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Conversation
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*
A VISITTO THE MARKET
(Part 1}

(Arunee and Vicha are taking their

Jriend Mary around one of the big markets
in Bangkok. The following is their probable

gonversation ).

Arunge: I'm glad you have decided to come
AS a

rule, foreign visitors don’t usually

with us here this morning.

care to visit our markets,

I would hate to miss the opportu-
nity. 1 don’t share the view, held
by most tourists, of wanting to see
only famous places, for example,
the Roval Place, the various tem-
ples, some  well — known  shop-
ping ventres and the Chinese quar-
ter. Mind you, all these pi.m‘u:f. are
a “must " for every visitor but it’s
berter to take in evervihing, if
possible.
Vicha: 'm glad you feel that way. 'm
afraid most Europeans regard our
markets as something they don’l

particularly like to be s:-n 1n.
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Mary :

Arunee :

Wary:

Vicha:

flary:

Well, T hope you're satisfied that
I'm not one of them. [ must say

your market looks very big. Is this
2 ’

T

fairly typical one?

No. this one is u:tusu&“}f hig
though it could be regarded as ty-
pical as far as things offered for
sale and the general atmosphere are
concerned.  You will find such a
market, diferent of eourse in size,
in practically every distriet in
Bangkok.

In Europe, we have a kind of ofh.
cial opening and closing time in
the market. Do you have the same
here?

I would say that our market time
is unof(icial, say, from dawn to
dusk. It usually starts from about
gix in the morning and closes down
about six in the evening. We may
have a municipal bye—law concer-
ving the market time but [ can’t
say offhand whether such a regu.
lation exists.

We Lave & striet market time in
London.
day, usually Wednesday, Thursday

Also there is one week.

or Saturday depending on locality,
in which the markets are closed
hall day. Suuday, of course, is a
holiday. Ideon’t think you have

the same arrangements here.
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- Arunes|:

Mary):

“Hicha!:

No, we haven’t vet developed to
that stage. 1 think T can safely
say that our markets are open dai-
ly without any holiday all the year
round. A holiday depends on in-
dividual sellers : if they think they
need a temporary rest, I suppose
they just pack up and go. I don’t
pretend to know whether this is a
good thing but it’s certaiuly won-
derful from the customer’s point
of view.

I’'m with you -thf:l'ﬂ; it's definitely
preferable to our arrangements.
Also it seems that your market sel-
lers are working much harder than

OUTS.

Yes, they do work hard but I think
they have to because competition
is very keen- It’s doubtful whether
their income is regular, especially
those dealers of perishable goods

like fresh Uﬁgﬂlﬂ.hliﬂi OT mesat,

{ To be continuad).
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Grammar and Composition

¥ 4 ¥
[ ey Taudsms sv. Yu.  ewist TaasouwanTeu v.al.1.

x * *
(ABIINUUN oo N.A. BEon )

e.g.  The boy was seen in a fleld.
Boy : Common Noun, Masculine Gender,
Singular Number, Nominative Case,
Subject to a verb ‘was seen’.
Field : Common Noun, Neuter Gender,
Singular Number, Accusative Case, -

Object after a preposition “in’.
B W |
221. Parsing of Pronouns mouNY Nouns SsABILEAN

| = & '
(n) Kind of Pronoun uuaLw 7 Tun AB

1. Personal : o you, us. .
2. Possessive :  mine, yours.

3. Reflexive : mysell, - yourself,

4, Demonstrative : this, that, one

5. Interrogative @ who? which ¥

6. Relative :  who, which.

7. Indefinite . all, somehody.

- il
('n,] Gender (MNBU Nouns. .
A
(n) Number ey Nouns.
% h o &
(\'-’ } Person H 3 s wan A First, Second, and Third Person.
A
(_ﬂ,) Case 1MuBAN Nouns,

Y a e L ¥ | ¥
Yaganm 4d1%5u Belative and Demonstrative Pronoun 82R83UAN0 Antecedent A7 -

.. =
i1 Gender, Number, and Person LUHT}JFI"IJJ Antecedent.



.. The boy Whom vou like gave me much trouble.
Whom : Relative Pronoun, having “hoy’ for its antecedent, and
therefore of Masculine Gender, Singular Number, and

Third Person, Accusative Case, Object to a verb ‘like’.

Me :  Personal Pronoun. Common Gender, Singular Number,

First Person, Dative Case, Object to a verb ‘pave’.

"222.  Parsing of Adjectives AABILON

(n) Kind of Adjective uvaifiu 8 gun no

1. Proper :  Russian, Jewish.
2. Descriptive @ young, blue.
3. Quantitative : some, enough.

o el A
4. Numeral (utintily 3 A0

n. 'l.'-ar{lil}n.l t o one. three.
q, Ordinal * first. third-
A, Indefinite Numeral : all, many.

<h

¥ e el 1
«wpduns  won (n) wer (9) 1NTANITENNY  Definite Numeral Adjective.

o al ah
5 Demonstrative LUAHBHIUY 2 AB

M. Definite :  this that.
M. Indefinite: any, such.
6. Djstributive @ each, every.
P ] W
. Possessive  : my, her.
#. Interrogative : what? which ?

(1) Degree of Comparition 3 3 Amwon N

. Positive . big, greal,
2. Comparative : bigger, areater.

3. Superlative @ bigpest. urealest,



50

News Summary

¥
VAT VITIVNT

HOME

1 Dec. A training course for 29 divisional
chiefs of the Tmuﬁpﬁrl Department
opened at Thammasat University

2 Dec. The King granted audience to F.M,
Sarisdi Dhanarajta.
The “Revolutionary party” issued
a communique about relations between
Siam and Cambodia.

3 Dec. The King and Queen attended the
parade of Royal Guards at Dusit Plaza,

By Royal Command, Gen. Luang
Sura Narong, the King’s Chief A.D.C.,
sent a letter to the Army Commander
commending the parade of the Royal
Guards.

The Leader of the “Revolutionary
party ”* instructed all ministries to aut-
horise expenditures as allocated in the
last budget, pending the promulgation
of a new national budget.

The * Revolutionary party” ap-
pointed a committee for reforming ad-
ministrative procedure, headed by Mr.
Davi Raengkham.

It was reported that a police para-
troop patrol had discovered a ruined
city with about 10 monasteries in Song
Yang distriet, Tak.

4 Dec. The “Revolutionary party” set up
a committee, headed by Maj—Gen, Netr
Khemayodhin, for research and transla-
tion of documents.

Additionsl members of the Plan-
ning Advisory Committee were appoin-
ted by the
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49 Dec.

It was reported that a total of 1,

100,000 tons of rice would be exported
this year.

5 Dec. The King’s Birthday was celebra-

ted as a national holiday. At Amarin.
dra Hall, the King granted audience to
the court in the morning, attended a
religions service and held an investiture
in the afternoon,

8 Dec. The Leader of the * Revolutionary

party” ordered administrative officials
and police to take drastic measures to

eliminate illegal gambling and illicit lot-
teries.

The Leader of the “Revolutionary
party” instructed all provincial commis-
sioners to nominate persons for future
appointment by the Under-Secretary for
Interior to fill vacant seats of muniei-
pal assemblies instead of holding a mu-
nicipal by election.

FCAFE’s 2nd conference of statis-
ticians, attended by delegates from 19
countries, opened at Santidharm Hall.
The “Revolutionary party” order-
ed the closure of opium dens by June
30. In future, addicts would receive
treatment in sanatoria to be set up. The

police were empowered to take addicts
to sunatoria after July 1

Fhe “Revolutionary party” instruc
ted the Navy to organise the sale of
coconuts originating in the islands of
the Gulf,

It was reported that the Bangkok
Municipal Assembly turned down the
new Budget Bill of Tes. 108 million
revenue and Tes. 102 million expen.
diture by a vote of 12 to 11.

Golden dolls for the year’s best
Siamese films and films artistes were
awarded at the Film Ball in Lumbini

Hall,
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EANGKOK CANALS
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Bangkok was once famous for its canals. An Fnglish journalist was moved
to call it the ‘Venice of the East’. Venice is, of course, the most romantic and interes-
ting ltalian city, literally floating on the water and sometimes called the ‘gem of the
Adriatic’. One similarity between Venice and Bangkok of old is that the inhabitants
~of Venice use canals as the chief means of travel, as the people of Bangkok did in
those days before the age of automobiles.

Thus Bangkok was compared to Venice in that it used to have good transporta-
tion canals in a great number instead of roads. But the similarity stops there; for,
contrary to the popular helief, Bangkok has absolutely nothing else to compare with
Venice. The canals still exist, though quite a number of them have been filled in to
make way for the enlarged roads and a few others dried up. But the surroundings
.are quite different. Instead of nice, solid embankment and strong, impusing buildings
on either side of the canals just as they have in Venice, apart from Klong Lord which
rings the older part of Bangkok no other canals have regular embankment at all and
there appear only too often dilapidated wooden buildings of all sorts of weird architecture.
The general appearance is not always unpleasing, because a number of artists including
some forcigners have seen the artistic sides of it and portrayed some canal scenes in
their paintings and photographic works.

The main canals were built to form rings around the town with both ends:
terminating into the Chow Phya. The innermost of these is Klong Lord, Next is Klong:
Banglampu which was also the city moat around the city wall, parts of which can still be seen
today. The next one is Klong Dheves which forms the third and last ring about the Grand
Palace area. The other, namely Klong Samsen, Klong Phrakhanong, Klong Bangken
and Klong Rangsit, branch in from the river forming with other intersecting canals

*.a@ transportation network through which hig_ crafts with all kinds of goods and people
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traverse. The intersecting canuls worth noting are Klong Mahanak, Klong Bangkapi,
Klong Sansap, Klong Hualamphong and Klong Premprachakorn.

Klong Mahanak starts from Klong Banglampu at the Golden Mount, crosses-
Klong Dheves at Mahanak and finally joins Klong Bangkapi. The latier runs on through
the Patumwan lock and becomes Klong Sansap in the long run, which in turn joins
Klong Phrakanong and its several branches. Klong Hualampong has its start at the
Hualampong grand station. It runs along the tramways to Samut Prakarn, connecting
Klong Dheves with Klong Phrakanong. One can go from Klong Dheves through to
the morth along Klong Premprachakorn. = It starts at the Government House juncture
and goes on to meet Klong Samsen, Klong Bangkhen and Klong Rangsit. In addition
there arc numerous others, canals of lessening importance and size. Most of them
have been half-filled with silt and as mentioned before filled in to make way for
the big roads,

Bangkok is situatéd on a flat and low ground like so many Dutch and Belgian
cities. And like them the canals are essential in at least the city drainage system.
We ought to have seen the objectives of the first architects of Bangkok just by glancing
.at the layout of their canals.  All of their canals, no matter if they are big or as
small as a diteh, are designed not only for the transportation or means of communication
but to drain out the floods especially in the Monsoon season. Now, during certain
periods of modernising Bangkok quite a few of these canals were filled in without any
consideration of their use as drains. Tt is quite impossible for Bangkok to have the
big storm drains as they have in every well planned city with wise people. These
canals must serve instead. The results of the filling in have been apparent so many
times—Floods that should not have been there, stagnant and ﬁllh}' water puuls, ditches

and blocked up canals, not to say anything about the breeding of mosquitoes.

So much about the canals, [t is most likely that they will be filled in eoo-
ner or later exeept, perhaps, for the big transportation canal (but it must be remembered
that parts of Klong Banglampu and Klong Dheves are as good as gone — only muddy
causeways with no water that appear in the places.) Let us hope that the people concerned will
Lave bruin enough to remember to install good, big drains and enough sewers in their
place, The ultimate goal ought really to be to build good, strong and nice to look
al embankment on both sides of the remaining canals at least of the parts inside the-

ity limits.
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One much criticised  aspeet of the Bangkok  ecanals is the use as the major
source of water supply. There i= a certain canal called Klong Prapa which branches
out from Klong Samsen and is closed to traffies. This is supposed to supply the Bangkok
waterworks with the only water which will in the end be distributed out for use as
household water for consumption as well as general use.  In practice, the canal mayv
be closed to traffies and has signs prohibiting the bathing and fishing or washing or
draining refuses into, but the only possible enforcement is the traffies prohibition by
means of locks.  Oue can see people bathing, washing clothes and use the canals
in every other means everyday otherwise. People living in the houseboats or next
to the canals have been uwsing the water for ;.-,Enelml purposes including consumption
(sometimes without proper precautions) for generations. And as the water is certainly
teaming with micro — organisms, quite often hagmful, the people most certainly again
contract cholera almost every dry season, and other contagious diseases such as dysentary,
diarrhoca ete.  And Klong Prapa waler is no exception, because one can notice the
colour gous dark to nearly the same shades as the other connecting canals despite tho
locks. It is not surprising then that every year at the height of the epidemies the

Bangkok water supplies taste and smell strongly of the chlorine the waterworks put in.
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THE SULTANS CHOICE

The Sultan once needed a man of great sagacity for an important mission.

Unable to® choose from among his three brightest courtiers, he =ummoned them aud
Sad them blindfolded, Then he put a skulleap on each and said: “FEach of vou now
wears cither a black or white skulleap.  When I remove the blindfolds, raise your
band as soon as you see a black skulleap.  Drop your hand as soon as you know the
«wolor of your own cap”.

The blindfolds removed, all raised their hauds at once, for the wily Sultan:
had put a black cap on cach courtier’s head. After a few minutes one courtier dropped
his hand and said “My cap is black”. By what logical reasoning could he tell ?

ANSWER :  The brainy courtier said: “If my cap were white, vither one of
my rivals would have known that his own was black, for the remaining man’s raised
diand showed that he saw a black cap—and that couldn’t be mine if' mine were white,
But T waited a few minutes and neither one & my rivals dropped his hand to show
Ahat e knew the color of his cap. That meant that my cap could not he white and
<onserquzntly must be black.
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THE GREEN.CROSSES

Lord Logic was ][:-uk'l!l{,} for a secretary, The jﬂh was a good one and he was-
able, from a host of applicants, to select three very mtelllgent Lumhdatﬂ

Summoning these three to 'Im offic ¢, he assembled them all in one room. * You
are all intelligent young fellows”, he said. “But I propuse, by means of an exercise
of my own, to select the most intelligent of you. What I am going to do is this:

“T have here " ~he opened his palm—*" two small pieces of chalk : green,chalk, and
white chalk. I propose to chalk on the forehead:of ‘each of you either a green cross
or a white cross. As soon as [ have done so I want each of you to look at the other
two and, If he can see a green cross, to hold up his hand. As soon as any of ' },rnij has
deduced what colour his own cross is, he must take his hand down. If his explana..
tion—as to why he thinks his own cross is green or white—is a =atisfactory one, he
will get the jobh.”

As soon as he was certain that these instructions were understood, Lord Logic
.chalked a green cross on each of the three foreheads. All three hands at once shot
up and, almost immediately, one {:f the candidates, named bhﬂrp, took his down.

“Very good, L'&halp,. said Lord Logie, “and what colour is your cross?”

“ Green, sir .

How did Sharp know?
ANSWER : Sharp’s reasoning—that his own cross is green—is as follows:

“Either my cross is green or it is white. If it is white each of the other
candidates can see one green cross and one white eross. But also each of them can
see that the other one has his hand up. And-since they are intelligent—they will say
to themselves: “Why has that other fellow got his hand up?” Ber:_&usﬂ he can see
a green cross and that cross must be mine”.  And since they are both intelligent this
deduction will not take any time and by now their hands should bhe down,

“But their hands are still up. Therefore my own cross canmot be white.
Therefore it is green”.
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