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After moving the capital to Rattanakosin Island, the city's layout and

re were formed. Other countries have influenced Siam in many

would like to take you through 8 oldest Rattanakosin era buildings
n the capital established over 200 years ago.
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Thailand’s First, Only, and Last
Metal Castle
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@ 2, Maha Chai Road, Wat Bowonniwet ® 09.00 am - 05.00 pm
J 0 2224 8807

This is the first and only Metal

Castle in Thailand. Also, among the three,
It is the only one left in the world. King
Rama Ill commanded to build it in
Ratchanatdaram Temple to be a dhamma
retreat. The Thai style castle has 3 floors
and 37 tops. The 7th top named
‘Chaturamuk’ contains relics of the
Buddha. Moreover, it is a great location
to appreciate the panorama view of
Bangkok.
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Praisaniyakarn (Post Office Building)
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The Neoclassical building near Phra Pok Klao Bridge is where Thailand Post
began, formerly known as ‘Praisaniyakan’. The first postal office of Thailand was
the residence of Phra Preecha Kolakan. Built in 1871 and 12 years later, the place
was set up to run the post business. Although the General Post Office was relocated
to Bangrak, this building’s architecture always welcomes visitors.

ARN1sTUsuriguHouSNUD
Js:tnAlng

Thailand’s First Postal Office

@ Saphan Phut, Wang Burapha Phirom
@ Permanently closed, but still able to

sightsee the external architecture
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Do you know that the European building on the left side of the Temple of
the Emerald Buddha is the first museum in Thailand? It was the Royal Guard Club

called Concordia Hall before being turned into @ museum in 1874 since King Rama V
@ 2 Nah Phralan Road, Phra Borom wished to show high quality crafts from the royal collection and the public. However,

Maha Ratcha Wang the building had structural problems so the museum was later relocated to Bovorn
O Every day at 0830 am - 03.30 pm Sathan Mongkol Palace.
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The Replica of the First Clock
Tower

@ Sanam Chai Road, Phra Borom Maha

Ratcha Wang
®© Every day

Replicated Royal Clock Tower
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Thailand’s first clock tower was built in the era of King Rama IV to let
people traveling along the Chao Phraya River know the time. However, it was
taken down in the reign of King Rama V. The clock was safely kept at the Ministry
of Defense. Later, as the celebration of the 200th anniversary of Rattanakosin,
the clock was returned to be a part of the replicated Royal Clock Tower.
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How did people know the time
before the clock tower? The answer is
the three-level drum tower located across
from Wat Phra Chetuphon. The tower
was built when the capital was established
as the royal command of King Rama |.

£

| The top drum was used for a war signal,

B

é the middle one for a fire signal, and the
| 1171 lowest one for a time announcement.

The drum tower was taken down in
the time of King Rama V. The tower

was later rebuilt as a monument while

drums were kept in the National Museum.

@ Sanam Chai Road, Phra Borom Maha
Ratcha Wang
(C] Every day
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The National Theater uvoogasaulnduns

Rattanakosin Era’s First National Theater
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@ 4 Soi Rajini, Phra Borom Maha
Ratcha Wang

J 02221 0171

K1 Nationaltheatre

Formerly used as the theater for
Fine Arts Department and temporary
location of the National Theater, it got
renovated to be a permanent National
Theater in 1961. It is a non-profitable
agency with a mission to promote the
arts to the public. Most performances are
free or sold at a very affordable price to
seek for maintenance funds. Today, this is
where you come to enjoy Thai traditional
dance or performances that are rare to
find elsewhere.
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Wat Po Thai Traditional Medical School
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The Pioneer of Thai Medical
Institute

® 2 Sanam Chai, Phra Borom Maha
Ratcha Wang
O Every day at 08.00 am - 06.00 pm
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Back in the era of King Rama |, His Majesty had a command to collect
all Thai medical knowledge, from herbal remedy recipes, Thai hermit’s exercises,
to Thai traditional massage. With the growing influence of western medicine,
King Rama Il established the Wat Po Thai Traditional Medical School as Thailand’s
first medical school to share and pass on the ancient knowledge.
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This exquisite place of worship was built from the fundraising by Sikh
community to buy land and build their religious place. The place welcomes people
© 571, Chakkeraphet Road, from every religion but you need to dress properly, wear head covering provided
Weang Burapha Phirom by the temple and do not take any photos. You might get a chance to experience

® 05.00 am - 07.00 pm

the religious activities with Sikhs in Salwar Kurta and Saree dresses.




