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Ministry of Commerce

When Siam faced changes, it was important for us to develop our country to be
as civilized as other leading countries, starting with having dedicated departments
and divisions. Many palaces which had formerly been offices and residences of the
elite were converted into state offices. This cluster of palaces behind Wat Pho did not
escape this change, and they were torn down to make way for the Ministry
of Commerce Building.

The construction of the Ministry of Commerce Building was a mix between

the ancient wall bearing method and the post and lintel system with reinforced
concrete as the main material. The post and lintel system was considered to be modern
at the time. Thus, this building marked the historical transition from traditional
architecture to modern architecture.

This classic Western-style building served the Ministry of Commerce for 67 years
before the Ministry relocated to a new building.



