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This exquisite mother-of-pearl inlay at

Wat Ratchabophit are believed to be made by artisans
under Prince Kshemasri. Formerly, the panel was

on the windows of Wat Phra Kaeo in the Grand Palace,
but after a fire, they were removed and relocated

to Wat Ratchabophit where they remain today.
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Mother-of-Pearl Artist Palaces

This cluster of palaces behind Wat Pho was a center of Thai arts and crafts, since each of the occupants of these palaces

was skilled in different arts, in particular, the Mother-of-Pearl arts.

Mother-of-pearl inlays are made using lustrous conch shells with a shiny and iridescent finish. The seashells are cut into

smaller pieces, and crafted into different shapes, then rearranged into patterns on different surfaces.

A great piece of evidence that proves that this used to be a mother-of-pearl workshop was a large amount of mother-of-pearl g

shells scattered around the area. Three of the occupants of the palaces used to head the Mother-of-Pearl Art Department,

from King Rama IlI’'s era to King Rama V’s era.
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