1846.
He received this palace from his father, after
Prince Kanenjon move from. He stayed there
until he died in the reign of King Rama IV, this
palace was blank since King Rama IV.

- HRH Prince Krommamuen Thiwakorn
Wongprawat or Prince Kasemsri Supayok
(descent of “Kasemsri Na Ayuthaya”) he was the
30" son of King Rama IV, born in A.D. 1857.
King Rama V set up him been Krommamuen
Thiwakorn Wongprawat in A.D. 1886, and control
the department of pearl artisan. He died in the
reign of Kking Rama VI when he was 59 years
old, A.D.1915.

Prince Krommamuen Thiwakorn Wongprawat
had received this palace from King Rama V, it
was blank since Prince Lam-yong dead. But he
chose to stay with his brother, HRH Prince
Krommaluang Adisorn Udomdej, in the first rear
of Wat Phra Chetuphon’s Palace ,so ,it has not
the new building in this palace. Later, he bought
the land for himself at Samsen, in the north of
Wat Som Kleang, stayed that until he died.

For the second rear of Wat Phra Chetuphon’s
Palace, after Prince Krommamuen Thiwakorn
Wongprawat moved, it may blank until king Rama

VI it was change to the official place.
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The third Palace
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This palace stayed between the 1% palace
and the 5" palace, turn to face Sanamchai Road.
It has the royalty stayed here as follows.

- HRH Prince Ngon-Rot (descent of “Ngon-Rot
Na Ayuthaya”) he was the 14" son of King Rama
lIl'and Chaojaom Jad, born in A.D. 1815. He died
in the reign of King Rama Il when he was 36

years old, A.D. 1850, in this palace.

2

- HRH Prince Peark (descent of “Piyakorn
Na Ayuthaya”) he was the 27" son of King Rama
[l and Chaojaom Mern, born in A.D. 1819. He died
in the reign of King Rama IV when he was 37
years old, A.D.1855, in this palace. After that,
this palace was blank until King Rama V.

- HRH Prince Kommakun Bodinthara Phai-
sansophon or Prince Singhara (descent of “Sing-
hara Na Ayuthaya”) he was the 48" son of King
Rama Il and Chaojom Klay, born in A.D.1816.He
died in the reign of King Rama V when he was
77 years old, A.D. 1923, in this palace. After
his dead this palace belongs to his son and in
the reign of King Rama VI this palace became a
official place.

King Rama IV set up him to been Krommamuen
Aksornsansopon and control the department of
Wszananwunl, after that, King Rama V upgrade
him to Kommakun Bodinthara Phaisansophon and
control the department of Arts and the department
of Royal law court ,in A.D. 1896 ,upgraded to
Kommakun Bodinthara Phaisansophon Thikachon-
chetaprayoon.

Prince Krommakun Bodinthara Phaisansophon
moved to this palace in the reign of King Rama V,
since blanked 15 years, because the King worn
to built Wat Rajaborpit and the land of Wat over
in the old palace of him.

When the King Rama V restored Wat
Rajathivas, he ordered to move the hall of Prince
Kommakun Bodinthara Phaisansophon to been a
hall of pray in this Wat ,because it very beautiful
and the owner of this palace was died, and it

unused.
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The fourth Palace
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This palace stayed between the 2™ palace
and the 5" palace, turn to face Mararat Road.
It has the only one royalty stayed here was.

- HRH Prince hrommamuen Phuminthara-
phakdi or Prince Ladawan (descent of “Ladawan
Na Ayuthaya”) he was the 15" son of King Rama
II'and Chaojom Aim-Noi, born in A.D. 1815. He
died in the reign of King Rama V when he was
60 years old. In the reign of King Rama IV, he
set up Prince Ladawan to Krommamuen Phu-
mintharaphakdi and controls the department of

#9RUNY. After his dead this palace belongs to

his son and in the reign of King Rama VI this
palace became official place.

A significant change began in the reign of
King Rama VI when he found the Ministry of
Commerce in 1920 and the area was assigned
as the location of the new ministry. Today, the
Ministry of Commerce has moved to a new office
and the former Ministry of Commerce building
has been renovated to house the National

Discovery Museum Institute as seen today.
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How to design old building
to be the new museum?
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Preserving the old Ministry of Commerce
building and adapting Ministry of Commerce to
become the Institute Discovery & Creative.

The Preservation Concept, This beautiful old
building, part of the forbidden area of Rattana-
kosin, used to house the Ministry of Commerce.
To adapt it so that it could become the Institute
Discovery & Creative required an integrated
approach to preservation, balancing the high
architectural value of the registered building
with its use as a public venue.

Preserving the old Ministry of Commerce
building and adapting Ministry of Commerce
to become the Institute Discovery & Creative.
A modern approach to exhibition and the inter-
pretation of Thai history was always intended
for this elegant building. That created a tension
between the ‘old’ and the ‘new’. To reconcile

the two concepts was a challenge.
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The concept of a Roong (rainbow), weaving

its way through the interior spaces and leading
the visitor from one ‘play-learning’ experience to
the next, became the uniting factor between the
architecture of the 90 year old building and its
present use as a Museum.

The rainbow takes us from present to past,
from the mud and sand under the sea, from
Suvarnabhumi, to Siam, to Thailand today and
tomorrow. It connects the exterior of the building to
history by revealing the archeology site in front
of the building, where the remains of previous

palaces can be seen.
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- The rainbow allows us to follow a path
through the old building, even when a glass
elevator is installed for modern convenience,
without obscuring the feeling of the well-pro-
portioned rooms.

- We get glimpses of the exterior land-
scaping as it was in the 1920s, repeated in this
maodern interpretation.

- Throughout the process of renovation and
preservation, the idea has been to create an

atmosphere of discovery and fun.
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What is the first Museum Siam,

The contents of the museum at the Min-
istry of Commerce building, which is the first
museum building of the National Discovery
Museum, emphasize on “Suvannbhumi to Siam
to Thailand”. The story tells the evolution of
Southeast Asia since before adoption of main
cultures from India and China, to the transfer
of Buddhism and Hinduism cultures from India
circa 2,500 years ago.lt tells the influences
of inter-regional trade between Southeast Asia
and other regions of the world, which affected
the peoples and societies in the land where the
present Thailand is located, causing changes
and developments to the founding of communi-
ties and towns that became more and more
complex over time.

It tells the cultural growth in the area of
the present Thailand in various aspects, from
Dvaravati, Srivijaya, Lopburi etc. until the time
of “Siam” when large city states were formed
i.e. Nakhon Si Thammarat, Pattani, Suphan-
naphum, Lavo, Sukhothai, etc.

It tells the development from city states
to the “Kingdom of Siam”, cantered at Ayut-
thaya, and spread its civilization to Thon Buri
and Rattanakosin successively.

It tells about social and cultural chang-
es at the turning point of adoption of cultural
influences from Europe which led Siam to a

reformation to absolute monarchy political and

administration system in early 20th century.

It tells about social and cultural development
from absolute monarchy to democracy in 1932,
and about economic, social and cultural influ-
ences from America which affected Thai society.
Finally, it tells the complex changes of modern
world which have brought along changes in a
diversity of dimensions that have created the
society of present day Thailand.

All these stories relate an overall pic-
ture of changes of society, economy, politics
and culture of the peoples and lands of Thai-
land from ancient times to the present day
in the framework of new perception on his-
tory. This new perception is not based on the
framework of wars as in the past, which has
always created problems and conflicts rather
than creating wisdom. It does not hold fast to
“Thainess”, which is frozen and fixed as pre-
sented in old textbooks but is a new effort to
relate “Thainess” that is connected to the peo-
ple, nationalities and culture which are diverse
and complex based on modern and verifiable

historical and archaeological evidences.
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It tells about social and cultural changes at the

turning point of adoption of cultural influences
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First, we must accept that Thailand
never had museum Llike Museum Siam before,
so, we want to build our museum have
valuable and international standard. For that
reason in the beginning, we think we must
seek international company to design, there

from New Zealand Japan Canada United

Kingdom and USA. This company must work
under rule that co-working with Thai staff and
Thai companies.

In working process we learn cooperate
with other that had exchange experience from
each other, comprise of main substance that
NDMI fix it then foreign companies and Thai
staffs design a concept briefing to committee
of NDMI for examine and approve. In this
process, there use for a long time and many
detail that make Llearning process together
and investigate suitable using the government
budget

from process of making Museum Siam with

and NDMI staffs learn many thing

international company. | think that is many
valuable for Thai people.

In every working process there are many
problems because in academic matter it had
many detail, it easy to make a conflict.
However, designers and committees of NDMI
try to making conclusion that correct to
historical and archaeological evident and this
content can make who visit Museum Siam can
making a question and try to answer from

library and other academic institutes.
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The first question if you want to build one
museum that is why done it and the builder
should to care public, what people really want
don’t put your own idea. Because some builder
used to think that people unaware this thing,
thus they work follow that they think and tell
this is the good museum but in truly they spoiled
their self. But it not response public and people
not interest in, so the process of marking one
museum is very important.

And why Thai people don’t like to go to
museum Llike National Museum because their
exhibition not related to their everyday life but
if it deals with their life they must be interested
in it continuously. So, our weak point that’s can’t
separate the idea from what’s people want even
told made to public but in truly we start from

ourselves.
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The restoration of former Ministry of
commerce there has limited because the rule of
committee of preserve Rattanakosin Island, they
not allow to build new building in Rattanakosin
Island and activity that tead car in to Rattakosin
Island thus the committee not approve with NDMI
board, we wait and that make me so confuse
for that rule .

Because NDMI’s aims to developed standard
life of Thai people and give Knowledge to them,
why we shouldn’t build a new one while private
authorities can build, like Rajini School can build
their new building, cause that rule cover only
government authorities .

And this is the first discovery museum in
Thailand and Bangkok and it represents the new
century of Modern Museum in Thailand, too. |
hope that we can expand and present a new
exhibition in the future, and have a chance to
open the second discovery museum in Chingmai
or Sounthern part of Thailand. But From the
beginning when Thaksin was Thai Prime Minister,
he wants to build Thai Smithsonian Llike in the

USA but | think it very policy.
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Museum Siam should make a communication to
visitors that make them feel happy and impress,
which in every museum miss it. If we compares
museum to be documentary we must see changing
and though of people, so one person can reach
one target not every target like when we see
announcement. That | hope this museum can make

visitor to come again and again.
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NOW, we have museum network project,
for connect all of museums in Thailand in this
network it free to join.B ecause we want large
and small museum to walk together and developed
themselves, Museum Siam will be the leader of
those museum in the future.

This way will lead museum duty not shdwing
the ancient object only, but it the obligation of

modern museum Llike Museum Siam also.
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At last, we want to make the Living Mu-
seum, which is community. And we want to make
community be a learning museum. But people
not feel they are part of Collection and they
can live with usual.

If we summary from the real content, that
is the last of making NDMI. Because we not call
mecum, we are NDMI, an importance purpose
are dissemination and creation of knowledge..
And we want to invite for learning place, one
day we make museum Llike a department store
or cinema in next day.

In real, NDMI should has a learning apace
and include itself. And, this space is a stimulator,
that can lead to long development but the
importance thing is want to developed community,
which settle around NDMI. I’'m hope that museum
or this learning space is information center that

can use development in correct way.

»
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| want Discovery Museum is funny place
and not serious with it, hope to funny like me
to work with them.

Follows, we hope and want our museum
is new way of learning. And be a part of
knowledge, for out-class learning and hope to
be an inspiration for other academics and

museums.

»

Born of NDMI is similar with one of an organ
but the breeze of this one’s life, it can breeze
by respirator or by itself.

I’m expecting that new thing will be in
future, we want to make everyone think that
museum is not boring. The old face of museum
that we understand will changing. In my opinion
| want to stress at youth group, main target.
Their importance point is education but love that
cans attract them and turn of their interest,
and follow dating. | want Discovery Museum is
place to dating, and hope this museum is tools

of social, is a new place of learning.
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This is a new type of museum, Discovery
Museum in historical, because of in Thailand never
have like this before. And with its contents, it
very difficult but we show in easy display. After
opening, this museum must be place of learning
for everyone. When they come in, they will feel
funny and not disappoint with it. And hope that,
people knows that this museum build for and

learning, | hope to be like that.
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