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“Decoding Thai” is a sem
i-perm

anent exhibition at M
useum

 Siam
. W

e w
ould 

like to invite all to com
e to get a better understanding of “Thainess,” the 

m
eanings, characteristics, and type of it being both diverse and com

plex.

Let’s discover the m
eaning of “Thainess.” Trace the guideline and you w

ill 
discover the answ

er from
 this exhibition. W

hat you have to do is to discover, 

S
aw

asdee!
W

elcom
e to M

useum
 S

iam

In the exhibition, take picture and hands on objects are allow
ed 

but please do it w
ith care.

W
riting and draw

ing should be done on the activity booklet only.
Ask the m

useum
 staff if you need help.

Suggestion



32

2

W
hat is Thainess?

“Thainess” denotes that w
hich represents the identity of Thai people distinguishable 

from
 that of other ethnicities. Thai people are good at selecting ideas and things around 

them
 for adaptation and re-creation into new

 form
s. This is so as to be appropriate 

to their contem
porary or popular w

ays of life. Thus, Thainess assum
es particular, yet 

diverse, features, but w
ith an extent of uniqueness that distinguishes them

 from
 those 

of other peoples. W
hat features seen everyday portray “Thainess” that are different?

Fl.

Fl.
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 Floor

Thainess has been changed from
 tim

es to tim
es and som

etim
es new

ly creates 

and socially acceptable. Do you know
 the reason w

hy these objects represent 

Thainess? Try to m
atch object’s nam

e w
ith the right description.

(4)  The blue stripe that was represented the m
onarchy was created in the reign of King 

Vajiravudh. 

(5)  Thai deity that has believed to protect Thailand from
 disaster since the reign of 

King M
ongkut. 

(6)  The three-w
heeled vehicles that sym

bolize Thailand tourism
. 

culture.

Its antiquity m
akes it a perfect representation of Thainess.

Chulalongkorn period.

e a.
b. Three colors Flag   

c. Siam
ese M

ap of  
d. Siam

 Devadhiraj 
e. Stone Inscription

 
 

M
cCarthy's edition

 f. Tom
 Yum

 Kung 
g. Ban Chiang Pottery 

h. W
alking Buddha 

i. Tuk Tuk 
j. Leg o' m

utton 
 

 
 

 
sleeve blouse
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clearly denote that w
hat is the real Thai. Clothing is an exam

ple of how
 Thainess has been 

changed according to tim
es and interpretation.

Case Study: Tuk Tuk Thailand 

The national costum
e that represents “Thainess” 

had w
orn by M

s Anipon Chalerm
buranaw

ong during 

best national costum
e of that year.

M
r Hirankrit Pattaraboriboonkul, the Designer, 

revealed that his inspiration cam
e from

 the 
Tuk Tuk, it has been a m

odern Thai identity and 
w
ell-know

n am
ong foreigners and it can be found 

only in Thailand.

Did You know
?

Thailand is the top country that has been aw
arded 

the best national costum
e in M

iss Universe beauty 

national costum
e of that year.)
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W
hat do you think about “Tuk Tuk Thailand 

costum
e”? Is it looked Thainess? Please share 

your idea.

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

If you w
ere a fashion designer, w

hat w
ill be 

your inspiration for a national costum
e? 

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

_________________________________

Sketch your idea about 

the national costum
e.
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the m
eaning and traditional of Thai belief. This room

 im
itates the heavenly throne 

hall, the throne of the king is the m
iddle of the universe. 

According to Brahm
a-Hindu 

and Buddhist belief. W
here 

is the foothill of M
ount M

eru?

a. Him
m
apan Forest

b. Trayastrim
sa  

(The 2
nd heaven realm

  

in cosm
ology)

c. Isipatana (The deer park)

d. Lum
piniw

an Garden
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In this gallery, the m
annequins are displaying different types of Thai clothing 

at various degrees of Thainess from
 the past to present.

Look at these m
odels; Khon and boxing costum

e are represented to “Thainess.” 

Can you explain w
hy these tw

o costum
es are different in level of Thainess? 

Khon 
(Ram

ayana) 
costum

e

Thai boxing 
costum

e

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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This room
 show

s the developm
ent of the so called “Thai things” that have 

been brought from
 other culture but has been adapted as “Thainess.”
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Thai dish is unique in adapting other cooking style to m
eet Thai taste w

ith 

There are various spices of M
assam

an curry. 

W
rite dow

n the letters that m
atch the num

bers in the blanks.



1.  The m
ain ingredient of Som

 Tam
 is papaya.

3.  Chicken or pork basil is one dish m
enu that w

as created by a Chinese 

4.  Kapi has been one favorite for Thai people eat w
ith steam

ed rice since 

Sukhothai period (14
th century)

5.  Phaneang is w
hite curry w

ith coconut m
ilk and has a sour taste. 

6.  Pad Thai is adapted from
 Japanese stir-fried noodles and assum

ed 

as national dish after the W
W
II.

food.

recipes. 

w
hite sugar, and salt. 

True or False? Test your know
ledge about Thai Food. 

........

........

........

........

........

........

........

........

........

........
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Tradition, festival and Thai ethics are Thai traditional culture that passed on 

from
 generation, but has been adapted from

 tim
es to tim

es. W
rite 3 nam

es 

that Thai people use or do in com
m
on practice during the festival or event.

If w
ater shortage occur during Songkran festival and the governm

ent 
put on cam

paign not to use w
ater for this traditional festival. Do you 

think the tradition should be changeable for solving the variance situation 
or not? If so, w

hat is the m
ost proper for using instead of w

ater during 
the Songkran festival? Please share your idea.

Songkran festival

1. ..........................................

2. ..........................................

3. ..........................................

Valentine’s day

1. ..........................................

2. ..........................................

3. ..........................................

............................................................................................................

............................................................................................................

............................................................................................................

............................................................................................................

 Floor
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The belief of Thai people com
es in different style or form

at; Buddhist, Brahm
a 

and anim
ism

, thus, can harm
oniously interm

ingle and ties w
ith everyday life of 

every social class.

Em
erald Buddha

 
Ganesha

Goddess of grain
Siam

 Devadhiraj

Com
m
on Thai people believed in talism

an that w
ill bring them

 good luck. If you 
are in the exam

 com
petition for overseas scholarship, w

hat w
ould you do for 

encouraging yourself?

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
If you w

ould like to have a talism
an, w

hich one you w
ill choose for praying? 

Please explain.

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________
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A Brief Background of Thainess

W
hat is Thainess?

“Thainess” denotes that w
hich represents the identity of Thai people distinguishable 

from
 that of other ethnicities. W

hat features seen everyday portray “Thainess” that are 

different?
 The oldest record found tells that those in Ayudhya (1351-1767) called them

selves 

“Tai” to distinguish them
selves from

 Yuan (of Lanna), Lao (of Lanchang), Kaek 

The origin of “Thainess”  

in response to pressures from
 W

estern colonialism
. Im

portant am
ong them

 w
ere 

adm
inistrative centralization and the use of m

aps to indicate national borders. The idea 

of the nation-state w
as adopted to foster oneness. Adm

inistrative centralization w
as 

accom
panied by the inculcation of new

 cultural traits.

King Chulalongkorn 

bearing the shield under the crow
n w

hich denotes all Siam
ese 

frontiers, eg., northern frontier (3 headed elephants), Laos 

(w
hite elephant) and M

alayu (crossed Kris).
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It began w

ith the use of Central Thai as 

the national language and the attendant dow
ngrading 

uniform
s for civil servants, for instance. M

odern 

Siam
 had the Thai language and Central Thai custom

s 

and culture to represent Thai characteristics in 

general. These dovetailed w
ith the nationalism

 of  

that designated Thainess from
 then on.

 
After the change in the form

 of governm
ent 

culture w
as reform

ed once again. During the Prim
e  

the nam
es of the country, the ethnicity and the 

nationality of the people from
 “Siam

” and “Siam
ese” 

cultural innovations, for exam
ple, the N

ational  

Anthem
.

w
ith capitalist econom

ic policy, “Thainess” w
as 

considered as cultural capital for value-addedness. 

It becam
e a “com

m
odity” for tourism

. There thus 

em
erged the phenom

enon of projecting “Thainess” in 

m
ultifarious w

ays to prom
ote tourism

 for both 

foreigners and Thais. It included the blending together 

in new
 w

ays features Thai and not so Thai. Ancient 

places and traditional practices w
ere presented as 

and “Phi Ta Khon” or ghost parade.

 
In sum

m
ary, “Thainess” is being both diverse 

and com
plex according to the social content of 

particular period.
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period. The actors w

ear m
asks or headdresses know

n as “Hua Khon”.

Did you know
?

Hua Khon M
odel
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Create you ow
n Khon m

ask!

2. Glued area No.  1 & No. 2 then attached together w
ith No. 3 & No. 4 

3. Glued area No.  1 & No. 2 then attached w
ith the ears of m

odel, let glue dry.
4. Top spiral, fold back along the dash lines and glued piece at the X m

ark,  
let glue dry. Done!  



Discovering History, Discovering You

w
w
w
.m

useum
siam

.com
facebook.com

/m
useum

siam
fan


