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Part I (30 marks) READING COMPREHENSION
Passage One (15 marks)

A. Read the following passage for understanding of the whole.

In the United States, since World War II, there has been clearly discernible trend,
especially among the growing group of university students, toward early marriage. Many
youths begin dating in the first stages of adolescence, continue to date the same person
through high school, and marry before their formal education has been completed. In some
quarters, there has been much shaking of graying heads and clucking of middle—aged tongues
over the ways of “Wayward youth.,” Emotional maturity, however, is no respecter of birthdays;
it does not arrive automatically at twenty—one or twenty—five. Some achicve it surprisingly

early, while others never do even in three—score years and ten.

Many students are marrying as an escape, not only from an unsatisfying home
life, but also from their own personal problems of isolation and loneliness. And it can almost
be put down as a maxim that any marriage eniered into as an escape cannol prove entirely
successful. The sad fact is that marriage seldom solves one’s problems; more often it merely
accentuates them. Furthermore, it is doubtful whether the home as an institution is capable
of carrying all that the young are secking to put into it; one might say in theological terms,
that they are forsaking one idol to worship another. Young people correctly understand that
their parents are wrong in believing that “success” is the ultimate good, but they erroneously
believe that they themselves have found the true center of life’s meaning. Their expectations
of marriage are essentially utopian and therefore incapable of fulfillment. They want too

much; consequently, tragic disillusionment is often sure to follow.

What shall we, then conclude concerning early marriages? One cannot generalize
All early marriages are not bad any more than all later ones are good. Satisfactory marriages
are determined, not by chronology, but by the emotional maturity of the partners. Therefore,
each case must be judged on its own merits. If the early marriage is not an escape, if it is
entered into with relatively few illusions or false expectations, and if it is economically feasible,

why pot? Good marriages can be made from sixteen to sixty, and so can bad ones.

[ 1<



Choose the answer that best completes each stutement in accordance with the passage; then

mark the letter (A, B, C, D, or E) of that answer on the answer sheet for Part I items

According to this passage, the increasing tendency toward early marriages........
A. is a direct result of World War I

B. is a result of attending a university

C. is a sign of growing up

D. can be clearly perceived

E. can be expected

According to this passage, young people who begin dating early and “'go steady’ early........

A. will marry before they complete their formal education
B. tend to marry early

C. invariably marry carly

D. often never marry

E. create a sorious social welfare problem

According to this passage, successful marriages are determined primarily by.......

A. chronological age D. emotional maturity

B. the partners adolescence E. educational backgrounds

C. intellipence

The author suggests that many of today’s early marriages are a result of........
A. lack of merit D. escapism
B. lack of theology E. disillusionment

C. lack of formal education

If an individual who has problems marries, his problems........
A. usually solve themselves

B. generally disappear

C. tend to become more pronounced

D. become emotional accents

E. change their emphasis

The author states that the home as an institution is._. . _

A. not worthy of worship

B. probably not capable of being what many young people expect it to be

ad



C. undoubtebly the true center of life’s meaning
D. probably not capable of beinc the basic unit of society

E. what every individual should aim to build

7. The author states that many young people marry early because they are........
A. seeking success D. lonely
B. incapable of fulfillment E. both C and D

C. dissatisfied with life at home

8. The expectations of marriage as visualized by young people can be described as...
A. realistic C. materialistic E. feasible

B. idealistic D. spiritualistic

9. So far as early marriages are concerned, the anthor believes....
A. that one can make no general rule
B. that one must consider each case separately
C. that one must consider the partners physical maturity and financial status
D. that one must first ascertain the educational backgrounds and expectations of the
partners
E. both A and B

A. An early marriage should be economically feasible.
B. All early marriages are not bad.

C. Bad marriages can be made at any age.

D. Satisfactory marriages are determined by the age of the partners.

E. Not all later marriages are good.

11. In line 7, the phrase “much shaking of graying heads and clucking of middle—aged
tongues” indicates.... ...
A. the disapproval of two generations
B. certain signs of ageing
C. the uncertainty of the old and nearly old
D. the nervousness of most elders
E. both C and D

12, In line 19, it in “‘all that the young people are seeking to put into it” refers to........

&b



A. the escape D. one idol
B. an institution E. neither A, B, C, nor D

C. the home
13. In line 32, “each case” means each case of . .
A, marriage D. one idol
B. chronology E. neither A, B, C nor D
C. emotional maturity

14. In line 36, bad ones in the phrase “and so can bad one” refers to........

A. expectations D. merits
B. illusions E. meither A, B, C, nor D
C. partners

I5. In line 20, “forsaking one idol to worship another’” means they are.......
A. changing their religion
B. leaving one unsatisfactory home for another
C. escaping from a false god to a happy home
D. giving up their old religion for a new idol
E. doing neither A, B, C, nor D

Passage Two (15 marks)
A. Read the following passage for understanding of the whole :

The primary basis upon which children select interests is that of the emotional
appeal that is felt. Their likes and dislikes are personal, and an interest must produce
satisfactions and be consistent with their personal aims in order to be acceptable. If unpleasant

mental effort makes pursuit of an intellectual interest dissatisfying, preference is likely to be
given to substituted interests in which physical activity predominates.

Many interests are associated with wish fulfillment. Individuals comstantly seek
experiences that afford them success. Their standards of success vary but are usually associated
with desire for personal recognition or maintenance of self-esteem. The experiences through
which success is sought may be obtained through active interests, in which one is personally
engaged in the pursuit of an interest, like playing tennis or building boats. The experiences
of others may be utilized vicariously, as in inactive or passive interests, from which the

emotional effect may be felt through mental participation. Reading a book or watching a
tennis match constitutes a passive interest. Interests may be vicariously motivated.  Several

motives may operate simultaneously; but although individuals may be aware of their prefere-

nees for certain activities, they are seldom conscious of the purposes that such activities serve.
(P1umenLIMLT)
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