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Siam under Westernization
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In the reign of King Rama IV in the mid 19th century, Western countries
began to arrive in Siam to establish a relationship, resulting in significant
changes. Siam was exposed to new knowledge from another side of the world,
and began to take an interest in modern science and technology to bring
advancement to the kingdom, from modern clocks to modern military, as
well as modern medicine, manufacturing, mapping, astronomy, education, and
architecture. The cityscape of Bangkok gradually changed, and in the reign
of King Rama V, the transformation was rapid as Siamese people were more
into all things Western.
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Clock Tower: This was Siam’s first clock tower, located
inside the Grand Palace. It was built in the 1850s in King Rama
IV’s era when Siam started receiving Western knowledge. It
was shaped similar to a drum tower, as both were intended for
telling the time. Later, it was dismantled in the reign of King
Rama V. The Clock Tower that you see now was rebuilt following

the old design, and relocated to Sanam Chai Road near the

Drum Tower.
Clock Tower

ﬁ In front of Wat Pho, Sanam Chai Rd.
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Saranrom Park
ﬁ Charoen Krung Rd.
© 4.30am-9.00pm
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Saranrom Park: Formerly a botanical garden part of
Saranrom Palace, it was designed by Henry Alabaster,
King Rama V’s British consultant and a botanical
expert. Alabaster was appointed by King Rama V to
oversee this project, a Victorian-style botanical garden
and zoo with various types of plants, designed for
Leisure. In the reign of King Rama VI, it was used to
host winter banquets.
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The Greenhouse: Built following the concept of
Victorian-style greenhouses, this one was not used for

keeping plants, but as a Western-style club for the
elite to mix and mingle, play cards, read books, and

act in plays.
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Cast Iron Gate: Imported from Europe, the gate
featured Siamese coat of arms at the center.
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Chakiri Maha Prasat Throne Hall
ﬁ The Grand Palace, Na Phra Lan Rd.
© 8.30am-3.30pm
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@) www.royalgrandpalace.th
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Chakri Maha Prasat Throne
Hall: Designed by a British architect
John Clunis from Singapore, who
was commissioned to design this
significant throne hall in 1875
in King Rama V’s era, the throne
hall took seven years to complete.
Despite being a Western-style
building, it features a Thai-style
roof and the iconic three spires,

a signature of the Royal Palace.
Currently, the roof gable features
the coat of arms of King Rama V,
which is a Western-style design.

o Py
e &

fifufildaaandnag ity w
yonanaiudiuriasnselsslng
yanwenuing viayunisiansusan 1u
WavFuuan

YINWEIWYIN vi3ayanwiaazIuan 1u
1 NIENNG TRVl IR

yanaw danuaizuuulseade An dp91lszg
psInanndnvlszunuanvinuaslszganuing
vaand warilldegiatorsnauiidiunulssg

duiinflidauyuioanesiou (yunszdu)
WWudaslovinadmsususasuan aanuuulid
sefaonaiududadaudioosiieg e iy
finannnMsINEsTurLwssLmuuiasiiadng
Tunrlusiesaniail o Audasiasazidasraiu
Wigelsifnodudau

Futlszguiisnetusaslssiuaneuduns
WNURAL UasNIINTAYaINTIauINg

daufintiiulssAngunsusiuiniusiosonisfl ¢ g
Wunsuuurss uaneiensysnssnunamiledszinasnzd
sy Suldun dnuun (Freanudes) dudne
(Fnaifian) wazuang (n3%)

rifefuanoduududuiu
ApvRWALLRLULILNNTNDAY

8l



HoADVAILQY

AU IURUN UMY DINTEUTULNITY

Fo wiinlszgRunilzeed NO7 padteduluady
fussniadl ¢ delgdndusindsonasusng Tu
agnuaaiinla
wapssAFeduginuuutddofuidien Yszey
seananusd adunuuaaia JHulA
pvnavsaiiesiulilnesay aelufuiud
Tz1deNdaUTaUERIATINANY
wsniFmpuilfidusluasuasiUssguans
IVMTUVIALEN ANUTNTINDANTEUATUIAN
Wavdaady (Wevannisan dszinadulaiiiBe
Tuilaqifu Fovusduiudavitaraniauua
gng) uazBunonAsaluasiin “vernAie”
anudaflFzunlulaniegie
saunldilasududpafiusiusiunazdn
LAAILABENTIIUTIUINNTAN Y FILTFIYDY
TusnnuuazAaling auanAuAlatuns
T1EEINFLNU ATULUIAATDIEIADUNTAL
ariuan Fesniinlatszgriinanetufiszides
Widudasiuiefings Sanduan “velindau”

Concordia Pavilion
ﬁ The Grand Palace, Na Phra Lan Rd.
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Concordia Pavilion: The Concordia Pavilion in the
Grand Palace was built in 1870 in King Rama V’s era,
following the design of a building in Batavia (then a
Dutch port city, currently Jakarta, Indonesia). It used
to be a clubhouse for royal cadets, and was later

turned into a museum housing royal tributes. Today, it
is used to welcome royal guests.
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Royal Cemetery at Wat Ratcha Bophit: Built to
keep relics of royal family members in King Rama V’s
bloodline, as well as monuments for his royal consorts
and concubines, the cemetery features four pagodas
decorate with gold mosaic tiles to represent four
of his main royal consorts. Other monuments have
different architectural designs, both Thai and Western.
The earlier ones feature gothic elements and sharp
spires like Christian churches, while later ones feature
Neo-Byzantine elements, also with an obelisk made
of carved marble, as popularly used for European
tombstones. The tradition of keeping relics inside these
monuments followed a Western cemetery concept.
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Royal Cemetery at Wat Ratcha Bophit
ﬁ 2 Fueang Nakhon Rd.
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The Royal Barrack: Built in 1884 in the beginning of King Rama V’s
era, this building served as a command center and residence for soldiers.
It featured a square plan surrounding an inner court. It was used for
military training and was designed by Joachim Grassi, an Italian architect

of Austrian nationality, who had designed many buildings in King Rama V’s
era. Currently, this building is the Ministry of Defense Headquarters.

Ministry of Defense
ﬁ 7 Sanam Chai Rd.
° 8.30am-4.30pm Mon-Fri, By Appointment only
L 022240717
@ www.mod.go.th
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The Royal Seminary
) 444 Maha Rat Rd.
@ Not Open to the Public
. 02 221 1501
www.rajini.ac.th/

Sr—rro

The Royal Seminary: Built in
1882 in the early years of King
Rama V’s era, located by the river,
the Royal Seminary was dedicated
to King Rama V’s royal consort
Queen Sunanda who passed away
in an accident. Initially, it was a
school for daughters of the elite
and also housed the Ministry of
Education. In 1906, towards the
end of King Rama V’s era, Queen
Saovabha asked His Majesty to set
up a girls’ school in this building,
titled Rajini School (Queen’s
school), which is still operating
today. It is assumed that the
architecture was designed by
Stefano Cardu because of the
pediment on the top of the front
facade, which is considered Cardu’s
signature.

The large dome on the roof
was rebuilt following the original
design after it had been removed
since the weight was causing the
building to crumble.
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Long Building, Suankularb School: Suankularb School was a Western-

style school which used modern curricula, with final exams at the end of

each academic year. The school had been moved from location to location,

before settling down here. The new school building was built in 1910,

designed by the Department of Public Works. The 2-story building is 216

yards long, and is therefore known as the Long Building. The building is

slightly curved, if you look at it through the long corridor.

Long Building, Suankularb School

) 88 Tri Phet Rd.
@ Not Open to the Public
. 022216701

@ www.sk.ac.th
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The New Prison: Built in 1891
in King Rama V’s era, the New
Prison followed the concept of a
prison in Singapore which at the
time was a British colony. Located
on the eastern side of the capital,
the New Prison was designed by
one of the most sought after West-
ern architects of the time, Joachim
Grassi. The three buildings are
located outside the fence served
as the prison’s offices, and today
the area inside the prison has
been renovated into a public park.
The buildings are now restored
and developed as the Justice and
Criminal Discovery Museum.
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The Royal Mint: Constructed in 1902 towards the end of King Rama
\’s era, it was designed by Italian engineer Carlo Allegri under the
Department of Public Works, to serve as a new mint responsible for the
production of Thai coins, replacing the old one inside the Grand Palace.

Its roof span is 11 yards wide and does not require supporting columns.
Currently, the building is home to the National Gallery.

National Gallery
1) & Chao Fa Rd.
@ 9.00am-4.00pm Wed-Sun
&, 02 281 2224
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Bamrung Nukunkit Print Shop:
Opened in 1895 in King Rama V’s
era, it was a leading printing house
located on Bamrung Mueang Road,
a business district at the time. The
business continued into the family’s
fourth generation, and was later
closed down around 30 years ago.
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The Royal Guard Regiment: Constructed in 1923 in King Rama VI's
era on the area that used to be an old prison in front of Wat Pho. It is a
Western-style building with a portico at the corner of the roads, featuring
the Siamese seal on the pediment. Currently, it is the Territorial Defense
Command Center. Inside, there is King Rama VI's Museum which displays a
collection of King Rama VI's wardrobes in a perfect condition. You can step
out on the balcony to enjoy the spectacular view of the Grand Palace.

Bamrung Nukunkit Print Shop
ﬁ 79-83 Bamrung Mueang Rd.
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The Royal Guard Regiment
ﬁ Charoen Krung Rd.
© 58.30am-4.30pm Mon-Fri
L 02221 1733-4
www.tde.mi.th/index.html




anlicNsddUASUIaWS:SIBIV

UFiuiamAsumness vnyuawgauannzsauinduns
fuludy (Hufidesavannissauasunanszaneds fodufiud
Buraeisnsuniiunnaenfiving wsslasalusaniail o saun
fiduneavAsug duildsunnasesiodaudessniai o 39ld
Ta%9a9 uaradrauannissaouuaunulseiugauny

wnnanivianissingaaaialnuuuunss azdalUAEuiunly
atnuaIuAaTEsINIaT @ udq Bandudinansziou dausont
fnsrauATUNALMeE fheunanu3nmfieu fapnasadng
TuaTeifianfupiAnsnsensaonndodiagiunds (15 wazdo
panuuulasanUiinawdiandu Tufs uieudle auiuly
et wraduriinsulasignig usaondsdisaaunsils
aanuuulinauaiAnsnsznsaswadadsn o T

sluuveasprasifutifes flasnane Alaneinivaassu
fszifuvgUa3ennau

\nvanifugafimeluladinisnasiwaitlviintoaaunis
@Sumdnisudnunudn ananstasiinasld a.a.a. sauduszuy
Tasvasvuuurunsudwiindadumaiadiouddoiii

Fumilantianofuuiuglimwiauuuelss Foasifulgig

szifiaveavpimisnsgnsrenadadinuny (Snfsuaauludaqiu)

a

Phra Ratchawang Metro Police Station
) 79 Maha Rat Rd.
o 24 hrs.
. 02 224 5050
% policepk.siam2web.com
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Phra Ratchawang Metro Police
Station: Formerly a palace ground,
the original construction was
demolished in King Rama VI's era
and rebuilt as a police station
in 1915, designed by Italian
architect Mario Tamagno under
the Department of Public Works.
It is a one-story building with a
load-bearing wall system and
reinforced concrete structures,

a new construction technique at
the time.
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The Ministry of Commerce Building: Formerly a cluster of four palaces
behind Wat Pho, in the reign of King Rama VI, the Ministry of Commerce
was established in 1920 and moved here in 1922. It was designed by
Italian architect Mario Tamagno. The 3-story building featured a load-bearing
wall system with reinforced concrete structures, so the walls were only
a foot thick. The building has been restored and developed into Museum of
Siam today. The distinctive feature is the stairwells at the center, which

use the walls to hold the weight of each step, so they do not require any
supporting columns.

Museum of Siam
£} & Sanam Chai Rd.
° 10.00am-6.00pm Tue-Sun
¢, 022252777
@) www.museumsiam.org
4 museumsiamfan
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Western-style Palaces
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The first group of people who became acquainted and adapted
to Western influences was the Siamese elite, especially the
progressive gentlemen. They were interested in Western-style
architecture and had their new residences built accordingly.

As Western influences crept in Llittle by Llittle, many Western-
style palaces emerged. Some of the remaining ones include
Burapha Palace, Narathip Palace, Palace of Prince Svasti Pravat,
and Palace of Prince Kritakara.
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Itsaret Mansion: The mansion
was a private residence of King
Pinklao, King Rama IV’s viceroy
and also the second king. It was
one of the first Western-style
buildings in Siam. At the time,
the buildings were designed and
constructed by Thai and Chinese
craftsmen. Despite being a West-
ern-style, two-story bungalow, the
use of space was not different from
a traditional Thai house, where the
dwellers would reside only on the
upper floor.

Itsaret Mansion
ﬁ National Museum Bangkok,
Na Phra That Rd.
© ©9.00am-4.00pm
Wed-Sun except public holidays
& 022241370
& www.virtualmuseum.finearts.go.th/
bangkoknationalmuseums
f nationalmuseumbangkok
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Saranrom Palace: Built in
1866 in King Rama IV’s era, the
one that we see today has been
renovated several times in the
reign of King Rama V. It was
designed by foreign architects to
be used as a temporary residence
for young princes whose actual
palaces were not yet completed.
It was also used to welcome royal
guests and as an office for the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

Saranrom Palace
ﬂ Sanam Chai Rd.
0 Not Open to the Public
%, 02 221015/ 02 222 1035
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Narathip Palace: Built in early King Rama V’s era
as a residence for Prince Narathip, it was designed by
Joachim Grassi. Later, a road was constructed within
the palace premise, with shophouses for rent, so the
right wing was demolished, Lleaving only the left wing

and the central hall. The new road was named Phraeng
Nara to honor the Prince. The gingerbread-style wood-

en balcony overlooking the road was constructed later.
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Narathip Palace
ﬂ 63 Phraeng Nara Rd.
° Not Open to the Public
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Residence of Prince Svasti Pravat: King Rama V’s Private Secretary.
The Palace was tucked away behind shophouses. The main building has
been torn down, leaving only a secondary building which belonged to his
son.
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) 19 Phra Athit Rd.
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Charunsakdi Kritakara’s
Mansion: The first son of Prince
Kritakara, his mansion was built
in King Rama V’s era by local or
Chinese craftsmen. It was a small
mansion by the Chao Phraya River,
facing Phra Athit Road. The north-
ern side of the mansion features
a semi-octagonal bay window. In
King Rama VII’s era, it was used as
a temporary residence for Prince
Svasti Vatana. Currently, it serves
as the UNICEF office.
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Prince Kritakara’s Palace: Formerly, this area
used to be a city fort, before it was torn down and
a palace was built in its place on the occasion of the
5th cycle birthday anniversary of Prince Kritakara.
The Palace was designed by Italian architect Mario
Tamagno from the Department of Public Works. Later,
during World War II, it served as the command center
of the Allies and the Free Thai Movement. Today, it is
the FAO office.

FAO
) 39 Phra Athit Rd.
@ Not Open to the Public
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Chakrabongse Villa: Constructed as a recreational
home for Prince Chakrabongse, it features €nglish
domestic architecture. The family’s descendants still

live here today, and part of the palace premise is
converted into a boutique hotel.
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Tamnak Phet, Wat Bowon Niwet:
Built in the reign of King Rama VI
for Supreme Patriarch Prince Vajira
nana, the building was used as a
meeting hall for Buddhist monks.

It is a Western-style one-story
building, decorated with stucco
works featuring Thai patterns.

Tamnak Phet, Wat Bowon Niwet
f\ 248 Phra Sumen Rd.
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When Siam first tried to adapt to Western culture, the
Siamese elite had Western-style bungalows built along small
alleys which could only be accessed on foot, since cars were
not necessary at the time. They usually built a cluster of
bungalows, surrounded by roadside shophouses.

The homes built in the late 19th century to early 20th
century (King Rama V’s and King Rama VI’s eras) were
typically called “manila” homes with hip and gable roofs,
wooden louver windows, and gingerbread-style veranda
railings, ventilating grills, and trims at the eaves.

Later, the style shifted to a jerkinhead roof with bay windows.
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Bandhumasuta House: Located
inside a community behind Loha
Prasat (Iron Stupa), the house
formerly belonged to German
missionaries. When World War [
erupted in 1917, King Rama VI
declared war with Germany, and
the house was confiscated. It was
later given to the first generation
of the Bandhumasuta family, who

worked in the Revenue Department.

The layout was an L shape,
which was popular at the time. The
ground floor had a front veranda
and a hip roof with a jerkinhead
roof on the side. The protruding
portico at the front featured a
gable roof and wooden louver
windows with gingerbread trims at
the awnings.

Bandhumasuta House
fH Community behind Loha Prasat
0 Not Open to the Public
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Hidden House behind Mont Milk: This wooden gingerbread house was
built a long time ago, perhaps in the late 19th century. The style of the
house mimicked that of a Western-style 2-story brick and mortar building.
It has a hip roof like a Western home, but with two tiny gables at the
front and back. Interestingly, it is one of the few remaining homes in the
Old Town with terracotta roof tiles today.
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Jayagam House: Built in the early 20th century
(towards the end of King Rama V’s era or early in
King Rama VI's era), the house is now occupied by the
fourth generation of the Jayagam family. The layout
forms an L shape, as typical in homes in King Rama

\’s era through King Rama VII’s era, with a protruding
portico on one side, a front veranda, and cantilevered

suifienlifiuany tanzifludavilszglassay
Wadadnludeinsneluizaulsdnsoe

corridors on all sides of the upper floor.
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Hidden House behind Mont Milk
) 160 Off Dinso Rd.
° Not Open to the Public

Jayagam House
A 72-74 Tuek Din Alley
° 10.30am-1.00pm Mon-fri
. 022241093
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Thai Siri House: Thai Siri is a traditional Thai dance
troupe which has been around for a long time. In the
past, this private-owned dance troupe did performances
at the City Pillar Shrine. Their house is located on
Tuek Din Alley and is a 2-story wooden house with a
semi-octagonal bay window, which was a popular trend
in the 1910s-20s in the eras of King Rama VI and King
Rama VII. Today, the troupe is no longer in business,
and this house is now a guesthouse.

Thai Siri House Chong Kasem House
) 155 Tuek Din Alley ) 34 Tuek Din Alley
° Not Open to the Public 6 Not Open to the Public
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Green House on Tuek Din Alley
ﬁ 58 Tuek Din Alley
o Not Open to the Public
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Chong Kasem House: Originally, it was occupied by
the Department of Forest officer. The house forms an
L shape and is a “manila” style with a hip roof and a
gable at the front. An interesting feature is the wooden
pilasters with grooves to imitate stone masonry which
was popular in Western buildings at the time. Today,

parts of the house have been renovated and it Looks
different from its original design.
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Green House on Tuek Din Alley: It is assumed to
have belonged to a nobleman in King Rama VI's or
King Rama VII's era. The house has the same layout as
those on the same alley, with an L shape design. It has
external steps leading to the corridor of the upper
level. The house features cast iron balustrades and
perforated wooden ventilation grills. Today, the home
is rented out.
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Chandrasandhi House: The house originally be-
longed to a major general in the Chandrasandhi family.
It might have been built in the 1910s towards the end
of King Rama VI's era. The house forms an L shape
with a front portico and a jerkinhead roof, which was
a Western roof design. The house is slightly elevated
and the space is used for both storage and ventilation.
Its current owners, an architect couple, have restored
the house into a hostel named Baan Dinso Boutique
Hostel at Trok Sin.

Baan Dinso Boutique Hostel
) 113 Trok Sin Alley
& 096-565-9795
@ www.baandinso.com

Baan Noppawong
N 112-114
Soi Damnoen Klang Tai
L 02 224 1047
f Baannoppawong

UAUUWDIVF

tultinaveloundsiipudurnmioumans
Fewed unaed a3etiulul wess sufugaed
AYATILNUBLTYINN winauaslanader w
In&azavuasudn Japfildlunisnaadng athoidu
1T onsd uazindn AdlFunannananmnsdiud
dingegul frinnnshudadine

foEouugsag (T) auunasdng-uan it
yanane wavanifudaduindiounti waziflasann
nasfoluga 1940s AfvgUuuuaniiinanssy
wuuludsudufifen tuunisdasunesog
nausneptinuLUUTLASUA SN Tailsedu
Uszan eanuuulag vawysnssulniv

tnuuwavdanidunesgnann uazsoumanu
alssutlseFaulsifinouningainsuinanefiu
yinlafarunadndosvagdung (oug dou
waslzdquiud ouusesiiu Waganeiduay
Foteuluthuaiossniai e-o ldaoidudun
TUNILNAY

Navavongs House: Built in 1945 during the end of
World War 11, it is a 2-story house with a symmetrical
T-shaped layout and the protruding portico. It is a
Western-style bungalow, but adapted to suit Thailand’s
hot and humid weather. The house features Modern
architecture with a simple design. Today, it has been

restored and converted into a boutique hotel. The gin-
gerbread gable trims at the front were later added.
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Varnakovida House: The first
generation of the Varnakovida fam-
ily worked in King Rama V’s Office
of Secretary. He built this home
for his son’s wedding, possibly in
the 1900s - 1910s, or around
the end of King Rama V’s era or
early in King Rama VI's era. This
brick and mortar building forms an
L shape, with a veranda at the cor-
ner on the ground floor, used as
the entrance. There is a hip roof,
with gables at the front and the
side, decorated with gingerbread
gable trims, which used to be
popular at the time.
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Varnakovida House
ﬂ 64 Soi Damnoen Klang Tai
© 11.00am-3.00pm Tue-Sun
& 081922 6611
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Vasavid House: Formerly, the house belonged to
the first generation of the Vasavid family, who worked
in the Royal Library Division under King Rama VI's
Secretary Office. It was built on a newly constructed
road in 1917. The layout forms an L shape with a
Jjerkinhead roof. It is elevated on stilts, with 3-4 steps
Leading up to the house. Currently, the house is occu-
pied by the family’s fourth generation, one of whom is
a famous fashion photographer.
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Niyamavibhata House: The house belonged to a
nobleman who was the first generation of the Niyam-
avibhata family, a teacher in the Education Ministry. It
might have been built in the 1910s in King Rama VI's
era. It is a 2-story house with an L-shaped layout and
a small veranda at the front. The current generation
has rented out the house to a political party, a bar,

a tattoo parlor, a Vietnamese restaurant, and now a
cool bookstore named World at the Corner.
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Gingerbread House: This house which belonged to an officer from a iwsedsnisan “Gingerbread”
Brahmin family was built in 1913. It has two stories and an L-shaped A7 “guuthide” uda sfiRnsay
layout. The right wing of the house has a protruding semi-octagonal bay Bun “lBnnanaviey” se “Banana
window, and there is a wide veranda on the second floor to bring in fresh Bread” 71 “vunilvndnuvan” gny
air. The perforated wooden vent features calligraphy within small circles, Ctatt
bearing the name of a man who was the owner of this house. Currently,
the present generation of the family has converted the house into a

cafe cum museum known as Gingerbread House.
Gingerbread House
World at the Corner ) 47 Soi Lang Bot Phram
£ 1 Soi Mahannop 1 © 11am-8pm Mon-Fri
Vasavid House © 10.00am-7.00pm Fri-Sun 9am-8pm Sat-Sun
) 108 Mahannop Rd. . 089 699 7074 & 097 229 7021
@ Not Open to the Public £ worldatthecorner § house2456
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Dr. Waan’s House
A goff Bamrung Mueang Rd.
@ 9.00am-5.00pm
. 02 221 8070
@ www.mowaan.com
f mowaan.bumrungchat.sassana.yathai
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Dr. Waan’s House: Built in 1924 as a clinic of Dr. Waan, a traditional
Thai medicine doctor whose business had been around since King Rama
\’s era, before relocating to this house. The apothecary is a reinforced
concrete building with reinforced concrete awnings. The rooftop was used

to drying herbs. Currently, the fourth generation of the family still contin-
ues the business, and opens this place as a small museum.
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Dr. Fuen Punyarataveja’s House:

This house formerly belonged to a
retired major under the Ministry

of Defence. After he passed away,
Dr. Fuen Punyarataveja bought it in
1926 in King Rama VII's era. It is a
half-wooden, half-brick-and-mortar
house, forming a symmetrical T
shape with a central portico and
terraces on both sides. Above
windows, there are perforated
wooden panels with star, crescent
moon, and a pair of rabbits, which
are motifs in islamic culture. It is
assumed that these motifs were
made by Malay artisans.
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Baan Pranakorn Antique Guesthouse
) 196 Dinso Ad.
& 084611 2115
@ basnpranakorn.blogspot.com
f baanpranakorn.hostel
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Baan Ya Hom
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Dr. Song Punyarataveja’s House: Formerly a
marital home of Dr. Song Punyarataveja, with his
father-in-law contributing to the budget, this home
was built in the 1910s in King Rama VI's era. It is a
2-story house forming an L shape, with a veranda at
the front and a gable roof on the side with a cut gable
roof at the front. After relocating to a new house,
Dr. Song opened this house as a clinic for modern
medicine, while the area around the house was used
for producing traditional medicine, which was the
family’s business. Today, it is a spa and restaurant
known as Baan Ya Hom, run by the 3rd generation of
this family.
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Wiangket Mansion: The house is assumed to be built in the 1920s
around the end of King Rama VI's era or King Rama VII's era. It was
formerly a Ministry of Education officer’s mansion. Later, Chit Wiangket,
another Ministry of Education officer, bought it from the original owner.
Chit later Left the Ministry and pursued on his own traditional Thai
medicine business. The building is among the first to be made of reinforced

concrete with Western-style, half-timber design. It has a jerkinhead roof,
as common in country houses in €ngland.

D Wiangket Mansion
A | % 203 Trok Sake Rd.
T ° Not Open to the Public
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Hansakul House: The owner is the Hansakul family. The original owner
worked in Royal Office Bureau’s food & beverage department responsible
for banquets and caterings in royal ceremonies. This house is estimated
to be built in King Rama VI's era. It is a compact two-story manila house
with an L-shaped layout and a hip roof. The bay window at the front has a
gable roof. Currently, the third and fourth generations of the family still
reside in this house.

Hansakul House
) 80 Trok Sathien Rd.
o Not Open to the Public

WI>—>O

o3



z

D
A
T
A

3

UluKadvaldaddsans

Tinupsaniafiasndedduivgudnadeiiuly
5158na7 o [iaduEsunsesvanaiasg
and (8986 29nane) AUUWaTIITIU 1TNTNWe
ounlalfifuFounednifiagnaniussenuniu
A, un. gnawust 1awndy ananstnuafiAsens
waldiflatinufundiingny Auguiiundiuas
AULAEI UG

dnmaiztududould » fu atnvdau
wzfan daugiduea (L) wdsanTumen H47
snuntin anmuzFaudne Wildaglseaulsean

Varadrapya House: This house might have been
built in the 1920s in King Rama VII's era as a marital
home for an admiral in the Varadrapya family. Later,
it was used as his daughter’s marital home when
she married a Siriraj Hospital doctor. The house was
also used as his clinic. It is a 2-story house with an
L-shaped layout, and a hip roof with a gable at the
front. Since it was built later in that era, it does not
feature either gingerbread gable trims or perforated
wooden panels.

Kanchanahoti House
1) 22 Trok Sathien Rd.
° Not Open to the Public

Varadrapya House
) 48 Trok Sathien Rd.
° Not Open to the Public
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Kanchanahoti House: This
house might have been built in
the 1910s early in King Rama
VI's era by a nobleman. Later,
it passed through many owners,
and in 1939, an officer in the
Royal Treasury Division from the
Kanchanahoti family bought it and
moved his family to this house. It is
a 2-story house with an L-shaped
layout, with cantilevered balconies
on three sides, decorated with
gingerbread-style wooden railings.
It has a hip roof with a jerkinhead
roof at the front portico.

Korn Limsakul
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Chintakananda House: This house might have been built in the 1900s-

1910s late in King Rama V’s era or early in King Rama VI’s era as a
residence for a nobleman from the Chintakananda family who worked as

a prosecutor. It later belonged to his son, an influential politician and gen-

eral in the 1960s. It is a 2-story manila house with an L-shaped layout

and a terraced entrance. It has a hip roof with an open gable at the front,

decorated with carvings. The house also has gingerbread-style wooden
balusters, gable trims, and trims at the eaves. Currently, it is under

restoration and will be converted to become a hotel.

Chintakananda House
1) 149 Dinso Rd.
0 Not Open to the Public



Phan Fa Masion: Located by
a canal in the Phanfa Lilat Bridge
area, this house might have been
built in 1914 as a permanent
home of a Thai widow whose
late husband was an influential
Singaporean businessman, Tan Kim
Cheng. The brick and mortar home
has a U-shaped layout, decorated
with perforated wooden trims at
the eaves, ventilating grills, and
signature corbels which have
become the house’s most prominent
feature.

Siam House
£} 591 Phra Sumen Rd.
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Purakshetra House: It might
have been built in the 1910s in
King Rama VI's era. Later, during
World War II, a former govern-
ment officer from the Purakshetra
family, who worked for a foreign
company, bought this house from
the original owner. The house has
two front sides. On the canal side,
there is an L-shaped portico and a
veranda. On the road side, there is
a semi-octagonal bay window and
an entrance arch.
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Purakshetra House
) 459/3 Phra Sumen Rd.
0 Not Open to the Public



Bhavamaya House: The house
might have been built towards the
end of King Rama V’s era or early
in King Rama VI's era. It belonged
to a nobleman who worked for the

court under the Ministry of Justice.

He was the first generation of the
Bhavamaya family. The house has
two buildings - the bigger one has
a hip roof, while the smaller one,
in pale blue color, has a gable roof
and carved pediments. It is deco-
rated with gingerbread gable trims,
trims at the eaves, and perforated
wooden ventilating grills.
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Bhavamaya House
) 320 Phra Sumen Rd.
@ Not Open to the Public
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Kraichitti Mansion
) 199 Khaosan Rd.

No.1 Restaurant
1) 119 Off Tanao Rd.

tiniliingug névil dvaelunsandrundsiinunlnuunzun
(Fomflasnsinuiu druguruuasied ndeiauag) Aazslddoune
gy vanguiiug AduAestinuinmdmile WildAAunzls
fidnwuzanniinonssuiiiuifenlussniad o-o Aniflueu
uzfian v fu foflugiliuea (L) wasaniunen Ayaniiidudada

wsvanaaoiieRdallflliagildandy asiuanuRiasianiz
AvldlgAlmiuinnzdasinouwied duda “wszessuyy” du
ativwufisuiuiiayaniidiszangllay 608 uazaluassnugs
asnysud 610 Aaufusyalnaasaguunan w fu uafithimisu
Tas szunaiflufng w Fon viuntidamniuagfiaynsssssuyny
leld

Number One Restaurant: This restaurant is located off Tanao Road,
which is in Khaosan area, a popular tourist spot. It is a manila-style wooden

house built in the 1920s with a cut gable decorated with perforated wooden
panels in the shape of constitution atop two offering bowls.

Kraichitti Mansion: Built in
1909 towards the end of King
Rama V’s era as a new mansion
for a high-rank officer of the
Department of Fine Arts, the house
was later used as a marital home
for his daughter and her husband,
a judge from the Kraichitti family.
It is a Western-style, 2-story
house, with a central portico used
as a drop-off area. The manila
style house has a hip roof with
an open gable decorated with
gingerbread-style gable trims. The
interior is exquisitely decorated in
Thai, Chinese, and Victorian styles,
with a hint of €gyptian influence
seen in the bay window.
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Many shophouses popped up along
major roads throughout Bangkok, especially
towards the end of the 19th century (in King
Rama V’s era). This meant the economy was
prosperous due to free trade with foreign
countries. These shophouses also indicated a
shift from floating markets to roadside
markets, as a result of road construction.
Buildings in this era adopted a Western Look,
with simplified classic designs. They were
mostly 2-story buildings, and the ground
floor was used for business while the upper

floor was used for either storage or residence.
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Howard Sochurek, Life Magazine, 1954
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Chinese-style One-story Shophouses: Shophouses were typically made of wood, but later changed to
bricks and mortar like buildings in China. Such buildings have actually existed since the mid 19th century in
King Rama IV’s era, but are no longer around today. The ones that we still see now are from the 1910s in

King Rama VI's era.
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One-story Shophouses along Dinso
Road: Unit number 28 still Looks the
same as it did when it was first built.
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One-story Shophouses along
Satay Alley: Located in Bang
Lamphu area, it used to be a
community of Javanese people
from Indonesia who had migrated
to Thailand to work as gardeners
in King Rama V’s and King Rama
VI's eras. They used to sell satay
(skewered beef) in this area.

On a wall in front of one of the
shophouses, there is a notice about
rent receipts stamped on it.
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Shophouses in Straits Settlements Style: These shophouses have existed since the mid 13th century in
King Rama IV’s era. The King sent a team to observe the architecture in Singapore so that they could come

build the same buildings here for rent.
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Shophouses along Bamrung
Mueang Road: Built in King Rama
\’s era, the unigueness of these
buildings was the roofed continuous
walkway in front of shophouses
(five-foot way or Ngo-ka-ki), which
was popular in Singapore, Penang,
and Phuket. Today, the units have
extended to cover the walkway.
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Shophouses along Phraeng Nara Road: Built in 1837 in King Rama V’s
era, there are 120 units forming a single row with no space in between.
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Shophouses in Straits Settlements Style
(1] Bamrung Mueang Rd. (1] Phraeng Nara Rd.
1 Bamrung Mueang Rd. Y Tonao Rd.
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Popular Style of Shophouses: The standard style of shophouses came about in the 1900s late in King
Rama V’s era in major commercial districts in Bangkok. They were usually a large compound with many units
built in separated blocks, decorated with Malay-style perforated wooden panels and trims.
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Shophouses in Phraeng
Phuthon: There are about 120
units circling a big square at the

center. This area, located next to
Phraeng Nara, was a food hub.

Popular Style of Shophouses
ﬂ Phraeng Phuthon Rd.

ﬁ Sa Song, Long Tha Lanes
ﬂTanau Rd.

ﬁ Chakrabongse Rd.
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Shophouses on Sa Song / Long
Tha Roads: Located behind Wat
Suthat, there are about 150 units.
The ones along the northern part
of Sa Song Road look different
because they were newly built.

Formerly, it was a well where
monks would come take a shower.

dnuadauua:zuid
fowmiflaouusnasuiiy
WugalvgBngasiu eoo
W9 AUAYUNLADITNINNY
Hogidaunsdnouniiold
nzanvavRtinuuwawle §
Fruznaanilaulnaeng

Fulelaan

Shophouses on Tanao Road:
Located on the northern side
of Ratchadamnoen Road, it has
about 100 units on both sides. It
is home to the old traditional Thai
apothecary.
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Shophouses on Chakrabongse

Road: Located in Bang Lamphu,
forming a rectangle.
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Western-style Shophouses: Built in the 1900s-10s in King Rama V’s and King Rama VI's eras, these
shophouses were much influenced by Western trends, as seen in stucco decorations, pediments on front
porticos, Western-style window frames, and cement tiles.
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Shophouses on Charoen Krung
Road: Located by the bridge,
each unit is extra wide, with three
window arches in the style of stone
masonry. In Sam Yot area, each
unit has two window arches.
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Shophouses on Atsadang Road:
Located by the canal on the oppo-
site side of Saranrom Park, these
units continue from the ones on
Charoen Krung Road. Each unit has
only one window arch.
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Shophouses on Phraya Si Lane:
Located on the opposite side of
the Dutch drawbridge, its window
features Western-style triangle
pediments, and the corner unit has
three curved pediments on the roof
decorated with the Caduceus, or
two snakes winding around a staff,
which is the symbol of Mercury,
the god of trade.

Western-style
Shophouses
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Shophouses on Fueng Nakhon Road: Located near
the intersection that cuts across Charoen-
krung Road, these shophouses were built
in the 1920s in King Rama VII's era. The
design is simple, and the corner unit has
three curved pediments on the roof, simi-
lar to the shophouses on Phraya Si Road
on the other side. On a wall in front of
one of the units, there is a notice about
rent receipt stamped on it. The corner
unit used to be a Butler &
Webster showroom.
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ﬁ Phraya Si Lane
46 1 Fueang Nakhon Rd.
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Ban Mo Shophouses on Ban Mo
Road: Its window frames feature
stucco works in rustication style.
The shophouses are unigue for the
perforated wooden ventilating grills
above the doors.
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Moat Bridge: The corner unit used
to be Barrow Brown & Co store.

vinvtanugauevgaiineiufinsany “yandnt” (Book Club)
Wausnnaailull weex usurarsuvisusnaasing Ananauniiiu
surAsngwadlneluagiu

Shophouses on Ban Mo Road near Flower Market: The last unit of these
shophouses used to be the location of Book Club, established in 1906,
which was the first bank of Thailand. It is now Siam Commercial Bank.
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Ban Mo Shophouses: This is another set of shophouses which still
remains today. It wraps around an entire block, surrounded by roads.
The window pediment on the second floor of the end unit is decorated with
pot-shaped stucco statues in line with the name of the area (“ban mo”
means “village of pot” in Thai).

Wally Higgins
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Mmmqummﬂuwmmom Corner unit of Ban Mo shophouses:

This photo was taken in 1959. The
building has been torn down and
Krung Thai Bank has replaced it.

Ban Mo Shophouses near the

Ban Mo Shophouses
Y gan Mo Ra.
) Ban Mo Block
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Shophouses on Na Phra Lan Road:
Built in 1909 towards the end of King
Rama V’s era, these shophouses used
to be luxurious as they were located in
front of the Royal Palace. The highlight is
the central portico with a large pediment.
Its ventilating grills over the windows are
semi-circular perforated wooden panels.

Wugadaaduiuiinuoantinwszanuy

fofuguiuea (L) laaiaufiysnateaseiagy 4
nssifontifindsmuduiiendugavtimezanu

funthdwAiguuuiudiandu

waliBudinvyussvynsauagivild A3 uani oce

U

Shophouses at Tha Chang Pier: It is the same set as the
shophouses on Na Phra Lan Road. It also features the same
style of central portico with a large pediment on the roof.
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Shophouses at Tha Tian: These shophouses were built
slightly after the ones near Tha Chang Pier, but the style is
similar. They form a U shape, with a market at the center.

) Na Phra Lan Rd.
ﬁ Maha Rat Rd.
) Maha Rat Rd.
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Shophouses with reinforced concrete awnings: In the 1910s-20s in King Rama VI's and King Rama VII's

eras, reinforced concrete was introduced and became a popular material in construction. Awnings, railings,
and ventilating grills were made of reinforced concrete at that time.
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Shophouses on Sumen Road in front of Wat Bowon Niwet: The unique

feature is the stucco works under the windows. The ventilating grills are
made of reinforced concrete.
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Shophouses on Sumen Road in Phan Fa area: They share the same style
as the ones in front of Wat Bowon Niwet. There are reinforced concrete
awnings on both stories, with stucco works under the windows as well.
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Shophouses on Tanao Road: south of Ratchadamnoen
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Shophouses on the bend on Phra Athit Road

Shophouses with reinforced
concrete awnings

ﬁ Phra Sumen Rd.

) Phra Sumen Rd.

£ Tanao Rd.

£ Phra Athit Rd.
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Shophouses with Rooftops: In the 1910s-20s in King Rama VI's and King Rama VII's eras, shophouses
were built with a flat top. Using reinforced concrete meant the buildings could be built higher than before.

=

o

k=]

&

=4

:

.
dnauaglnAa Ginaswsa GnAnaUVA dnwisa GnuadtAviardodn Gnuadauudnsiwys
auuumlze vavadu AIVWFUURURILAY 1N FyULeNaUean ausn (v 3. usw. MAu) Jrnniotdna=wiuru

a1eHn JyneAnduanInetuuy - @1 a¥9 tudinuaafisnlianu

WasTuan #5910l wewe danain ouuuvilye usavIauY 389 wouuLitadas i g9 o 1 flanad mneiAn Shophouses on Ghah Phet Aoad
P P - - - - T L, . arwnudnglsod A.a.8. anngeseides A.a.a. near the entrance of Sampheng
nonuailinadulsingned gnaAduenn Jannseseides NUAFULAT INADUATDIATINN v A e . v Market

¥ I a519illnl wewe urng Shophouses on the bend
A.5.9. A.8.8. Huu near the Giant Swing: They are

Kamol Sukosol Building:
Located on Maha Chai Road, it has
a rooftop, and cantilevered eaves
on both upper and ground floors.

3-unit shophouse: near the
Bang Lamphu Roundabout, built
in 1932 with reinforced concrete
balcony railings.
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Gagananga Building: Located
at the corner of the Sam Yot
Intersection, it was built in the
1920s in King Rama VI's era. It
used to house a Japanese hospital
and a well-known clinic/pharmacy.
Today, it is home to a hip hotel
called Cacha Bed Heritage Hotel.
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Fazal Building (E. M. Katib
Store): Located on the corner of
Bamrung Mueang Road near the

foot of the bridge. It was built in
1931.

three stories high with rooftop,
reinforced concrete awnings, and
balcony railings.
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Kyoto University Library

Shophouses with Rooftops
£} 665 Maha Chai Rd.
£} Tani Rd.
) 156 Maha Chai Rd.

Shophouses with Rooftops
ﬁ Bamrung Mueang Rd.
ﬁ Bamrung Mueang Rd.
) Chak Phet Rd.
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