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Architectural Traditions of the Grand Palace
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When Bangkok was first established as the new capital of Thai-
land, the heart of the city was the Grand Palace, which was central
to the king’s absolute power as the king was likened to Indra, a god.

The newly built Grand Palace was thus constructed to emulate
Indra’s heavenly home.
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Amarin Winitchai Throne Hall in the Grand Palace was
constructed in the reign of King Rama I-II (late 18th century -
early 19th century). The Throne Hall followed traditional Thai

architecture and has long been used for the king’s royal duties
and prestigious royal ceremonies, up until today.
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[YIK 4 marin winitchai Throne Hall
ﬂ The Grand Palace, Na Phra Lan Rd.
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Diego Delso, delso.photo, License CC-BY-SA

The Throne Hall is a vast space, big enough to fit
a large number of people. At the center is a throne,
placed under a nine-tiered royal umbrella, symbolic of
the king. On the far end of the hall is another throne.
Both thrones have been meticulously crafted as they
were intended for royal ceremonies.

Outside, the gables of the building feature carving
of Indra residing above his palace.
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Sanam Chan Pavilion is a small wooden pavilion
Located next to Amarin Winitchai Throne Hall. It was
constructed in the reign of King Rama Il and was used
for informal occasions.

JXPX sanam Chan Pavition
ﬁ The Grand Palace, Na Phra Lan Rd.
© 8.30am-3.30pm
t, 02 623 5500 / 02 623 5499
‘}7 www.royalgrandpalace.th
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Dusit Maha Prasat Throne Hall was built in the
reign of King Rama I (late 18th century). The layout
features four gable ends, and featured on the gables
are carvings of Narai on Garuda, which is a symbol
of the monarch. The distinctive features of this Throne

Hall are the spire on the roof and Garuda and Naga
figures on the four corners of the roof.
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Dusit Maha Prasat Throne Hall has long been used

for royal funerals for kings and royal family members,
and the tradition still continues today.
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JXEK Dusit Maha Prasat Throne Hall
) The Grand Palace, Na Phra Lan Rd.
@ 8.30am-3.30pm

t, 02 623 5500 / 02 623 5499
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Aphon Phimok Prasat Pavilion
was built in the reign of King Rama IV
(middle 19th century). It is a wooden
structure, perched high above the
ground to serve as a platform for

mounting on an elephant or a palanguin.

The roof tiles are made of tin, while
the gables feature Indra’s figures.

D Aphon Phimok Prasat Pavilion

A ﬂ The Grand Palace, Na Phra Lan Rd.
T @ 8.30am-3.30pm Everyday

A t, 02 623 5500 / 02 623 5499

16 @ www.royalgrandpalace.th
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Sutthai Sawan Prasat is located on the
edge of the Grand Palace on Sanam Chai’s
side. It was first built during King Rama
I's era as an open wooden structure with
no walls, used for observing parades at
the field outside the Grand Palace. In King
Rama III’s era, brick and mortar walls
were constructed, and the spire was added
to the roof. In 1950, King Rama IX granted
a grand audience on the occasion of His
Majesty’s Royal Coronation Ceremony.
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Architectural Traditions of the Front Palace
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Phutthai Sawan Throne Hall was built during the viceroy of
King Rama I’s era (his younger brother). Inside, there is Phra
Phuttha Sihing Buddha statue, which is an important Buddha
statue of Thailand, relocated from Chiang Mai. The distinctive
feature of this Throne Hall is the mural paintings of deva (deities)
and Buddha’s history.

MPhutma\ Sawan Thron Hall

ﬁ National Museum Bangkok, Na Phra That Rd.

0 9.00am-4.00pm Wed-Sun except public holidays

&, 02 224 1370

@ www.virtualmuseum.finearts.go.th/bangkoknationalmuseums
f nationalmuseumbangkok
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Itsara Winitchai Throne Hall was constructed in the viceray of
King Rama III's era and was used as the royal Throne Hall similar
to the Grand Palace’s Amarin Winitchai Throne Hall. Inside, there
is a royal throne at the far end of the hall, used for the viceroy’s
royal duties.
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D Itsara Winitchai Throne Hall JXTK Siviamok Phiman Audience Hall

A ﬁ National Museum Banghkok, Na Phra That Rd. ﬁ National Museum Bangkok, Na Phra That Rd.

'|' 0 9.00am-4.00pm Wed-Sun except public holidays 0 9.00am-4.00pm Wed-Sun except public holidays

A t, 02 224 1370 t, 02 224 1370

n @ www.virtualmuseum.finearts.go.th/bangkoknationalmuseums @ www.virtualmuseum.finearts.go.th/bangkoknationalmuseums

£ nationalmuseumbangkiok
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Siwamok Phiman Audience Hall was built in the
viceroy of King Rama I's era. Formerly, it was used
as a throne hall of the Front Palace. The front gable
features a figure of Narai mounted on Garuda, while
the back features Brahma on Hamsa. Currently, it is
used as an exhibition venue for the National Museum
Bangkok’s temporary exhibitions.
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Samran Mukkhamat Thai Pavilion was

uagwinguvivym FonseldavAlsznauidainuudanivg  buitt in the reign of King Rama V (late
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20th century), designed by Prince Naris.
It features Thai architectural style with
influences from other cultures. Formerly,
it was located elsewhere, but later moved
to the premise of the National Museum
Bangkok in the 1920s during King Rama
VII's era as an architectural example for
Thai people to see.
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m Samran Mukkhamat Thai Pavilion

ﬁ National Museum Bangkok, Na Phra That Rd.

0 9.00am-4.00pm Wed-Sun except public holidays

&, 02 224 1370

% www.virtualmuseum.finearts.go.th/bangkoknationalmuseums

Rre—mro

-f nationalmuseumbangkok
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Long Song Thai Pavilion was built in the 1910s during the
reign of King Rama VI as a haircut venue. The pavilion was later
moved to the premise of the National Museum Bangkok.

mmng Song Thai Pavilion

ﬁ National Museum Bangkok, Na Phra That Rd.

° 9.00am-4.00pm Wed-Sun except public holidays

&, 02 224 1370

% www.virtualmuseum.finearts.go.th/bangkoknationalmuseums
-f nationalmuseumbangkok
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Old Booze, New Bottle
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In addition to palaces and temples, the Old Town area of Bangkok is home to some
newly built traditional Thai architecture, designed by an architectural expert from
the Fine Arts Department Arvuth Ngoenchuklin, a national artist in Thai architecture.
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Bangkok City Pillar Shrine was built when Bangkok was
established as the capital city. Later, in the reign of King Rama IV,
it was renovated and featured a cruciform floor plan with a corn

cob-shaped spire. It went through another major renovation on the
occasion of the Bangkok Bicentennial 1982 celebration.
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Maha Chetsadabodin Royal Pavilion was formerly home to a
cinema which was demolished in 1989 to reveal the view of the
Iron Stupa (Loha Prasat) at the back.
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Bangkok City Pillar Shrine Maha Chetsadabodin Royal Pavilion D

1) Lak Mueang Rd. ) Maha Chetsadabodin Park, A
o 6.30am-6.30pm Ratchadamnoen Klang Rd. '|'
t, 02 222 9876 © 9.00am-8.00pm A
ﬁ-* bangkokcitypillarshrine.com t, 02 224 8807 / 02 224 4599
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D | EMEK santi chai Prakan Royal Pavition
A ﬁ Santi Chai Prakan Park, Phra Athit Rd.
T | @ 5.00sm-9.00pm
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Santi Chai Prakan Royal Pavilion: In
1999, the area around Sumen Fort was
renovated to create a public park and to
build a royal pavilion for the Royal Barge
Procession on the occasion of His Majesty

King Bhumibol Adulyadej’s 72nd or 6th
cycle birthday anniversary.
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Thai-style Royal Audience Halls
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Thai-style royal audience halls were not all extravagant. For lower-tier royal
members, their audience halls were simple-looking wooden structures on stilts,
painted with rouge. They looked similar to traditional Thai houses with gable roofs
covered with terracotta tiles. The palaces Looked very ordinary, far from being
extravagant.
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The Red Residence was built in King
Rama II's era as his Queen’s residence.
Formerly, it was located inside the
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The Audience Hall at Tha Phra Palace
was built in the reign of King Rama II. It
was used by Prince Chetsadabodin (later
King Rama 1II) to perform royal duties, and
later became the audience hall of Prince
Naris, who was an expert on Thai art
and architecture. Today, it is home to the
Silpakorn University Art Gallery.

The Audience Hall at Ban Mo Palace
was built in King Rama III’s era and was
the residence of Prince Kunjara, King
Rama III's son. It was used for royal
duties and khon practice. At present, it is
maintained by the Kunjara family and is not
open to the public.

m The Red Residence

ﬁ National Museum Bangkok, Na Phra That Rd.

° 9.00am-4.00pm Wed-Sun except public holidays

t, 02 224 1370

{' www.virtualmuseum.finearts.go.th/bangkoknationalmuseums

f nationalmuseumbangkok
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JREK The Audience Hall at Tha Phra Palace
ﬁ Silpakorn University, Na Phra Lan Rd.
. 02 623 6115-22

@) www.su.ac.th/th/wangthapra.php

m The Audience Hall at

D
Ban Mo Palace A

) 128 Atsadang Rd. T
A

0 Not Open to the Public
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Tt weex WafinnsyaAulusiupd Adnuniingn In 2006, the archeological excavation

nengemndlaelify (15 ndganfingengalaeinafiyiinng ~ Was undertaken in front of the Ministry of
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Commerce building after the Ministry re- ! ,
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Located to another place. The foundations

wevalesnail e vinlvaunsoduiygugluuuenedy of the Audience Hall found Led Us to envi- wénguniusuaizasiuinged dae
T6in sion the design of the palace in the early NN59180INAUYAAUIUSIUAFLERY
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At MRT Sanam Chai Station Exit 1,
you can explore an underground site
- museum which brings you archeo-

The Audience Hall, similar to other
audience halls belonging to other sons

nyzavAlan Aatiudaulnaiusiuaniaannientinds
nasanFuLAedlLiyzan Yandeatsaanseidagdumily

of the king, was a Thai-style pavilion,

Lmﬁa% aniugy dilanedsisyudmiuiuasiszunu With its long side facing the front. The logical evidence from this very area.
a-¢ U Trﬁquia’o neluviaenselsadulosanadmsusan roof was made with unglazed, terracotta We have created an archeological
9197%N13 roof tiles and the pavilion was built on excavation to show you the foundations

stilts. Its stairs were made of bricks and of a former palace.
mortar, about 3-5 steps in height. There

P . ﬁ MRT Sanam Chai Station, Exit 1 A
was space under the building. Inside the

© 6.00am-12.00pm T
Audience Hall, there was a long hall for

32 state activities. SNSRI WA S 33
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Fortifications of Bangkok
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When Bangkok was first established as the capital city, it needed strong struc-
tures to protect its safety. Therefore, city walls and forts were constructed.
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Phra Sumen Fort was constructed in
King Rama I's era at the mouth of Bang
Lamphu Canal (the city moat), on a strate-
gic location vital to safeguarding the city.
It is one of the two remaining forts today.
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Mahakan Fort was constructed in King Rama I's era to protect

the city from enemies. It is located by a moat on the eastern side
of the city. It is one of the two remaining forts today.
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The City Wall in front of Bowon Niwet Temple is part of the Old
City Wall built in the reign of King Rama L.

~— l§30l3.1u131ﬂ1:

aasiolou

Auandangamne aamnadetiu aruagoudamn
T famwitlny wsiuiliatumnaasdnomanedne
Aumysinanan Airlinuasuenld druntsaieilau
wazrinumanszuasiu dinisinarfananianida
Feedumi uasinfaduuidlosunfiuusenuya
Fousnaswilay Apdunssaunszuns

Tnenflanaadwidnasasniarimandfnildndy
AuguznenuLedlil mnusswAuFvaIaniingIuag

YaudsnnsgUnsoudamdsudvionun « Fu
fulugafuvosuingsan g9 o wns Tu
LEUMALL A9ANNLELNYDIUHILTIDS
AwsiutlauBefidnwsTugaaunan

Us:Quijaows:uns
usnagofulseglyd nduuag
saunadssntAusuuwdunasuly

afusuniad o

AfuLNTednnad ¢ lisaudadn
iidulszguan waznadsiayuunu

Uszgiasngomm fiiodu om
sz ulszginaiadnalsegintn
Fauastl oo Useq uazifullszgidn
ptinvszarananTIiLnadnedng
flouumnmiodu ew dseginaiy
LaeAilgien

Bangkok City Gate was formerly made
of wood. In the reign of King Rama V, it

was torn down and reconstructed using
brick and mortar, with a spire at the top.

- o [XEK Fhra sumen Fort [EMEK Manakan Fort City wall D
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Drum Tower was originally built as
a 3-story wooden tower in the reign of
King Rama [, used to tell the time as well
as to alert the public in case of fire or
war. It was later demolished. The new one
was built to emulate the original one on
the occasion of the Bangkok Bicentennial
Celebration in 1982.
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Mounting platform is a platform used

for mounting into and out of royal vehicles.
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Former Temples before Bangkok’s Foundation
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Before King Rama I established Bangkok as the capital city in 1782,

Bangkok was only a small port town, a checkpoint for merchant ships before

entering Ayutthaya city. Therefore, in old Bangkok, there were four ancient

temples which had been built since the Ayutthaya Era.
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Sermon Hall of Wat Pho faces the river on the west. It was
formerly an ordination hall in the Ayutthaya €ra. Later, King Rama

[ built a new ordination hall on the northern side, facing the east.
Inside, there is an exquisite pulpit.
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New Temples
when Bangkok was Founded
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Wat Phra Kaeo is the epitome of traditional Thai
architecture, a Thai equivalent of the Baroque. It is
situated on the ground of the Grand Palace. It was

built when Bangkok was established as the capital city,
and has been constantly maintained.

P wat Phra Kaeo

ﬁ The Grand Palace, Na Phra Lan Rd.
@ 8.30am-3.30pm

t, 02 623 5500 / 02 623 5499

% www.royalgrandpalace.th
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The ubosot (ordination hall) houses a revered

Buddha image, the Emerald Buddha, brought to the city
from Vientiane, Laos.
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The gable features wooden carving ﬂquEanfJu%LqmﬁuquﬁuLaq
of Narai on Garuda to symbolize Garuda images adorn

that it was built by a monarch.

the base of the ordination
hall, symbolizing garudas
guarding Mount Meru.
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The walls and pillars are decked with
porcelain tiles custom made in China.
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In the reign of King Rama IV, a QOLL‘]EH
stupa, a scriptures hall, and the Royal
Pantheon were built forming a single line.
The three buildings are of the same height
and are now the image of Wat Phra Kaeo.

The golden stupa is decorated with gold
mosaic tiles imported from Europe.
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Himavanta mythological figures are half-
god, half-animal creatures guarding Mount
Meru. There are six pairs of giants serving
as guardians minding the gate, each with
its own unigue colors and expression.
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built in the reign of King Hama [ to house a p\g bronze Budqha image which ’j»ﬂﬂﬁu%ﬂﬂﬁﬂﬁlu’luﬂﬂgL Eﬂfﬂ d7u B LTI e Ay
had been. brought to the city from Sukhothai. The construction was completed wﬂmgqummﬂugﬂwﬁgqumﬁ UULWTE WoENRTHAUSAUINAUNS WarAMNSnaINaUnanauLlulsss ULy
in the reign r?f ng Rama Iq. The Laygut gf the tempLe.ft.JLLowed the concept ﬁ?W‘i:QTUﬂﬂLﬂdﬂuﬂﬂﬁ\i‘ﬁumﬂaﬂ Astasn9d
of the Buddhist universe, with the main vihara symbolizing Mount Meru, mmﬁmquLﬁmamuﬂﬁﬂimqmﬁ'ﬁﬂ ﬂmmﬁoﬂi:@i’qﬁummﬁmaows:ims A0 nAUied m’mﬁs:ql’ﬂu
which was considered the center of the universe. A cloister surrounds the Tan & Y . - AURSlas AT
) . ' ’ AN AR AULNANUBIANTING UNTL . o du i P ” &
temple, and on the roof gable there |sva carving of Indra on A.\r*a?va.ta,.hls , e uw e ‘I I mumummmmﬂmgimaiﬂu ARD AunIsNsINa TuLe9
three-headed elephant, a god who resides on Mount Meru. This is in line with EWWMHLLQWW?V’QU‘V]i mzaq AEIIBDL LLNuﬁwmi’mﬁﬂﬂﬁdﬁm’mmmummﬁi’wﬁqﬂﬂi:n’ﬁa:ﬁ
the concept of Bangkok being Indra’s city. The ordination hall is Located on nnaalelunalaludedl

D | EXEE wat suthat Thepwararam the back of the vihara, and the roof gable which faces the east features the
A | % ciant Swing, 146 Bamrung Mueang Rd. sun, and the western gable features the moon orbiting the earth (the ordina-
T © 8.00am-9.00pm . . . . .
A & 02 622 2619 tion hall) following the ancient belief of the universe.
A@ watsuthatt.com
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In King Rama III’s era, the Kingdom was at its peak in inter-

national trade, and old temples from King Rama I's era were
restored while the magnificent Chapel of the Reclining Buddha

was constructed. Additionally, many new temples, big and aaws:iawu
small, were built all over the city. TANTLLBANU Lﬁu[}ﬂufﬁﬁf]y{]%%@ﬁ‘m “UNss5u” Wude Wat Pho is an ancient temple from the

wnunsousaitaysen aundoaniuingesaulnfung  Ayuttheya Era. In the reign of King Rama .
a new ordination hall was built, and the

\Jusnsndl ussnafl o Aeiinnsaontuninlwdulnain Layout replicates the Buddhist universe
Lﬂuﬁuﬁiugmumﬁmﬂoﬂmﬁﬂqﬂuq with Mount Meru at the center.
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At the entrance of the ordination hall,
if you look up, you will see mural paintings
on the ceiling, featuring the sun on one

end and a crescent moon on the other. The
sun and the moon orbit Mount Meru, which

the hall symbolizes.

[XIX wat Pho

@ &.30am-5.30pm

wargluan dansziggnu luaiusaniai «

ws:=aluaa

wssgluanfisdeiilmiluaiossniail o Wudilounn
\Enneyinge avagatinadneinevinunansaulasnielumse
sufey aswillaidingsantad o Alfveneduiluadidelng
Wadngniudy welifiatuaudiuasasuiusaibovan
JREERM

auiulgandiamala uawdsudeuiniesnuna
ng) FulUsumearlagldfitianuazdunis oo
slunugeBafignasaluaiasuniadl o Getin

The new ordination hall built in the era of King Rama I was
small, and the version that we see today was expanded in King
Rama III’s time. A unique feature of architecture from King Rama

III's era is eaves on all the four sides of the hall, with large
rectangular columns supporting them.
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The cloister around the ordination hall features a row of
Buddha statues. On the northwestern wing, the original gable apex
of the hall is showcased, which is larger than one would expect
it to be.
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The four Vihara Pavilions were constructed in King Rama I's
era. The gable features sculptures of Narai on Garuda (sym-
bolizing the Royal Palace status) and Lakshmana on Monkey
(symbolizing the Front Palace status, as it was built by craftsmen
of the Front Palace).
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Four-Reign Pagodas are a popular
photography spot among tourists. There
are four large pagodas. At the center is
a pagoda of King Rama I, decorated with
green mosaic tiles. To the right is a pagoda
built for King Rama II, decorated with white
mosaic tiles. To the left is a pagoda with
yellow mosaic tiles built for King Rama III,
and the last one is decorated with blue
mosaic tiles, built in the reign of King
Rama IV.
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The Chapel of the Reclining Buddha was
constructed in the reign of King Rama Il in 1832.
It was one of the largest buildings in the city, built
to house one of the largest brick and mortar
Buddha statues, the fifth largest in the country.
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Gate Guardians are large stone
statues of Chinese and Western
warriors imported from China. These
are different from the gate guard-

ians at Wat Phra Kaeo which are
yaksa (giant).

56

File 2_B GUIDE_P36-73.indd 56-57

m““ i =

ws:zugaunu

afiulmilusiessniadl o gain
nnsanusesinansziinspdasdae
fnagdladnaswlumiola daqiuiie
ysauzudnadamnaniviaefifen

The Scripture Hall was built in the
reign of King Rama III, decorated with
Chinese ceramics which were popular
during his era.
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Miniature Mountains are small gardens which simulate Chinese
landscape. They are decorated with Chinese lanterns and stone

Linga on the top.
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Yogi Poses adorn the miniature mountains. They are sculptures
cast from tin and lead alloy, depicting traditional medicine knowledge

for the public to learn. These poses are based on Indian yoga
practice and can help relieve muscle pain.

statues. One of the most famous mountains is the one with Siva
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Wat Phra Kaeo at the Front
Palace was constructed in the reign
of King Rama III. It features large
rectangular columns which support
the eaves surrounding the ordination
hall, following the popular design of
that era. As it belonged to the Front
Palace, the temple is not allowed to
have a spire on the roof. Currently, it
is located on the premise of College
of Dramatic Arts and is not open to
the public.

m Wat Phra Kaeo at the Front Palace
ﬁ Bunditpatanasilpa Institute, Rachini Rd.
@ Not Open to the Public

t, 02 2241370
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Wat Ratcha Natda was built in King Rama IIl’s era, located
behind Mahakan Fort, to honor the King’s granddaughter whom he
had raised.
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Loha Prasat, or Iron Stupa, was built in the reign of King
Rama 1II, following Sri Lankan traditions. It was meant to be a
place for monks to stay and meditate, but instead was used as
a stupa housing Buddha’s relics on the top floor. Even though its
name suggests, all 37 spires are made from copper, rather than
iron. There is a spiral staircase at the center of Loha Prasat,
connecting the six floors.
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Thai architecture with Chinese style was popular in King
Rama III’s era. Such architecture used Chinese-style brick
and mortar construction, which was more durable, to replace
wooden gables. The gables were then decorated with Chinese
porcelain tiles. In summary, while the shape was Thai, the
decoration was Chinese.
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Porcelain tile decoration was a technique from
the South of China, known as Ziang Niang. The word
“zaing” means to cut the tiles into little pieces, while
“niang” means to paste something on plaster. The
technique is to cut and paste shard work to form
various patterns, and it was a popular method in King

\Rama 1I's era.
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Lacquer is varnish resin derived from a tree,
used to coat wood and as adhesive for gold leaves
or mirror tiles, which were crucial to architecture in
the era of King Rama Il since many temples were
constructed. Chinese-style brick and mortar construction
was a solution to the shortage of lacquer at the time.
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Wat Bowon Niwet was built by the
Front Palace of King Rama IIl. The King
invited his brother Prince Mongkut, who
was a monk at the time, to reside in this
temple, where he remained for 14 years
until he later became King Rama IV.

Wat Bowon Niwet D
) 248 Phra Sumen Rd. A
© 8.00am-5.00pm T
%, 02 629 4854 / 02 281 5052 A
) www.watbowon.org

f WatBovoranivesVihara
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The Ordination Hall features a roof decorated
with Chinese tiles, while the gable was constructed
with brick and mortar, decorated with Chinese porce-
Lain. Inside, there are two main Buddha statues, and
the walls feature famous mural paintings with Western
influence.
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The Pagoda is bell-shaped and decorated with gold
mosaic tiles, which used to be a popular style in King
Rama IV’s era. The layout, which saw the ordination
hall placed at the front and the pagoda at the back,
was also a popular style in that era.
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Chinese-style brick and mortar monas-
teries. Traditionally, monks’ living quarters
were wooden structures on stilts, but
here, due to the Chinese influence, they
were made of brick and mortar, with Thai-

style wooden roofing and a small inner
courtyard.
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New Style of Temples in King Rama IV's Era
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The royal traditions for temple architecture changed in the
reign of King Rama IV. He preferred a bell-shaped pagoda at

the center of the temple, and the ordination hall was placed at
the front.
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Wat Ratcha Pradit is a tiny temple situated behind
Saranrom Park. It was built in King Rama IV’s era as
the symbolic temple of his reign. Originally, the area
used to be a royal coffee farm.

The Vihara serves as the ordination hall. Its roof
gable is decorated with gold and the Great Crown
of Victory, which was King Rama IV’s emblem. It was
built of Italian marble, which was a novel material at
the time.

EXTK wat Ratcha Pradit
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£ Watrajapradit
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Inside the vihara, the door panels are
decorated with Japanese-style mother-of-
pearl inlays crafted in Nagasaki. On one
of the walls, there is a mural depicting
King Rama IV watching the solar eclipse
in 1868.
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A bell-shaped pagoda decorated with

marble, built behind the main vihara,
following King Rama IV’s favorite style.

il

14/12/20 14:37



Salngalaansv
Western-style Thai Temples
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Western-style Thai Temples began in the reign of King Rama V during
which period Western influences started to arrive in Siam. It is not a surprise
that Thai temples were also influenced by Western architecture.
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Wat Ratcha Bophit was constructed in the early years of King
Rama V’s reign as the symbolic temple of his reign. The temple
has a perfect layout, with a pagoda at the center, enclosed in a
circular cloister, similar to that in the temple of King Rama IV.

MK wat Ratchabophit
N Fueang Nakhon Rd.
@ 6.00am-6.00pm
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The Ordination Hall’s gable decoration shows Narai
on Garuda and King Rama V’s royal emblem. The door
panels are exquisitely decorated, formerly located in

Wat Phra Kaeo in the Grand Palace. After a fire, they
were relocated to this temple.
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The Bell-shaped Pagoda is decked with painted

porcelain tiles custom-made from China, depicting
Chinese-looking divine gods.
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The interior of the ordination hall features a Gothic style with
Thai elements, such as gilded elephants’ heads on its friezes.
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