Finding  Spoony
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Hello, my name is Piper.
Can you remember me?
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I'm coming to ask for your help.
I've been looking for my friend.
Her name is “Spoony” or “Spoon-billed Sandpiper”.
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My friend has a cool bill It looks lke a spoon.

She uses her spoon-like bill to shove the puddle to find food,
like she has her own shovel. That’s very cool, isn’t it?
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We were born in the same place, S N An
the Siberian fundra. |
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Every winter,
we have tfo travel a long distance
because it is hard to find food at that fime.
So we have fo migrate fo a warmer place.
We fly past China, Korea, Japan, and Vietnam
until we arrive in Thailand.

@ breeding grounds
migration route

@ wintering grounds >> picture :
focusingonwildlife.com
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In order to arrive in Thailand, we spend a lot of energy and we nearly

exhaust ourselves.

usiszmelneniduumaniniadusvgu
wasfionmaoauauysnllviunisELoLN

Anyway, Thailand is always a good habitat
and provides plentiful food for us every year.
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In Thailand, we feed on
muddy shores or salt pans.
Salt pans are a wonderful place
because they have shallow water S
and are suitable for little birds (= .
which have short legs like us.
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We feed on a variety of marine invertebrates

including polychaete worms and shrimp.
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Every year, birders from around the world come here to watch us,

especially to watch Spoony. She was a superstar here.
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Nope, and how
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Sadly, three years ago, the storm blew us apart.
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And I haven’t seen her again ever since.
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I'm really concerned for her
because the population of her
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species is very low.
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I heard the researcher said, “there is only 200-400 Spoon-billed Sandpiper
left around the world.” Such a low number.
They were classified as a Critically Endangered species.
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The sadest thing is

one of the most crucial habitats for ten of thoudsands of migratory shorebirds
the salt pans at Khok Kham in Samut Sakhon province,

is going to be changed to a big area of solar farms.
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Solar energy is a good choice
and [ sfrongly agree with that.
But why...,
why did they choose this place?
One of the few remaining
feeding areas of endangered
shorebirds like Spoony.
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Someone said, “The birds have wings, they can fly to anywhere else.”

But the fruth is, there is no more suitable habitat left for us.
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The feeding areas on our migration route have been changed
to shrimp farms or estates.
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Spoony, is your species going fo be extinct in the near future?
How can I help you?
[s it possible that humans will be more concerned about us
and keep some areas for us to live in?
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Have you ever seen “Spoony” ?
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We need support
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Now, Bird Conservation Society of Thailand (BCST)
has a project to rent and manage the land
at Pak Thale for shorebird conservation.
They would like to raise 10,000 US$
by the end of 2016 and plan to buy the land
and manage it fully in the long-term.

(for more information, clink the link on caption)



