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Government House is the workplace of the
nation’s chief executive officer, the prime minister.
It is the nation's showpiece, a national monument of
historical importance in which Thai people take pride
and would like to share with their compatriots and
foreign visitors in the form of an illustrated publica-
tion.

An Ad Hoc Committee for the Publication of
the Book Government House was appointed in
1987 by the National Identity Board. Its publication
in Thai was well received by the general public, so
much so that the Sub-committee for English
Language Publication of 1996 under the National
Identity Board decided to publish a second edition,
by revising and updating the original edition.

In the course of ten years, Government House
has been face-lifted and renovated. More buildings
are being constructed and a number of agencies have
been relocated here in keeping with the increased
workload of the Prime Minister’s Office.

The present bilingual edition of this publication
is meant for a wider audience, including foreign
visitors and guests who pay courtesy calls on the
prime minister, deputy prime ministers and ministers
to the Prime Minister's Office as well as those who
are interested in the history of Government House.

The Sub-committee for English Language
Publication hopes that this book will assist its reader
to a certain extent in his/her quest for a background
knowledge of Government House and its place in
our cultural heritage.

//,/:é’, }JB%A‘M;W-
(Dr. Wilars Singhawisai)
Chairman
Sub-committee for English Language Publication
August 1997
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The National Identity Office, the Secretariat
of the Prime Minister, has produced a book, entitled
Government House in accordance with Directive
No. 24/2530, dated January 31, 1987, calling for the
establishment of an Ad Hoc Committee for the
publication of a book on Government House. The
Committee had the duty to compile and study
information on Government House, including the
historical background, and, after verifying its
accuracy, publish the information in book form so
that both Thai and foreign nationals may learn of the
importance of this historical building which serves
as the office of the prime minister, the nation's
highest administrator.

Relying on documentary evidence and inter-
views with people involved at different times with
the construction and renovation of Government
House, as well as people who have at one time
resided or worked in this historical building, the
Committee has now compiled information and other
details on the historical background of Government
House and brought out this publication, illustrated
by rare photographs. It is sincerely hoped that the
book Government House will be of some benefit
to both Thai and foreign nationals.

N N

(M.L. Nualpong Senanarong)
Chairperson
Ad Hoc Sub-Committee
for the Publication of the Book
"Government House"
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Government
House is one of the most impor-
tant government buildings in the
country. It is the venue for meet-
ings of the Cabinet, the official
office of the prime minister, deputy
prime ministers and ministers (o
the Prime Minister's Office.
Many department-level
offices are located here,
including the Secretariat
of the Prime Minister, the
Secretariat of the Cabinet,
the Office of the National
Security Council, the Office
of the Permanent Secretary, the
Prime Minister's Office. It is also
the venue for meetings of various
committees and sub-committees
attached to these offices. Impor-
tant foreign dignitaries on offi-
cial visits to Thailand, pay cour-
tesy calls on the prime minister a
nd deputy prime ministers at
Government House.

State ceremonies such as the
state receptions to celebrate of His
Majesty the King's birthday are
held at Government House. The
grounds, together with some of the
buildings, are used to receive
government officials and the
general public, attending meet-
ings, seminars, exhibitions and
award presentation ceremonies
held by the public and private
sectors.

Also of importance is the
historical background of Govern-
ment House, along with the
splendid architectural details
found in some of the buildings
constructed prior to establishment
and which continue to win the
admiration of both Thais and
foreigners to this day.

Introduction
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Historical Background
Prior to becoming Government
House, the area within the
boundaries of these walls known
as Ban Norasingh or Villa
Norasingh. The owner of this
house was General Admiral Chao
Phraya Ram Raghop (Mom Luang
Fua Phungbun), a distinguished
government official during the
reign of King Vajiravudh, Rama
VI. Among the important posts
he held are Regent, Royal Page,
Privy Councillor, Vice President
of the (now defunct) Sua Pa
Organization (Wild Tigers Corps),
Army General, and Navy Admiral.
He was greatly favoured by King
Vajiravudh who kept him as his
close aide and appointed him
Head of the Royal Chambers.
He also dined at the royal table
every lunch and dinner throughout
the entire Sixth Reign and
accompanied the king alone on
occasion.

Villa Norasingh is situated
on a piece of land measuring
27.345 rai (approx. 11 acres) in
Dusit Sub-district, Dusit District,
Bangkok. The land was bestowed
on the courtier by King Vajiravudh
together with the necessary
funds for the construction and
decoration of the residence.

The Name Norasingh There
is no clear evidence showing
whether the residence was named
by King Vajiravudh or by the
owner himself. Norasingh,
however, was the god Vishnu
incarnate who subjugated a fierce
demon known as Hiranyakasipu.
Norasingh had the head of a lion
and the body of a human. The
fingernails, which resembled lion

w5:mwamﬁaw5:mrggm§7
agia m‘ﬁmyﬂyﬁ'yﬂmzsﬁaﬂ’?

King Vajiravudh, Rama VI,
and members of the Wild Tiger
Corps

Walan walssian (TIwsze

TIUTIVH (y.ﬂ.;ﬁ]"a ﬁdyzy)

General Admiral Chao Phraya

Ram Raghop (Mom Luang Fua
Phungbun)



fo “Asman@y” lapdideaniu
IR Lwiwsmsmmﬂumgwﬁ Wdufi
dansindwnraduded 16w
01754 (T1wazidoalusagluida
T EAULY WIETITAWHE Y
WIS AININE hT18E/172)

wAlAY ThuusRaw Lﬂﬂﬁgﬂﬁvu
IEEANGHIR éiv‘aaguiu%mmamwnjw
wih@ninogih ﬁagﬁugﬂﬁumﬁaﬁ
sududyaneatvasiuwliddagud
”Ls\immi']“lﬁl,ﬂﬁ'auﬁw‘lﬂa%i N

'

fila

Yiileuigua wasend
L InNIS AR 1A N TINM TN T
FNNHANTTUTZNANIZUTNIT -
Tasnislusamnany Ilgwszsns-
Uy wasyragnTlnasasuiuiu
AT WA oo 1HaTud
ool U WA o LL|§3 ia
11 AMENITUNITIHYINAIUU
HueaBmisie uiinvasnmns
Spuuailuiudaaniniilsznne
wizusnITladnsldsainany T
ldwszrdunasonan uasld

fae1ul we Aoy s

gonUwidinwonIzunaIaiue
smduduan somiufiissnms
VOINATNTINNNTIGYT 08
wizfinsatuaauiny  deldiin
FAUNUIN] 368 VUZIW Wiz~
pwlulnsalildsen (dau nazis)
WusemuamenIsunisnuesy-
03 Wiz maaInTzlninaE -
agii Sonefl o wiznTnuss-
ysuygy IWiufl oo Sunau wa.
weod niudsaslinzoalu-
Unsoifidmaen (unwioniguued
mm%’gﬁ‘mﬁm‘,aﬁuﬁ?u a0 ufl
JHUASITNITVOIUIENTINUAT
z‘]’amag}iﬁm:ﬁmf\aaﬁfucﬂﬁmﬂu@nu
Lo

AANWRLNWIZETWARWAWEV-
w1 (wad wialodu) (Duwion
fguuad (Watuil we fguwiou
WA o FUAUGTETITN
vasmunigunadlaoullag o
ihgandu iwnziathianiugn
%Lﬂﬁmmmmmsﬂﬂmaeﬁmﬁ G
ArnnuluaeuuaniSoni “Joth-

saMIW’ 19 “§rknwignigana’
wihaniw” 19 uddaan Sonh
“drmnunanigauaidthsanin
Foidn asuflvady sowwa 1.
WYAIIATIY Huwenizuuetide
SUfl ob TUIAN WA bede
sinwonigame’ ddowlley
ﬁi’aamq%mu ‘%dﬂ%ﬂﬂﬁ‘] AU
ﬂ’rgﬁnj"mfmaa

T WA weee TERINIFRInTIY
AWENB UL T rﬁﬂu"l@“ﬁmimiﬁn
sadendolifvatnunsged du
Wiwifanumony  tRardly
aﬂmgﬂcﬁﬂuﬂizﬁmszmﬂm 1%
anudnnglunadanndt budau
U WA, meee Walan walle
lan LIINIZNTINTINA L9108
runsiavi ladniaFaiisTaunai
ANINTTNTHNITORY Aa wiul3d
WHUEIA LWL WUTRIN LALA
FFUIAlUINAT o AULIN LW
wiwinlwglafingiusuazifodn
1N79NHIF NTENTNTAEY
Ufias udfiai@annuonou w.e.



claws, were used as his weapon.
(For details see Lilit Narai Sip
Pang [A Treatise on the Ten
Incarnations of Vishnu| by King
Vajiravudh).

Formerly a full-figure statue
of Norasingh graced the yard of
Villa Norasingh. This statue, which
was a symbol of the house, is no
longer there, however, and its
present whereabouts are unknown.

Government House A
People's Committee was estab-
lished on June 27, 1932 as an
Executive Committee in accor-
dance with the Royal Command
to enforce an interim constitution
of Siam of 1932. The People's
Committee became the Council of
Ministers on the day following
the Royal Command. The 28th
June is thus upheld as the estab-
lishment day of the Prime
Minister's Office. The work of the
People's Committee was con-
ducted at the Ananda Samagom
Throne Hall which was also used
as the House of Representatives.
At that time, Phraya Manopakorn
Nitithada (Kon Hutasinha) chaired
the People's Committee. When
King Prajadhipok, King Rama VII,

promulgated a constitution on
December 10, 1932 and appointed
Phraya Manopakorn Nitithada
as Prime Minister under the new
constitution, the his place of work
continued to remain at the Ananda

Samagom Throne Hall.

On June 21, 1933, General
Phraya Bahol Balabayuha Sena
(Phot Bahalayodhin) assumed the
premiership. The Prime Minister's
Office was moved to Paruskavan
Palace which had already been
seized by the people who were
responsible for bringing political
changes to the country. Further-
more, it was the residence of
General Phraya Bahol Balabayuha
Sena. Initially, the office was
alternately known as Paruskavan
Palace and the Prime Minister's
Office, Paruskavan Palace. Later,
however, it was known only by the
latter name. When Field Marshal
P. Pibulsonggram became Prime
Minister on December 16, 1938,
the Prime Minister's Office was
relocated to Suan Kularb Palace
which was near Paruskavan
Palace. ‘

In 1941, during the Great
East Asian War, the Japanese,

who appreciated the beauty of
Villa Norasingh, discussed the
possibility of purchasing the
premises for use as the official
Japanese Embassy in Thailand.
However, in March, 1941, General
Admiral Chao Phraya Ram
Raghop, the owner of Villa
Norasingh wrote to the Minister
of Finance, Dr. Pridi Banomyong,
proposing that the government
purchase the house for the sum
of 2 million baht because he
considered its size to be above
his status and the upkeep too
high. At first the Ministry of
Finance declined the offer, but
in September of the same year,
Prime Minister Field Marshal P.
Pibulsonggram, felt it appropriate
that the government purchase
the premises at an agreed price
of 1 million baht for use in
receiving guests of state. King
Ananda Mahidol, Rama VIII's
regents, namely His Royal High-
ness Prince Aditya Dibabha and
General Chao Phraya Bijayendra
Yodhin (Um Bijayendra Yodhin),
ordered the Ministry of Finance to
make payment from the Crown
Property Bureau and placed Villa
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Norasingh under the care of the
Prime Minister's Office with
instructions that as from 1941
onwards the premises be used for
receiving guests of state and as
the site of Government House.
Consequently, Villa Nora-
singh became known as Thamniap
Samakkhi Chai* and Thamniap

. Ratthaban (Government House)
. respectively. The Prime Minister's

Office moved from Suan Kularb
Palace to these new premises.
On November 29, 1963, the

~ Cabinet approved the purchase of
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The June 24 group of buildings which constituted the Prime Minister's
Office during the premiership of Field Marshal P Pibul-songgram.
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- Government House and entered

into a contract with the Crown
Property Bureau at a price of
Baht 17,780,802.36 (seventeen
million seven hundred and eighty
thousand eight hundred and two
baht thirty-six satang). This price
was reached by adding to the
original purchase price the cost
of repair and maintenance and
multiplying it by 15 then reducing
it by 20% in accordance with
government regulations at the
time. The title deed was transfetred
at the Bangkok Land Office on
October 1, 1969.

Having recounted the
importance and historical back-
ground of Government House,
we shall now introduce the reader
to its actual grounds.

* Samakkhi Chai : Victory of Unity



AANTUBBNUATAR NS
vulougunadsmumnuuion
Wnladnyg o drude dufiaas-
Tuoan drufiainila auneald
Lazeufianz Tnandaiuuiom
faumIans lsaSoumsiauwss-
a0UNIY (1AN) wnuadlaiin
TR A nAY s p e
vuitouy waspndalias i
AouaaaarasL

%

Gt o el =3 Qo

TINIRSMUTARNZIaaN
E=1 a = =l =
umuwanaunin Jdssgundn
LD ATIRIARIDNANNAUNUAIDAT
fmsurhuith-een 1d o Uizg lan
ﬂs:gnawﬁuduﬂw%a “PLTheI L -

TImMuwWImsiaasiuaan (diu

ni) fAvszgnaty Juauieds
“URYUTFLIR”
The middle gate of the East

(front) wall bears the sign "Govern-
ment House" in Thai.

Surrounding area and
walls. Government House used
to have three visible walls on the
eastern, northern and southern
sides. The remaining western side,
which connects with the former
Chulachomklao Royal Military
Academy, is not visible because
the entire length is practically
obscured by a series of buildings.

The East Wall. This is made
of concrete and is fitted with 3
wrought iron gates beautifully
designed to harmonize with the
building. The upper part of the wall
on either side of the middle gate
carries a sign bearing the words
Thamniap Ratthaban (Govern-
ment House). The wall, which is
at the front of Government House,
faces Nakhon Pathom Road which
parallels Prem Prachakon Canal.
It is a concrete road and is used
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The emblem showing ua
celestial being bearing a sword
of state, the personal crest of
General Admiral Chao Phraya
Ram Raghop.
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Nakhon Pathom Road runs
in front of Government House,

parallel with Prem Prachakon
Canal.
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as the parking area for people
who visit Government House on
business.

In former times, there was a
large pavilion to the front of Villa
Norasingh that served as a rest
house and reception area. Nakhon
Pathom Road, which passes in
front of the gate, was made of
gravel and was lined on both sides
with tamarind trees. A beautifully
constructed glass pavilion used as
a landing pier stood on the bank of
Prem Prachakon Canal opposite
the present-day Kraison or Thai
Khu Fa Building. Each column of
the wall was adorned with an
emblem showing a celestial being
bearing a sword of state. This
emblem was used by General
Admiral Chao Phraya Ram
Raghop as his personal crest

because, in his capacity as Royal
Page, it was his duty to bear the
Sword of State during the corona-
tion ceremony of King Vajiravudh.
As he was of royal descent, he
was permitted to use an image of a
celestial being bearing a sword of
state as his crest. If he had been a
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1-2. The South Wall parallels Phadung Krung Kasem Canal during
the Thamniap Samakkhi Chai period.
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3. Nowadays, the Sarathun
building has been replaced by
the new Command building.

commoner, he would have had to
use an image of a young man
instead of a celestial being. When
Villa Norasingh became Govern-
ment House the emblems attached
to the columns were replaced with
images of heraldic lions (rajasi)
and mythological lions with the
trunk of an elephant (khotchasi)
which represent the seal of the
prime minister and serve to guard
the constitution through this gate.

The South Wall. This wall,
also made of concrete, faces Luk
Luang Road, which was made of
gravel, and runs parallel with
Phadung Krung Kasem Canal.
There are four gates along this
wall but nowadays only one is
used, namely the third gate near
the present-day Secretariat of the
Cabinet building.

During Villa Norasingh days,
there was a small gate in the

* Phloi Noppakhao = nine gems

southeastern corner of the wall
to the rear of the building known
as Phloi Nopphakhao*. About
half a wall's length from this gate
was a larger gate which provided
access to Villa Norasingh from the
south. On entering this gate, one
would have come across Sarathun
building before anything else.
Outside the wall, directly facing
the gate, stood another landing
pier on the bank of Phadung Krung
Kasem Canal which resembled
the eastern landing pier in all its
splendour. Nowadays, the large
and small gates are closed and no
longer in use. The only gate in
current use is the newly renovated
gate near the present-day Secre-
tariat of the Cabinet building. The
entire length of Luk Luang Road
extending to Makkhawan Rangsan
Bridge, which was formerly a
gravel road, has been transformed
into a concrete road.
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The North Wall faces

the Office of the Civil Service
Comumnission.
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The North Wall. Like the
two walls already mentioned, this
wall is also made of concrete and
has two gates. The first gate is
opposite the Office of the Civil
Service Commission (OCSC)
while the second gate is opposite
the Office of the Commission of
Counter Corruption (OCCC).

Formerly a pavement skirted
the outer wall on this side of Villa
Norasingh. There was a canal with
tram tracks paralleling the canal
on the Phitsanulok Road side.
At the end of the wall, where it
adjoins the former Chulachomklao
Royal Military Academy, is a small
gate which can still be seen today.

The West Wall. The wall

runs along the edge of a natural
moat that separates Government
House and the former Chula
chomklao Royal Military Aca-
demy. Originally, the moat was
much wider and deeper than it is
today and was formerly used as a
training pool for the Academy's
cadets. At present, it is quite
shallow and silted up, however.
The wall is on the side of
Government House.
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This royal pavilion was erecied in front of the Thai Khu Fa building
by the government for state functions held on the occasion of His Majesty
the King's 60th birth anniversary and to celebrate His Majesty's being the
longest reigning monarch in Thai history.



Grounds and Garden in front
of the
Thai Khu Fa* Building

On passing through the
front gate on the eastern side of
Government House, visitors are
greeted by a large lush green
circular lawn which fills the area

' in front of the Thai Khu Fa build-
ing. A concrete road skirts the
southern and northern sides of the
garden while the stairway leading
into the Thai Khu Fa building is on
the western side. On both sides of
the stairway are flower beds
planted with a colourful variety of
flowers. Ornamental lamp-posts
serve a dual purpose of decorating
the garden and illuminating the
grounds in the evening hours.
Several ancient cannons mounted
on stands are placed in various
positions at the edge of the garden.

2 £

Tulngiadnlumm svagamuvevauiumgh midning

Ancient cannons adorn the edge of the garden in front
of the Thai Khu Fa Building.

* Thai Khu Fa : Thai partners the skies
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1,2,3 The Thai Khu Fa Building on
the occasion of a garden party, June 14,
1996.
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4. His Majesty the King accompanied
by Her Majesty the Queen and member of the
Royal Family proceed to the Royal Pavillion
in front of the Thai Khu Fa Building 1o join
the Garden Party celebrating the fifticth
Anniversary of His Majesty’s Accession o
the Throne, June 14, 1996.

The layout of the garden
together with its landscaping
help to accentuate the beauty of
the Thai Khu Fa building, rising
majestically in the background
and give it prominence in the
midst of the buildings standing to
the rear and on either side. On
special occasions such as state
receptions to mark His Majesty
the King's birth anniversary and to
welcome visiting Heads of State,

which are always attended by
large numbers of dignitaries, the
gardens and the surrounding area
are brilliantly decorated with
myriads of tiny lights.
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The spirit house is sited near the exit gate in the east wall.

Spirit House

The spirit house was for-
merly set up in the northeastern
corner of the compound but was
later relocated to its present site
near the exit gate in the east wall.
The area has been landscaped into
a small flower garden, raised
slightly higher than the concrete
pavement which passes in front.
The original site of the
spirit house has now become part
of the Government House police
security force whose office is
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located inside the north wall
extending from the gate opposite
the Office of the Civil Service
Commission.

The present location of
the spirit house was the former
residence of the night watchmen
responsible for security at Villa
Norasingh. After Villa Norasingh
became Government House, the
spirit house was relocated to this
site.
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The Thai Khu Fa Building
(Kraison Building)

The majestic Thai Khu Fa
building presents some of the
finest examples of architectural
and interior decoration styles
found in Thailand. It is fitting that
this invaluable cultural heritage
be preserved in its original form.

The architectural style
portrayed in this building is
Venetian Gothic as can be seen in
the artistic decoration, the door
and window arches, the interior
and exterior walls, the dome, the
supporting columns, and the
cornices, all of which are modelled
on Venice’s Ca’d’Oro.




B9

innegin (dnlnass) anwoisnd-

tTasnssuiuuyuiiiFauwlnga (Venetian
Gothic)

o1 ud i fiasuasena il
AREIADUTALTY & @1% AAUAU
Vil (ﬁ@?uvuﬁz»?uﬁaaﬂﬁm m 6%
IWTIEd iR aan i dunun
Awnslan) annliindsldiansus
goilasnTsuniidoulnge Wl
Augna1Inasi #adusnfeany
wianzauiuageb
anensiAsREaulsznay
Fauuvagreunantaluiiad
339 wann latdunisoniaswan
wanwald (JuiApenisindn

Usenauwhe Iundsznauns
Wuaneslng dus:lomiltzasla
AU NI ERUFEIAARaIN WL
ARG
i g A oae L 5
an'lnogih WluTaAaawlnal
Tugdon seuns 1. Nysssnnu
& o = A e g
uuniguuay iwnsiliasalu



This style could have been
chosen because, like the city of
Venice, the site of the building was
surrounded on all four sides by
canals. (At present the canals
are evident on three sides only
because the northern canal had
been filled in for the construction
of Phitsanulok Road.) It is most
fitting then that the architect
incorporated the Venetian Gothic
architectural style in the design of
this building.

Even though some of the
architectural components are
modelled on those found at the

Venetian palace, the entire build-
ing cannot be considered a
reproduction.The replicated com-
ponents have been harmoniously
incorporated in the structure of
the new building.

The name Thai Khu Fa was
given to the building during the
administration of Prime Minister
Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram.

The Venetian Gothic style of the Thai
Khu Fa building (Kraison Building)
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Originally, during the days
of Villa Norasingh, it was
known as the Kraison Build-
ing. It is likely that the owner
of the house chose to use the
personal name of Phra Chao
Barommawongse Ther Krom
Luang Rak Ronnaret -
H.R.H. Prince Kraison - who
was the founder of the
Phungbun na Ayudhya line.
When the Thai Khu Fa
building was first taken over
by the government, construc-
tion had not been completed
according to architectural
plans. Sufficient work had
been done, however, for the
building to be put into use.

Some of the architectural details

are presented below.

When King Chulalongkorn,
Rama V, ordered construction of
the Ananda Samagom Throne
Hall in Dusit Palace in 1898 A.D.,
several foreign experts, most of
whom were Italian, were invited
to assist. Among them were
engineers: Mr. Carlo Allegri and
Mr. Giovanni Gollo; architects:
Mr. Annibale Rigotti and Mr.
Mario Tamagno; and a painter,
Mr. Carlo Rigoli. King Chula-
longkorn passed away before
construction was completed,
however, and King Vajiravudh,
ordered that construction be
continued until it was completed

B

in the year 1915. It was during
the construction of the Ananda
Samagom Throne Hall that King
Vajiravudh bestowed funds on
General Admiral Chao Phraya
Ram Raghop for the construction
of Villa Norasingh. The Italian
team engaged in the construction
of the Ananda Samagom Throne
Hall were commissioned to design
and construct the residence.
Construction had not been com-
pleted, however, in particular of
the Kraison Building (Thai Khu Fa
Building), when King Vajiravudh
passed away and, the Italian
experts had to return to their own
country. When Field Marshal P.
Pibulsonggram became Prime
Minister, he relocated the Prime
Minister’s Office to these pre-
mises for reasons already men-
tioned. He then assigned Professor
Silpa Bhirasri (formerly Corrado
Feroci), a Florentine working
with the Department of Fine Arts,
to head a team of students from
the Crafts Department of the
School of Fine Arts (later raised
in status to the University of Fine
Artswith support from Field Mar-
shal P. Pibulsonggram and with
Professor Silpa Bhirasri as the
first Rector) to complete the
construction work and continue
with the decoration until work
was finished and the building
completed as we see it today.
Professor Silpa Bhirasri was
employed by the Department of
Fine Arts in the capacity of expert
who had been selected by the
Italian Government out of 200
applicants. It was King Vajiravudh’s
wish to have a master sculptor
producing works of art in Thailand.
Works created by Professor Silpa
Bhirasri brought great delight to
his royal patron. Today fine paint-
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ings and sculptures created by
Professor Silpa Bhirasri can be
found throughout Thailand.

Even though construction
of the Thai Khu Fa building was
not completed while it was part
of Villa Norasingh, the owner
occasionally used part of the
building for temporary living
quarters. The premises and sur-
roundings were used for special
functions such as receptions and
celebrations held to mark impor-
tant occasions. In particular, the
front hall on the ground floor
before the stairway leading to
the upper floor was used to stage
theatrical productions such as
The Marriage of Phra Samut,
and Khun Chang-Khun Phaen,
the stairway in the background
being part of the set. If the cast and
the audience numbered many, the
lawn area in front of the building
was also used.

Information on the construc-
tion of the Thai Khu Fa building
has been sufficiently given, so
details of its exterior and interior
will now be described.
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The Thai Khu Fa building is
a two-storey building. Additions
have been made to the upper level
at the southern corner, however,
giving it the appearance of a
three-storey building. There are
neither window panels nor a roof
on the third storey, however. These
additions have been made to
create a balance with the northern
corner which is capped with a
domed roof, that is higher than the
rest of the building, as dictated by

the architectural conventions of the

period.

On the western side is a
stairway that rises from the
exterior of the building with an
extension that was later added to
the outside of the building.

For the exterior of the build-

ing, specially washed stones were
used to create porous effects on
the walls and cornices. Some
parts of the walls have been
painted to resemble the rose
coloured marble wall of the
Ca’d’Oro in Venice. This has been
quite tastefully done, and has
managed to achieve a harmonious
effect.
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The floor plan of the build-
ing is in a horse-shoe shape with
rooms on both sides connected by
a large stairway set in the centre
beneath a dome- shaped ceiling.

The lower level is raised
1.75 metres above the ground.
In the centre of the front facade
is a porch covering the driveway
that is part of the road skirting the
front circular lawn. This road
gradually inclines to 1.25 metres
above ground level. (This means
that after getting out of the car, you
have to climb up 50 centimetres
or three steps to enter the building.)

From the covered driveway
there is a stairway of seven steps
leading to the circular lawn. The
stairway enhances the beauty of the
building and guests can use it to
reach the garden during functions
without having to walk around
along the roadway.
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Decorations on window and door
arches, domes, column heads, and cornices
have been modelled on those of Venice's
Ca'd'Oro, a waterfront palace.

A decorative cornice in-
scribed with the crest of the Prime
Minister’s Office adorns the top
of the building at the edge of the
roof. This design is based on the
cornice adorning the Ca’d’Oro
in Venice.

The window and door
frames on the lower level are
arched stucco mouldings deco-
rated in Gothic style while those
on the upper level are fitted with
rounded columns decorated with
more elaborate Gothic designs.
These designs are a reproduction
of those found on the windows of
the Ca’d’Oro in Venice

The front, side and rear
windows and doors on the lower
level have been designed in the
lancet arch style standing on flat
column heads with a lattice
patterned balustrade below. The
upper windows are also in the
lancet arch style set on circular
columns. Above the arches are
flower patterned clerestories set
in square frames. Below are sec-
tions of balustrade that match the
arches above.
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A circular wing projects from
the northeastern corner wall. Its con-
crete dome roof is decorated in gold
mosaic.

mes

The architects have added
porticos to the comers and parfs
of the building at the front to give
the building more life and beauty.

For example, a circular wing
projects from the wall of the
building at the northeastern
comer. The windows and doors
of this wing follow the same
pattern except that they are more
elaborately decorated. Stucco
mouldings adorn the area between
the windows on the lower level
while the windows on the upper
level have their pointed frame
decorated. The top of this circular
wing is capped by a concrete
dome in gold mosaic.

At the central entrance the
cornice has been elevated and a
window with verandah has been
added to each side. An extended
parking bay stands on each side of
the windows with a curved bend
and a sharp bend indicating the
entrance.

A square angle tower which
stands as tall as a three-storey
building protrudes slightly from
the wall at the northwestern
comer. There are no frame or roof
covering the recess on the third
floor and it is believed that it was
deliberately left open to create a
balance with the dome at the
northeastern comer in accordance
with Gothic art theory since the
tower serves no other practical
purpose. A small octagonal flag-
staff can be seen on the top of this
square tower. The uppermost part
of the octagonal flagstaff is
tastefully capped with a tapering
stucco cornice which supports
the flagpole.

Instead of leaving the north-
western comer at a right angle as
with the rest of the building the
architects have rounded off the
corner and replaced it with a
window niche thus creating a
small covered portico set against
the wall which helps relieve the
monotony somewhat.
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All window and door
frames are elaborately deco-
rated in the Gothic style.
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The exterior of the two-storey Thai Khu
Fa building is made up of washed stones that

create delicate porous effects on the walls and
stucco mouldings.
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The square tower on the northwestern
corner is as high as a three-storey building.
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The uppermost part of the octagonal
flagstaff is topped with a tapering stucco cornice
that supports the flagpole.
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An external stairway on
the west side.
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The crest of the
Prime Minister's Office
is positioned on top of
the door with a lancer
arch, leading to the
room with a flattened
dome-shaped roof.

On the western side of the
building is a small spiral stairway
covered by an octagonal outer
wall and a flattened dome-shaped
roof. There is an entrance door
at the lower level indicating the
service entrance to the building at
ground level. The upper windows
are in lancet arch style decorated
on both sides with spiral columns
and fitted above with flower-
patterned clerestories.

Instead of leaving the end of
the southwestern wall flat, the
architect has curved it to parallel
the inner curved wall of the Ivory
Room. (Each wall forms one part
of the 12 angles.)

To the south is a small
entrance lobby similar in style to
the spiral stairway on the
western wall. It has a flattened
dome-shaped roof with windows
on the upper level and decorative
ornamentation. The only difference
is that entrance is made at ground
level through an external staircase.
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, The roof of the Thai Khu Fa building is
covered with square-shaped brick-coloured
tiles.

The roof of the Thai Khu
Fa building is covered with
square-shaped tiles the colour
of brick. The cornice is decorated
with alternating high and low
plaques bearing the crest of the
Prime Minister’s Office in stucco
bas relief. This style is typical
of Venetian Gothic architecture.
At the front cornice is a pedestal
on which stands an image of
Brahma measuring about 24
inches across. A small wall in
classic style stands in front of the
pedestal. The image of Brahma
has four faces and four arms.
Field Marshal Srisdi Dhanarajata,
while serving as Prime Minister
(1959-1963), commissioned the
Department of Fine Arts to cast
the bronze image. It was placed
on the pedestal on Sunday, 26,
April, 1964, during the premier-
ship of Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikhacharm. The shrine was
later restored and raised to a
higher elevation during a recent
overall renovation of the Thai Khu
Fa building. The celebration of
the shrine was held on February
13, 1997 at the auspicious time of
9.09 hrs.
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A wypical Venetian Gothic style may be
observed in this stucco decoration of the cornice
in the form of alternating high and low plaques
bearing the crest of the Prime Minister’s Office.
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The rooster head decorations are found all over the building
underneath the windows, at the end of the rainwater drains and of
the balcony’s supporting beams.

Before we move on to
the interior of the Thai Khu Fa
building, there is one more thing
that is worth noting about the
exterior decorations. During a tour
of the outside of the building we
cannot fail to notice a multitude

e

of sculptures of rooster heads.
Some of these sculptures present
only the head while others the
torso. These sculptures appear
beneath each window frame and
seem to be supporting the win-
dows. They can also be found at
the end of each drain which
carries rain water from the roof
of the building to the ground
below. Even the supporting beams
of the balcony are decorated with
these rooster heads. It is said that
Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram
ordered them made during
renovations of the Thai Khu Fa
building because he was born in
the Year of the Rooster. However,
many former residents of Villa
Norasingh attest that these
rooster heads are not new
because Khunying Prachuab,
wife of the former owner, was born
in the Year of the Rooster
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Marble sculptures on stairways
enhance the beauty of the building.
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The entire floor of the
lower storey is made of
marble. The marble stair-
ways are covered by a red
carpet with intricately
patterned borders.
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Having completed a
tour of the exterior of the
Thai Khu Fa building, we
shall now admire the beauty
that awaits us inside. The
entire floor of the lower
storey is made of marble. In
the centre is a large recep-
tion hall with marble stair-
cases on both sides which
wind their way to the second
floor. Walking to the left, visi-
tors can see an antique show-
case displaying priceless
pieces of antique chinaware.
Beyond the showcase is an
antechamber for guests of
the prime minister known as
the Golden Dome Room. It
is used by guests as a rest

arca before entering the Ivory
Room which is to the right
of this room. The ceiling of
the Golden Dome Room is
curved and decorated with
motifs in a variety of colours.
This room forms the lower
floor of the southern tower
of the Thai Khu Fa building
already mentioned.
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The ceiling of the Golden Dome Room is
curved and decorated with motifs in a variety
of colours.
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The interior of the Golden
Dome Room.
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The official reception
room for guests of the prime
minister is known as the Ivory
Room. It is a long, rectangular
room which has been divided
into two sections. The first sec-
tion is used as a reception area
where visiting dignitaries and
political leaders are welcomed
on arrival and where the visitors’
book is signed. An painting
depicting the battle on elephant
back between King Naresuan the
Great and Phra Maha Uparacha
at Don Chedi adorns the northern
wall. A portrait of King Bhumibol
Adulyadej, Rama IX, standing in
full regal robes, holding a sword
in both hands, adorns the wall
directly to the front. The painting
has a beautiful gilded frame and
is hung in a prominent position.
This portrait was painted by Mrs.
Pranee Nimsamoe, government
official and renowned artist of
the Department of Fine Arts. The
southern wall of this room is
hung with a painting depicting
the heroic battle at Bang Rachan.
A painting of an ancient walled
city complete with turrets hangs
on the northern wall. This room is
used to formally welcome guests
of the prime minister, and to hold
ceremonies to bestow royal
decorations on distinguished
foreigners.
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The Ivory Room is used to formally welcome guests
of the prime minister and to hold ceremonies to bestow
roval decorations on distinguished foreigners.
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The front section of the Ivory Room.
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(upper) The painting on the
northern wall of the Ivory Room depicts
the battle on elephant back between
King Naresuan the Great and Phra Maha
Uparacha at Don Chedi.

(lower left and right) A corner of the
Ivory Room.
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Mortifs on the ceiling
of the Ivory room.
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A view from the front section of the Ivory Room focuses on the oil portrait of His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyadej,
Rama IX.







WE:yiygﬂgﬂﬂuﬁ'u%w”u WIELI -
sudanszidagiairniadedu nav
!,ﬂ%ﬁ)dui&lfﬂﬁﬂﬂ?fgﬁﬂ?ﬂimrﬂ?‘:?’IUUEI‘H
wazhadnsswszugsain aglunsaylal
unzgantanasandawanun 1alee
wisd fiaua

The oil portrait painted by Mrs.
Pranee Nimsamoe of His Majesty the
King standing in full regal robes with a
sword in both hands. Its frame is made
of gilded carved wood.
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A painting in oil depicis
an ancient walled city with
gates and turrets.
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Another painting in oil hangs on the

southern wall and depicts the heroic battle at
Bang Rachan.
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Splendid motifs on the
ceiling outside the Ivory Room.
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The showcase of antiques
stands in the corridor leading to
the Ivory Room.
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To the right on the ground floor is a
reception room known as the Purple Room.
Part of this room has a dome beautifully
decorated with painted motifs. Both of these
rooms are used to receive guests of the
prime minister, the deputy prime ministers
and ministers to the Prime Minister’s Office.
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The Purple Room is on the right of the building
where guests of the prime minister, the deputy
prime ministers, and the ministers to the Prime
Minister’s Office are received.
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(upper) Motifs on the ceiling
near the windows of the Purple
Room.

(lower) Antique pieces deco-
rate the interior of the Purple Room.
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The dome-shaped ceiling
in the inner section of the Purple
Room is decorated with stained

glass.
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To the west of the Purple Room is a large meeting
room known as the Green Meeting Room. This room
was originally used to hold receptions for state guests.
At present it is used for meetings of committees presided
over by the prime minister, the deputy prime ministers
and ministers to the Prime Minister’s Office. Next to
the Green Room is the lower-floor gallery which has a
spiral stairway leading to the roof. There is also a small
stairway leading out of the Thai Khu Fa building.
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The gallery outside
the Green Meeting Room to
the rear of the Thai Khu Fa
building.
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Ornate motifs on
the Venetian Gothic
style ceiling.
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Motifs on the ceiling over the entrance to the Thai Khu
Fa building.
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The imposing marble stair-
way branches off on either side.

Q00

The marble stairway leading
to the upper floor branches off into
two sections. The rooms to the right
are used as the office of the prime
minister and his staff while to the left
is the prime minister’s dining room
and while another section is used for
offices of political appointees. The in-
terior architecture and decoration dis-
play the same Gothic styles
presented on the lower floor. Each
marble column and all of the
splendid walls are elaborately
decorated with cornices and finely
executed sculptures.

The motifs and colours
decorating the ceilings differ from
room to room and the colours still
retains their original shades and
hues. It is fitting that these original
styles and motifs be preserved as a
unique sample of interior decora-
tion.
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A view of the upper
floor from the lower stair-
way.
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Both the architectural and
interior decoration styles of the upper

storey are as splendid as those of
the lower storey.



Q
G
G



Q66

Marble and bronze sculpitures
~ » decorate the upper siorey of the
YIsGuINTTURUAAUUNZRANUSE  Thai Khu Fa building.
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The motifs on the ceiling of
the upper storey of the Thai Khu Fa
building retain their original bright
colours despite the fact that over 70
years have passed since they were
first executed.
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A sculpture on the upper gallery provides a
focal point for this view of the dome-shaped ceiling.
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Different views of the dome-shaped ceiling from
various angles on the upper siorey.
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Some of the marble sculptures that decorate
the upper storey.
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Each marble column and all walls
are elaborately decorated with cornices,
constituting an architectural masterpiece.
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Motifs on the upper-storey ceiling.

principles of sculpture and paint-
ing were applied and work pro-
ceeded until completion. Their
work has been highly praised
and is regarded as one of the
finest examples of architecture
in Thailand.
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Constructed at the same
time as the Thai Khu Fa building,
the Nari Samoson building has a
single storey. Located to the rear
of the Thai Khu Fa building, it
stands at the upper end of the
moat where it veers to the south.
This moat has been given the
name the Water-lily Pond after
the red water-lilies which grow
there. The architectural style of the
building is western and for the
most part retains its original
condition. Only minor changes
have been made. Originally, the
hall facing the water-lily pond was
used as a landing pier without any
wall. Later it was converted by
the Secretariat of the Prime
Minister into a press conference
room and offices of the govern-
ment spokesperson and his/her
deputies.

* Nari Samoson : the Ladies’s Club
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Nari Samoson building
before the renovation
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A rear portico of
the building.

The former owner, General
Admiral Chao Phraya Ram
Raghop named this building
Phra Khan building most likely
because, in his capacity as Royal
Page, it was his duty to bear the
Sword of State during the
Coronation of King Vajiravudh.
His late elder sister Thao Indra
Suriva (Mom Luang Chua
Phungbun) lay in state here. After
her royal sponsored cremation

j omm

at Wat Thepsirintharawat, the
building was used as a rest house
and changing room for actors.

During the premiership of
Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram,
its name was changed from Phra
Khan to Nari Samoson. The
building was given to Than
Phuying La-iad Pibulsonggram
to use for official meetings and
activities under her responsibility.
Later, during the premierships of
Field Marshal Srisdi Dhanarajata
and Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikhachorn, the building was
used for important administrative
work and its name was changed
to Tuek Borihan or administration
building. Nowadays, the building
is used as the Government Press
Office.
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This building is of the
same period as the Phungbun
building. Originally it was used
to contain a stairway providing
access to other buildings and
adjoined the southern side of the
Nari Samoson building. The con-
necting passage has now been
dismantled, however. The Phung-

* Saeng Athit ; sunlight

bun building, along with other
buildings comprising the same
group, were demolished to make
way for the construction of a new
administrative building. Part of the
dismantled connecting passage still
remains and is used as an awning
covering the entrance to the Post
and Telegraph Office.
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On the extreme left is
" the Saeng Athit building
formerly housing a stair-
way, with a connecting
passage to other buildings.
The Nari Samoson building
may be seen at the bottom
of the photograph.
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This three-storey building looks like
a tower from the exterior. The interior
contains a large spiral stairway leading
to the upper floor, at the end of which is a
door opening on fo a connecting bridge
which used to link up Phungbun building
and others. The connecting bridge has been
demolished, the remaining part of which
serves as an awning over the entrance to
the Post and Telegraph Office.

o % ) Coa =
ARNNEINT DI LI UEAITAN

4

Il

ARININ “AnuasaInad” AAua
Wuarovinufaiuafiad tNariu
HuunanasiFath e lesalszanan
[ J = = “a
Dunaueuaziglmaagynsz -
PIIRUTINGOYUURUTIRULE



il

The owner named this
building Saeng Athit probably
because he was born on a Sunday.
As Vice-President of the Wild
Tigers Corps he used his personal
standard which showed a picture
of a celestial being bearing the
sword of state set on a red back-
ground.
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This building is located
to the north of the Thai Khu Fa
building. It faces east and stands
in the same row as the Thai Khu
Fa building. It is a single storey
building raised about 1 metre off
the ground and comprises two
parallel wings at the rear which
are accessed by a connecting
arcade. Between these two wings
is a square-shaped marble yard
set with a fountain.

The eastern wing of this
building is called the outer wing
of the Santi Maitri building while
the western wing is known as the
inner wing of the Santi Maitri
building.

* Santi Maitri : peace (and) friendship
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A front view of the outer wing of
the Santi Maitri building.

The outer wing of the Santi
Maitri building was constructed
in 1954 during the premiership of
Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram.
Its architect was Mom Luang Pum
Malakul. The architectural and
decorative styles are based on the
Thai Khu Fa building. The build-
ing comprises one large reception
hall, one small reception hall, one
dressing room for actors and
musicians, and one audio-visual
control room behind the stage.
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The arcade that runs parallel
with the outer wing of the Santi Maitri
building.
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Stucco squares decorate (he

verandah of both wings of Santi Maiiri
building.
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Before the southern verandah
connects with the inner wing of the
Santi Maitri building, it links up with
the Thai Khu Fa building through
marble staircases and a covered
walkway.
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A standing lion
marble sculpture is
placed at the top of the

staircase that leads to
the Thai Khu Fa build-

ing.
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A Banquet hosted by the Government in honour of His Majesty the King at the outer wing of the Santi
Maitri Building on 14 June, 1996.
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Al the northern side of

the hall of the outer wing is
a sitage.
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In the middle of the marble
court vard that links between the
outer wing and the inner wing of

the Santi Maitri Building stands a
fountain.
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The ceiling of the hall of the outer wing.

The Santi Maitri building
is used for various government
functions such as welcoming
receptions for visiting foreign
dignitaries and the presentation
of royal decorations and awards
as well as for meetings and semi-
nars. It is also used as a reception
area for groups of people paying
courtesy calls on the prime mi-
nister such as school children,
students, government officials,
local officials, village headmen,
and others. As Prime Minister,
General Prem Tinsulanonda used
this building to meet members
of the media and give press
interviews.
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The small reception hall
(the Yellow Room) of the outer
wing.
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The inner wing of the Santi
Maitri building was constructed
during the premiership of Field
Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn.
The architect for the building was
Colonel Chira Silpakanok. As
the rooms in the Thai Khu Fa
building were too small for large
receptions, the inner wing of
the Santi Maitri building was
constructed following the archi-
tectural design and decorative
styles of the Thai Khu Fa build-

ing.

The large hall of the inner
wing of the Santi Maitri building
is used for receptions during
meetings, seminars, and the
presentation of decorations and
awards. The prime minister also
uses this room together with the
outer wing of the Santi Maitri
building to meet members of the
media and give press interviews.
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To the south of the hall is a
room used for welcoming guests,
known as the Blue Reception
Room after the mostly blue
decorative motifs which adorn the
ceiling. Three oil paintings adorn
the walls of this room. One paint-
ing shows a set of five musical
instruments, another the head of
a mythological being, and the
other a mirror. These paintings
are the works of Chakrabhand
Poshayakrit, one of Thailand’s
most talented and best known
artists. They were created under
the initiative of Than Phuying
Mom Luang Nualpong Sena-
narong at the time when she held
a senior position, responsible for
the facilities of Government
House.
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Doors and columns in
front of the small reception
room (Blue Reception Room)
of the inner wing of Santi
Maitri building are deco-
rated with elaborate stucco
mouldings.
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Interior of the Blue
Reception Room.
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This is a five-storey concrete
building situated within the com-
pound of Government House
where the east wall meets the
south wall. The building, which is
in contemporary style, was de-
signed by Mr. Duang Yossundara.
The angular shape of building
follows the line of the connecting
walls and preserves the style of
the original structure, namely the
former wooden Phloi Nopphakhao
building that followed the line of
the meeting walls.

This Banchakan or Com-
mand building was constructed
by Field Marshal Srisdi Dhana-
rajata’s order during his premier-
ship to replace the former Phloi
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The (former) Command Building.

Nopphakhao building as he felt
that the wooden building was not
suitable for use as an office. At the
same time, there was a steady in-
crease in the number of agencies
at Government House resulting

in a need for more office space.
Once construction had been
completed, the building was used
as the Prime Minister’s Office.

The building was given
the name Banchakan because the
then Prime Minister used it as
his own office where commands,
and directives were signed by
the Prime Minister. The words
“Banchakan Building” can still
be seen today, written in Thai
letters on the western wall of the
building.

The building used to
house the Secretariat of the Prime
Minister (ground and first floors)
and the Office of the National
Security Council (second to fourth
floors)

In the days of Villa Nora-
singh, the area presently occupied
by the former Banchakan build-
ing was the site of the Phloi
Nopphakhao building and the
Phran building. These buildings
were used to accommodate
people as the owner saw fit. It is
likely that the building was given
the name Phran (which means
hunter) because the owner was
Vice-President of the Wild Tigers
Corps during the reign of King
Rama VI. Adjacent to it is the
nine-roomed Phloi Nopphakhao
building. Each room is named
after the gems in nine different
colours. When Field Marshal
P. Pibulsonggram was Prime Min-
ister the building was used as
the Office of the National Culture
Council. It was used in the past as
the Prime Minister’s Office. It is
known as the former Banchakan
building because a new Banchakan
building has since been con-
structed.
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This five-storey concrete
building was designed in a contem-
porary style by Colonel Chira
Silpakanok. Its concrete roof has
been converted into a meeting
room for the Cabinet. It is situated
near the south wall between the
former Command Building and
the Prime Minister’s Office Branch
of the Post and Telegraph Office.
The building was constructed
while Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikachorn was Prime Minister,
because he felt that the existing
building was too small to handle
the increasing amount of official
work, especially the work of the
office of the prime minister
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1. Sarathun building that has been demolished to

make way for the new Command Building. The site is now
used as a canteen for staff of the Secretariat of the Prime

2. A covered walkway used to connect Sarathun build-
ing with others.
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. NFNAN “An e Tour”

3. The June 24 group of buildings.

(present-day Secretariat of the
Prime Minister). Even though the
former Command Building still
existed, the space available was
insufficient. A number of build-
ings in the area were ordered
demolished and replaced by the
building. Construction com-
menced on October 1, 1969, to-
wards the end of Field Marshal
Thanom Kittikachorn’s premier-
ship. Upon completion of con-
struction, the Prime Minister’s
Office was relocated to the new
premises and the building given
the name the (new) Command
Building after the former building.
A connecting walkway joins the
buildings at the second, third and
fourth floors.

At present, this building
houses the offices of deputy
prime ministers, ministers to the
Prime Minister’s Office, deputy
secretaries-general to the prime
minister, political appointees
and various divisions under the
Secretariat of the Prime Minister.
As well, there are meeting rooms
for the Cabinet and various
committees and sub-committees
appointed by the prime minister,
deputy prime ministers, and
ministers to the Prime Minister’s
Office .
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4. Bunyasai building is connected with Sarathun building
on the right and with Phra Khan building on the left.

5-6. Demolition of the June 24 group of buildings -
Phungbun, Bunyasai, Yen building - to clear the area for the new
Command Building.

* Bunyasai : Shelter of Merit
** Yen : cool

OVE

During the period of the
original owner, the area currently
occupied by the new Command
Building was the site of many
other buildings. Among them was
the two-storey Sarathun building
(Tuek Khwang) which occupied
the area now used as the canteen
for the staff of Secretariat of the
Prime Minister. This building was
then used as living quarters for
family members. Each floor of
the building had five rooms. The
second floor had a covered
walkway which extended to the
north connecting the building
with the Phungbun building.
From there, the walkway turned
eastwards to connect with the
Bunyasai* building and the
Yen** building. These three
buildings formed the residence of
the owner and were all connected
by a covered walkway. Another
walkway connected the building
with the Saeng Athit building
providing access to the Phra Khan
building.
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When Field Marshal P.
Pibulsonggram first changed the
name of Villa Norasingh to
Thamniap Samakkhichai he used
this group of buildings as the
office of the prime minister. The
buildings, especially Sarathun
and Phungbun, along with other
buildings in that group, were used
by the prime minister and his
family as their private quarters.
The name of these buildings was
later changed to the June 24
building in remembrance of the
date on which the country changed
it form of government from
absolute to constitutional monar-
chy. This group of buildings is
presently the site of the new
Command Building that houses
the Secretariat of the Prime Min-
ister.

1-3. Different views of the June 24 group of buildings.

4. This group of buildings were demolished to make way for
the new Command Building while Field Marshal Thanom Kittikachorn
was Prime Minister.

5. The present-day new Command Building.
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Built in 1950, this two-storey
building of contemporary style
has a tiled roof. When Field Mar-
shal P. Pibulsonggram became
Prime Minister he occupied Villa
Norasingh and changed the name
to Thamniap Samakkhichai in
the year 1941. In the year 1950,
he ordered the construction of
this building, the first new build-
ing in the compound, for use as
the Prime Minister’s Office. In the
past this building has been used
by the Bureau of the Cabinet
Ministers, Political Division and
the Department of Inspectors-
General. At present the building
is used by the Secretariat of the
Cabinet.

At the time when it was
still known as Villa Norasingh,
this area was occupied by a two-
storey wooden building which was
used as the residence and office of
Nai Rajachamnong, estate man-
ager of General Admiral Chao
Phraya Ram Raghop. On the
northern side of this building is a
nine-metre wide moat which
leads to the lock at the west wall.
The original buildings remained
standing until 1941 when they
were converted into government
offices during the premiership of
Field Marshal P. Pibulsonggram.
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The three-storey building
housing the Office of the Per-
manent Secretary, the Prime Min-
ister’s Office was built in a con-
temporary style. It stands in the
same row of buildings as the Se-
cretariat of the Cabinet and dates
to the premiership of Field Marshal
P. Pibulsonggram. It was first used
as the venue of a meeting of the
Southeast Asian Treaty Organiza-
tion (SEATO) held in 1957 and
supported by a budget from
SEATO. The building was then
known as Patthana.* After SEATO
had vacated the building, it became
the Office of the Permanent Secre-
tary, the Prime Minister’s Office.

* Phatthana : Development
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**Chai Chot : Heart Stop
*** Tha-le : Sea

During the days of Villa
Norasingh, this area was the site
of two very important and
beautiful buildings, namely Chai
Chot** and Tha-le***. A small
moat, similar to the one adjacent
to the residence of Nai Raja-
chamnong, separated the two
buildings. The two moats were
connected by a covered foot-
bridge while another footbridge
spanned the moat connecting the
two buildings at the lower level.
The Chai Chot building stood to
the left. When viewed from the
right-hand end of the Thai Khu
Fa building, this building
appeared to stand in the same
row. The Chai Chot building was
a half- concrete, half-wooden
two-storey building with ser-
vants’ quarters to the rear. The
front of the Chai Chot building
was once adorned with delicately
carved life-sized marble lions in
a crouching position. These have
now been relocated to the stair-
way leading to the outer wing of
the Santi Maitri building. The
former owner used the Chai
Chot building as living quarters
for close relatives and friends.
During the premiership of Field
Marshal P. Pibulsonggram, this
building was used as the residence
of General Phao Sriyanonda. A
road passed in front of the Chai
Chot building paralleling the
lawn and the water-lily pond
behind the Thai Khu Fa building.
At the corner between the moat
and the water-lily pond and to
the front of the Chai Chot build-

omim

ing was a bridge which crossed
the water-lily pond leading to
the Thai Khu Fa building. (/7 is
still in use today.) The Tha-le
building was situated on the
right bank of the moat with the
servants’quarters located to the
rear. It was a two-storey glass
building connected at the second
floor by a covered footbridge to
the Chai Chot building. On the
ground floor was a footbridge
which spanned the moat and
linked the two buildings. The
original owner of this building
also used it to accommodate
close relatives. Mr. Suthee
Argaslerksh, a former Permanent
Secretary, the Prime Minister’s
Office, and a nephew of the
owner once lived here. Upon
becoming a government build-
ing during the premiership of
Field Marshal P. Pibulsong-
gram, the building was used as the
residence and office of the
Secretary-General to the Prime
Minister..

To the north of the beauti-
ful Tha-le building was a road
running alongside the building
on which there was a large two-
storey teak building. The terrace
on the right side of the house
straddled another moat. The last
family to reside in this house was
that of Phra Phathairajasathapit,
estate manager of the owner of the
house. Shortly afterwards and
prior to Villa Norasingh being sold
by the original owner, permission
was sought by him to dismantle
this building for relocation.
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This building was constructed
in 1968, during the premiership
of Field Marshal Thanom Kitti-
kachorn, as an extension of the
Phatthana building and for use as
the office of Bureau of the Budget.

At present the six-storey
building houses the Office of the
Permanent Secretary, the Prime
Minister’s Office, because the
Bureau of the Budget was relo-
cated elsewhere in 1987.
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The Education Division, Chulachomklac Royal
Military Academy, has an area of about 20 rai ( just over 8
acres) within the boundary of the west wall of Government
House with a moat running between the division and the
original Government House compound.

In 1879, King Chulalongkorn, Rama V, commanded
the then Ministry of Local Government and Police
(Nakhonban) to buy a plot of land near the present Dusit
Palace where barracks were built for the King’s Own
Bodyguard. In 1938, the premises were used as the Royal
Military Technical Academy which later merged with the
existing Royal Military College in 1946. On January 1,
1948, King Bhumibol Adulyadej, Rama IX, named the
institution, Chulachomklao Royal Military Academy,
after the royal title of King Rama V.

On March 31, 1987, the Cabinet approved in
principle the use of the premises by the Prime Minister’s
Office as well as the conversion of these premises into
part of Government House, con-sisting of the following:

Building 1 is used by the Office of the Royal
Development Projects Board.

Building2  houses the Museum of the Royal Thai
Decorations and the Exhibition Hall of the Thai
Cabinet and Royal Gazette both under the Secretariat of
the Cabinet.

Building 3 is occupied by the Office of the Con-
sumer Protection Board.

Building 4 is under construction and will be
occupied by the Secretariat of the Cabinet.

Building 5 is also under construction and will be
utilized by the Office of the National Security Council.

Buildings 11is the workplace of the National
Identity Office.

Building 18 serves as the headquarters of the
security police.

Building 20 is occupied by the National Energy
Policy Office, the Bureau of the National Safety Council
of Thailand and the Secretariat of the Cabinet .

Building 23 is the workplace of the National
Intelligence Agency.

Building 41 is occupied by the Secretariat of the
Prime Minister.

Building 44 is the office of the staff of the Secre-
tariat of the Prime Minister.
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In March, 1941, General
Chao Phraya Ram Raghop, the
original owner, proposed that
the government purchase Villa
Norasingh, which at the time was
only partially completed. Field
Marshal P. Pibulsonggram agreed
to purchase the premises for use
in receiving state guests and as
the site of Government House in
September of the same year. Even
though the ownership was finally
transferred to the government on
1 October, 1969, Villa Norasingh
has been used as Government
House since September, 1941. Over
the past 56 years, Villa Norasingh
has, for various reasons, been
periodically renovated and up-
graded to become the buildings
that stand today. These renova-
tions can be divided into five dis-
tinct phases as follows :

Phase 1 During the pre-
miership of Field Marshal P.
Pibulsonggram (1938-1944/1948-
1957), work continued on the un-
completed parts of the buildings
which included fitting windows
and doors and painting decorative
motifs on the ceiling. Professor
Silpa Bhirasri had an important
role to play in this work. The
ambiance began to change from
that of a residence to that of a
Government House. For example,
the name of the building was
changed from Kraison to Thai Khu
Fa and the government seal was
added. This period also saw the
construction of many new buildings
such as the Secretariat of the
Cabinet Building, the building for
the Office of the Permanent
Secretary, the Prime Minister’s
Office and the outer wing of the
Santi Maitri building.

Phase 2 Further extensions
were made during the premier- ship

ome
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of Field Marshal Srisdi
Dhanarajata (1959-1963). To meet
the demand for extra space, more
buildings were constructed.
Among them were the inner wing
of the Santi Maitri building. The
original wooden Phloi Noppha-
khao building was demolished
and the former Command Build-
ing constructed in its place.

Phase 3 Even though there
was sufficient office space to
accommodate the number of
government officials and the
volume of work during the pre-
miership of Field Marshal Thanom
Kittikachorn (1958/1963- 1973),
additional buildings were con-
structed. These include the new
Command Building which was
constructed as a replacement for
the June 24 group of buildings.
Construction of this building,
however, was to ensure maximum
utilization of its facilities and to
conform with the status of Go-
vernment House at the time. This
period saw many improvements
and decorations to the existing
buildings in order to update them
and prepare them for modern
technological era and work objec-
tives. The small and large meeting
rooms were upgraded for use at
national level, along with the
lounge for state visitors.

Phase 4 This covers the
premiership of General Prem
Tinsulanonda (1980-1988). At
that time, Government House
was facing the problem of over-
crowding and insufficient office
space as result of the growth that
was taking place in Government
House. The Royal Thai Army
assisted by presenting to the
government, with approval from
the Cabinet, the Education Di-
vision, Chulachomklao Royal

Military Academy, which occupied
an area adjacent to the west wall
of Government House. This phase
saw the renovation of the former

premises of Chulachomklao
Royal Military Academy and their
integration into those of the
existing Government House.

Phase 5 During the
premiership of the Mr. Banharn
Silpa-Archa (1995-1996), the in-
creasing numbers of government
officials found themselves in-
adequately provided with office
space. The Secretariat of the
Cabinet managed to secure
budgetary funds for construction
of new office buildings to be sited
in the compound of the former
Chulachomklao Royal Military
Academy.
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